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FF EPISTLE to the Reader; But eſpecially to theſè 
who Withdraw from this National Church. - © _ 4 


Tf Think, there are few, who truely Fear God, and Love our Lord Feſm Chriſt, but they | 
| | will acknowledge, that Chrift bath ſowed good Seed in bis Church in this Land, fince 
the late HappyRevolutiory Bus it is a5 true, Ibas the Enemy bath ſowedTares \, 13. 2g 
alſe, and that while Men Slepry And the Enemy that bath done thi, © 
i waiting bis opportunity te do this Poor — ell tbe Prejudice be can, ly aſſaulting ber on | 
Right and Left Hand, while Prelatiſts,upoWthe one hand, are preſſing Separation from tb 
Church, and venting alſs Arminian Principles in their Publick Print:; And ſume on the | 
.other: band, who profeſs themſelves Presbyterians, are continuing in a ftared Schiſm om 
| this Church, which yet i the Pureſt in the World for DoBrine, Worſhip, Diſciplivtie aus 
Government, even thoſe People themſelves bei,g Fudges, So tharthe Minifters of Cbriſt 
; have need of Spiritual Wiſdom in all tiings to approve themſelves to God, I 3 
| the Armour of Righteouſneſs, on the Right Hand and on the Left, that ihe Per- z 6. 47+ 
3 nicious Effells of the preſent Schiſm, may r ſo far as i poſſible. 
1 It will not be unfit 10 Inquire à little into the Original aud Fountain of ths preſent Schiſm, 
that it may appear, bow this is 4 groſs. Abuſe of the Faithful Contendings: and Wreſtlings + 
of 4 Remnant both of Miniſters and People, againſt Prelacy, Suprema ey, and Arbitrary 
Power from the year 1660, until the late Happy Revolution, Anno 1688, whoſe Teſtims- 
ny was both * — — and Left Hand Corrupti ons and Errors, in 4 way ſuita ble tis 
theſe Circumſtances of the Church, e 
} At the Reintroduttion' of Prelacy, two third Parts of the then Miniſtry of this Church © 
15 Complye d with it, contrary to the frequently Renewed Oaths and Covenants, abjuring Fre- 
| lacy, and the other Corruptions therein ſpecified ; And of theſe who Complyed: not ſo far as” © 
to receive the Prelates Collation, or to keep their Ecclefiaſtick Courts, ſome did Hear theſe | 
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Changelings and Intruders into tbe Labours of others, who went the whole length of Com. 
plyance; Others could not Foin in Hearing of the Curates ; Some again, becauſe they were 
diſcharged by that Ad (called by the People in theſe Times, The Drunken Act of Glaf- 
gow) to exerciſe any part of their Miniſterial Function, did too tame ly comply with the pre- 
tended Authority enjoining the ſgme, and abſtained from Preaching 3 Others \ . + 
thought is right to Hearken io "God more than to Men, and to Preach as Oe. Ac. 1 . 
5 ſon offered, conform to their Commiſſion received from Chriſt, tho in the beginning, tb 
was but privatly, until the Prelats Tyranny did exceed all Bounds, and forced that Godly 
Handful to appear in Arms at Pentland-Hills, Anno 1666, for tbeir own X 
to endeavour the Recovery of a deſtroyed Work of Reformation, Theſe 
| laid the Foundation for what followed, . een 
2-35 The Court perceiving, that their Cruelty Exerciſed Anno 16866, and ſome-time after, 
© did not effeFuat what they deſigned, they fell upon "another Project for 4 ing the Worg «i... | 
4 God, viz. the indulging ſome of the ourted Miniſters, under finful 5 


vn Defence, and 
differens Practices 
5 


| Limitations a 
Sirufions ( 4 full Account of which may be ſeen inthe Hiſtory of the Indui oo 


ten by Mr. John Brown, baniſhed 10 —_ ) which tbey were encouraged v0 vente oof. is 
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pon, from the Conſideration of the differem Practices above narrated; For the Indulgence 
in the Deſign of it, was to be given only to ſuch Miniſters as bave lived Peaceably, and ar- 
deri inthe Places where they bave reſided (ſee King Charles's Letter for the Indulgence, 
dated at Whitehall, +7 June, 1669,” Hift. Indulg. pag. 5.); Which Peaceable Behaviour 
explained, 3d. of September 1672, by the. Council, to be 4 not giving Scandal to any by 
With41rawing themſelves from the publitk Worſbip, in the Kirks of theſe Paroches where 
they reſide, nor enſnare others to do the like by their Practice and Example. (See the Ad, 
Hiſt. Indulg. pag. 39.) Ths Indulgence was received with rhe Limitations by ſome Mini- 
ſters, and rejected by others, who were named to have the Benefit of the ſame; And 4 
third ſort were deprived of the Liberty.granied by the Indulgence 80 Preueb, betauſe they 
Preached againſtfthe King*s Eccleſiaſtick Supremacy, or difowned the Limitations annexed 
ro the Indulgence; As Mr. William Weir, Mr, Alexander Blair, and Mr. John Bur- 
net. Theſe things occajioned Diſputes and Debates both among Miniſters and People, which 
were managed for ſome years in private; But at length, the Uſurpations of the Court being 
multiplyed, and the Perſecution increaſing, mgny faithful Miniſters pad their Eyes opened, 
30 ſee their Deſigns to be no leſs, than by theſe Methods to extirpat Presbyterian Miniſters 
and People out of th? Land, and began to Preach in Fields and Hauſes, as 'octafion offe- 
wed (of which number were Mr, John Welſh, Mr. Samuel Arnot, Mr. John Walwood, 
Mr, John King, Mr. John Kid, Mr. John Dickſon, Mr. Hugh Smith ar Eaſtwood, 
who was the ſirſt ( 45 remember) who Wrote again# the Indulgence, and many others, 
ſome whereof are alive unto this day) not regarding the Threatnings of the Prelats, or of 
the Court; And when Armed Men wurſued Teſe Meetings, tbe People thought it their Duty 
to defend themſelves and their Miniſters in Pre aching the Goſpel to them : Which Practice 
was condemned by ſome of theſe Minifters whom the Cours looked upon as Peaceable Men, 
and by others was Fuſt ified openly in Pre aching; The one alledging that Obedience was to 
be given to the Oppreſſors of : theſe Times, wi they bad been Ant-, exerciſing their 
Office for the Terror of evil deers, and the Praiſe of them that d well; Others looking upon 
theſe Oppreſſors as meer Tyrants, and ſo that no Regard was to be had to their ſinful Laws, 
diſcharging the publick Preaching of God's Word; except under ſuch . Limitations. as they 
ſhould think fit: And this occaſioned another Controverſie, about the Owning and Diſown- 
ing of the Authority of Tyrents deſtroying th&moſt valuable Intereſts of Religion and Liber- 
15; Whether the Government of theſe Times was the Exerciſe of Lawful Magiſtracy, or pure 


"Tyranny ? Which laſt was maintained by many Faithful Miniſters, at that time, and now 


verified by the late Happy Revolution. | 
The Caſe.of the Church at that time was like that of the Iſraelites, Fudg. 17. 6. That 
there was no King in Ifrael, but every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes: For ſome went 4 great length in complyance with the Defections of theſe Times, o- 
thers durſt. "nor comply, and there being then no ſettled Church Fudicatories, according to 
Cbriſt's Inſtitution, Miniſters and People were obliged to withdraw from theſe Courſes 
which they were convinced in their Conſcience to be ſinful ; Seing they bad no other clear 
and ſufficient Method to teſtifie their Abhorrence of the Courſes of Defection of theſe Times, 
but by not ſaying a Confederacy to all theſe to whom the People then did ſay a Confederacy. 
but ths was without any Deſign ever to own theſe things to be ſufficient Grounds of Sepa- 
ration in a Conſtitute Church, or when with perſonal Safety. Application could be 
made to ſettled Church Judicatories,who were not under theTyrannical Influence of Ene- 
miey 10 be Work of God, It was upon this Ground, that the Reverend and worthy Mr. 
Donald Cargill, late Miniſter of the Barony of Glaſzow, and Martyr for the Truth, often 
declared that by Soul bated Separation, and obreſted bus earers.10 pray for Faithful Mini- 


I | ſters; 


- 


SPED ah. © ms oe fo a 


22 820 en 2. Gasen 


Times, 
{eracy.. 
Se pa- 
uld be 
Ene- 
by Mr. 
, often 

Mini- 


ſters, 


VII. or the other Courſes of De fection in the late times, did ever deſign, 


; hs re 2 - a 
ſters, adding particularly this Reaſon (in 4 Preaching on 4 week day at Toudoun-hill') 
that People could not be long kept free of Schiſm or Hereſie, if they wanted Spiritual. 
Guides, to which I was an Ear Witneſs: And the worth Martyr Mr. Richard Cameron 


. Miniſter of the Goſpel, is ſaid often io have had the like Expreſſions. | . 


| Alſo there are many alive to thu day, who know, when the Informatery Vindication 
was tobe Printed, that it was ſent to Holland to be ſhewed to ſome of us, who were-1hers 
Abroad; and that we declared we could never own the Grounds of Separation laid down 
therein, to juſtify a Separation from a ſettled Church, in a peacealle State, And when 
our Animadverſions on the ſame came to Scotland, ſome of theſe who now ſeparar, were 
ſo convinced of the truth of this, that they condeſcended to own ſo much in-tbe ſaid Infor- 
matory Vindication ; And jor this Cauſe, tis often added as a Qualification to the 
Grounds of Withdrawing, that they were to be underſtood in the. Caſe of ſuch Differen- 
ces, and ſo circumſtantiated. Inform, Vind. page 67. In this broken and declining 


State of the Church. ibid. page 73. 76. 78. $0. 82. $4. 86. 87. 88. To which alſo the 
worthy Martyr Mr. James ,Renwick Miniſter of the Goſpel, aſſented, 


Moreover, I had occaſion to know the Wentimants, of the Reverend and worthy Au- 
thor of thu following Treatiſe, Mr. Alexander Shields, late Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
St. Andrews, upon this Point, in the Near 1687: For when be came to Utrecht, is 
Diſcourſe with me, among other things be poſitively owned, that none of theſe things which 
were in Controverſy betwixt us and ſome other Presbyterian Miniſters,, could be ownel 
as ſufficient Grounds of Separation, if the Lord ſhould ſend deliverance to bis Churchg- and 


give us acceſs to preſent our Grievances ig Church*Fulicatortes, with perſonal Safety 
( which we could never have, until the late happy Revolution:) Aud tbis upon the Mat. 


ter is owned by him in the following Sheets, where be expreſly ſays, page 2. For tho my 
Sentiments are ſhallow and changeable as other Mensare, having the imperfe&ion 
of Mutability, as well as Fallibility; Yet I know no change ot Principles, that theſe: 
Contentions need drive me to. From all which *'tis evident, tbat none of theſe who 
Witneſſed againſt the Indulgence, and the Popiſh Toleration in the time of King James the 

that their Ieſt i- 
mony againſt theſe things, ſhould be 4 Foundation for a Schiſm in a pedceable State of the 


Church, or when theſe Courſes of De fection ſhould ceaſe to be in the Church of Chrift, 
Au thus will be yet more clear, if it be conſidered, that (in conſequence of what is. 


ſaid before) no ſooner did King James the VII. bs Army Mareb from Scotland 10 


England, but we did begin to Converſe with ſeveral Miniſters, both at Glaſgow and 
Edinburgh, about — of Differences and removing Miſtakes z, A full Account of 
which may be ſeen in a Print, Entituled, The Method and Motives of Union, &c.. 
publiſhed Anno 1691, which 1 wiſh were more conſidered by ſuch, as now withdraw from 
this National Church. i * 8 

As for ſuch who not only VVithdraw from this Church, but alſo have diſowned the Ci- 
vil Government always ſince ibe late happy Revolution, and yet take the Name of Presby” 
terians to themſelves ;; It is 10 be feared, ſome of them may be under ſome bad influence 
of Jacobites, or elſe to be ſo weak,.as not to diſcern the Abſurdity of ſuch a Practice: And 
it us moft remarkable, that ſince King William came 10 the Throne, theſe Beople bave- 
neither had Miniſter nor Preacher under the Name of a Preshyterian, to countenance them 
in their ſinful Courſes, And in ibe Tear 1688, and 1689 we were ſo fan from giving 
any Countenance to ſuch Courſes, that we encouraged the publiſhing the Prince of Oranges 
Declaration at Glalgow, before it was publiſhed in any otber place of the Kingdom we 
prayed publickly for Succeſs io bu. Enterpriſe, even before bu Landing in England, w2 
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ware ( in the National Covenant 


* and eſtabliſbed as King, or Supreme Magiſtrat over uw, The People we preached 
0, in conſequence of thu, went to Edinburgh with others, and guarded the Convention 
Ejtates, Anno 1689, and muſtered in one day Eleven Hundred and fourty Men as 4 Regis 
ment, under the Command of the Right Honourable, the late Earl of Angus, to fight 
Religion and Liberty, under the Authority of Ring William of Glorious Memory, Al 
which make it evident, Thar our former Teſtimony againſt Tyranny, was from no diſloydl 
Principle to Magiſtracy 3 and conſequently that 1 People never bad any Encour agement 
to live as they do. *Tis true indeed they met with bad Treatment, both from the Aſſembly 
1690, who neglefted their Grievances, and from the Army who did not aſſiſt them at Dun- 
kel, 100 fe occaſioned rhe ſtumbling of many; But tis a Sin to ſtumble, as well as 10 give 
Occaſion for it, 2 

I need ſay very little in Commend ation of the following Sheets, they will ſpeak for iben 
ſelves; but if the worthy Author bad ſurvived bs Voyage to Caledonia, I doubt not but 
the Work bad been better poliſhed ibam it is. But rather than deprive the Publick of & 
ſig bi of it, 1 have publiſhed it from bis own Manuſcripts, without any material Alteration, 
except in ſome words, to make the Senſe run clear; And where the Manuſcripts could not 
be well read, which 1 ſupplyed with words as near the ſcope of the place as I could, The 
Keader will find therein, the Controverſy wiib thoſe who withdraw from thu Church, clears 
ly ſtated, Truth vindicated, and the Objections very fully anjwered, 

There it an Objection, not bandled in the* following Work, which was only ſtarted by 
ſome, at the Meeting with theſe People in February 1705, in the Town of Sinquhar, 
which for the ſarisf ation of ſome, I ſhall rake notice of. The Objection was to thu 2 
That their joining with the Church, would bea burying of the forementioned Teſti- 
mony againſt Defettion in the Church, and Tyranny in the State, even tho they 
ſhould be allowed. to give in theirGrievances coChurch JudicatorieszSeing they could 
expect no better Treatment in the Matter of their Gr:evances,than the worthy Au- 
Thor of the following Work, and theſe t hat join with him Anno 1630, did meet with in 
giving in their Grievaiccs to the Generai Aſſ-mbly, which was to be condemned, 
In anjwer to this, conſider, 1ſt. That any Condemnation of a larger Paper then given in, 
was only by the Camminee of Overtures, and not by the Aſſembly it ſelf, 2. That tho the 
Aſſembly approved tbe Overture of the.Commintee-; yet it was but in ſo far as toſatufy the 
Aſſebmly, that they thought it not Prudence vo conſider all the Particulars toerein contains 
ed, for fear of Diviſion amongſt themſelves, ws to the Grievances contained in the ſaid lar- 
ger Paper; but not that ever the Aſſembly did enter upon the Conſideration of the Paper 
it ſelf ; So as either to condemn or approve it, or any Article therein, for it was never 
read in open Afſemblyz And 10 ſay they did condemn it, tho they never heard it, would be 
an Injurious Reflection on that Aſſembly, and make item Guilty of Couper Juſtice, and 
Jedburgh Law, 4 1he Proverb uw. 3. The blame, then, why that Affair is jo printed in 
tbe Ads of the Aſſembly, is to be laid upon the Keviſers of ibe Minutes, who printed more 
1ban was in the Extrad given out under the Clerks band of that Aſſembly, 4 confiderable 
time before the Als of that Aſſembly were printed, which Authentick Paper I have to this 
day ready to produce, if need be, wherein there is not one word of the particular Reaſons, 
moving that Aſſembly not to read that larger Paper. Neither u it ordinary to Print Opini- 
ons of the Committee of Overtures among the printed Ads of the Aſſembly, except they be 
examined fully, and approven, which could not be in the preſent Caſe, ſeing the Atts 0 
#bat Aſſembly bare expreſly, that that larger Paper mas never read by the Aſſembly is ſel a 
: An 


; Renewed at Leſmahagow, March 3. 1689) that ws 
Should ſtand to the Defence of bis Highneſs, bu Perſon and Authority, when Lewfully 
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II. and King. James VII.Neither are ſuc 


to peruſe; But ſurely this way of —_ from this National Church, is an evident Bu- 


Hall not be concealed, when it ſhall be thought needful that they ſee tbe Light, My Prayer © 


And ſo the could not know, whether the Charadters give 

True or Falſe, and conſequently could not condemn it. 4. That wron 
ers of the Ad, of the Aſſembly 1690, obliged ns 10 Print that larger PH 
might ſee whether it deſerved ſuch Characters or not, as were given to it — 
Overtures, and Moderator of that Aſenbiy; ( fee tne Method and aon, 
Cc. Primed Anno 1691) And if the Print be not at band, any who def yr «fight of thas 


Paper, may bave it from ne; For I bave kept hitherto a true Double of rhe Jame 5; 3. ret 
the Church of Scotland ſince the Revolution, bath never approven the Indulgence, or the 
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Accepting o and Adreſſing * the late Toleration ( in King James the 7ib. bis Reign, ) 
eſtimony againſt i 


without 4 extent of it10 Papiſts and Hereticks 1, Nor do rhey approve, 
but condemn ( in their Cauſes of Faſting ) the Tyranny of the late Reign of King Charles 
4 45 withdraw from thiChurch required, as Conditi- 
on of their Communion, to Condemn any part of the former Teſtimony, againſt Defection in 
#he Church, or Tyranny in the State, but will allowed to declare under their Hands, 
that their preſent joining, ſpall not infer 4 Condemning of any part of the former Teſtimony 
ainſt De fection from the Covenamed Work of Reformation; and may bave this their De- 
elaration Regiſtrated in the Records of the PAsbyterias or Synods 3 Bounds where they 
live, and Extrafs of the ſame given unto them in due form, for the Exoneration of their © 
Conſciences, And if this be 4 Burial of the Teſtimony, I muſt ſay, it u a very Honour - 
rable Burial,in the Records of the Church, which Afier-Generations may bave occaſion 


ming of it, as will be clear to any who ſhall imparti ally conſider ibe following Sheets. 

I fear, I bave tranſgreſſed the Bounds of an Entry to ſuch « Work, and that it will bear 
n Proportion to the 24 ce; And leſt I ſhauld darken Counſel by Words without Know- 
ledge, I ſhall ſuperſede. Only if this Work be well Entertained,. any other Papers, which 
are in my band, left by the Worthy Mr. Alexander Sheilds, for tbe uſe of tbe publick, 


88 God is, That what is nowpubliſhed may tend to the Glory of God, the; bealing of the 
Breaches of this Churchs, and the Edification of ſuch as ſhall peruſe the ſame, which is all at 
preſemfrom bim | 


Who deſires to ſee Peace and Truth 
Leſmahagow the 24 flouriſb in ibe Church of Chriſt, 
of April, 1796s wbile Jam | 


THOMAS LINING. 
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Church Communion Conſider d, &. 


N fuch' a Day of Trouble and Perplexity in the Valley of Viſion, the 
muſt be blind that do not ſee, and very bruitiſh that have not th ſenſe 
of the Wrath of an Holy GOD, fo many ways evidenc'd and threatned 
- againſt this Sinful Church and Nation; While, notwithſtanding of the 
Mercies of the neuer ſufficiently prized Goſpel-Ordinances diſpenſed, ia 
Peace, Plenty and Purity, and of che indulgent Favours of Prexyidence, 


lengthning out our Liberty under the Patrociny of a comfortable Civil Go 


vernment, after a long Tract of Tyrannical Oppreflions, yet the Lord's Anger 
is not turned og bar his Hand is ſtretched out ſtill, in the Withdrawings 
of the Shinmgs of his Power and Glory, that uſed to be ſeen and felt in his 


Sanctuary Solemmities; and witholding theſe Glorious Influences of his Spirit, 


that made, in former times, our Wilderneſs a Eruitful Field, and our Church 
Beautiful a5 Tirzah, Ge. and in Plaguing this Land more ſenlibly than any: ar 


ther, with pinching Penury and Want, and the Hearts of the Generality  - 


with more fearful Judicial Stroaks; Whereby tho! the Lord be pouring out 
upon us the Fury of his Anger, and it hath ſet us on fire round about, y 

we know not it burns us, yet we lay it not to Heart: But in the midſt of 
theſe Flames, One part is raging in all exceſs of Riot, Another running upon 
Precipices of Errors and Deluſions, à Third rotting in 2 — and 
deteſtable Indifferency, and the moſt part periſhing in dangerous and dead- 


ly Diſtempers, threatning deſtruction unayoidable, if ſpeedy Mercy prevent 


it not. But the moſt affecting 5 and molt aſtoniſhing Prognoſtick 
of Wrathimminent, is this woful Diviſion and Schiſm ſtill continuing, not 
only between the old compcring Parties, known by the Names of Prelatzcal 
and Pre:byterian, which were the only Contending Parties that our . Fathers 
knew; but now found among them that were United before, in Adhering to; 
and Contending for the firſt eſtabliſhed and Covenanted Work of Reformati- 
on, that ſometimes took ſweet Counſel together, and walked unto the Houle 
of God in Company: But now, thro the Wrath of the Lord of Hoſts, they 
eat every Man the Fleſh of his own Arm, Adamaſſeh Ephraim, and Ephraim 
Manaſſeb, and both together againſt Judah; For all this, his Anger is not tur · 
ned away, but his Hand is ſtretched our ſtill-. The Lord hath mingled 2 
perverſe Spirit in the midſt of thoſe that profeſs Godlineſs in Sceti and , Lhe 
A 


Anger of the Lord hath Divided them, ＋ it de got Appeaſed, he threatens 5 d 
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no more to Regard them. If ever there was a Time when ſuch Diviſions and 
Separations were Unleaſonable, and Eſſays for their Remedy might be Hape- 
ful, This is the time, when the wicked Contrivances of Enemies to Divide 
and deſtroy the Church, and hinder its Reformation, And the abounding 
Errors of the Times, and the great Ignorance of People, ſhould make all 
the Lovers of the Church fear Diviſion, as that which will makeita Prey to 
them: Wheii the Providences of this Day have ſo far altered the Object of 
our Contendings, that they call and encourage all diſſentient Parties among 
Presbyterians, to Contend together, for Redintegrating the common Refor- 
mation againſt the common Adverſaries: When things are come to ſuch a 
Shock and Crifis, that if there be not preſent Endeavours uſed for Union, 
the Breach, in all probability, will grow Wider and more Incurable : When 
Occaſions and Grounds of our former Diviſions in times of Defecti- 
on, the Prelatick Eraſtian Antichriſtian Uſurpations on the Churches 
Rights are removed, and the Detections and Corruptiuns flowing there- 
from, and introduc'd thereby, which gave the rife to our Diſ-unions, are ſo 
far antiquated, that they are neither in the Conſtitution of the Church, nor 
do they continue to be ſtumbling Blocks and Tentations to us, either to in- 
volve us in the guilt of them, or to keep us ſtill jangling about them + When 
alſo the Churches Intrinſick Power and Capacity to remede theſe Evils, is 
ſo far Reſtored,that we have now a Nail granted to us in the Holy Place, to 
ſet up the Houſe of our God, and to repair the Deſolations thereof, in ha- 
ving acceſs to apply our ſelves to Eccleſiaſtick Judicatories Fenced in the 
Name of the Only Head and King of the Church Jeſus Chriſt, without any 
Dependence upon Exotick Uſurped Powers. If we conſider either the Mer- 
cies of the Times, and Matters of Praiſe, bringing forth ſo many conſiderable 
Advantages to our ſelves and to the Cauſe, they do certainly call for ſome 
other and better Improvement of them, than breaking our ſelves into- pieces 
by occaſion of theſe Changes: Or, if we confider the Miſeries of the Times, 


and Matters of Mourning, the paſt and preſent Cauſes and Effects of the 
Lord's Anger burning up, and like to conſume this Church and Kingdom; we 
a 


will find ſome more ſuitable Work ſhapen out to us, than this biting and de- 
vouring one another, while the Lord in his holy Judgments, and Men in 
their wicked Deſigns, threaten our Deſt ruction. 

J acknowledge it to be very difficult to eſſay the Healing of ſuch-a judicial- 
like Diviſion; For in ſuch a Caſe the Viſion of all, and Directions in refe- 
rence to Healing, are as the words of a Book that is Sealed, which neither 
the Ecarn'd nor the Unlearn'd can read: The Impreſſion of which made me 
firink at the Thoughts of moving in this Debate, in the ſenſe of my own In- 
fafficiency for ſuch an Undertaking, and to withdraw my ſelf for a time from 
the Place where theſe Contentions were hotteſt ; Not in any fear of ſhame, 
teſt I be ſuſpected of Inconſtancy and change ot Principles, (for tho“ my 
Sentiments are ſhallow and changeable, as other Mens are, having the im- 

rfe&ion of Mutability as well as Fallibility; yer I know no change of Princi- 
— theſe Contentions need drive me to) but in the fear that my moving 
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in them might make them worſe; and 10 the hope that forbearance for 4 
while might contribute to the ſooner” coolin and quenching the heat of 
them. But now, conſidering this Evil, as it is Noxious in it ſelf, Diſhohoura-* 
ble to GOD, Scandalous to the Goſpel and Cauſe of Chriſt, Stumbling to all 
ſorts of Men, productive of very hurtful Effects, and very ordinarily of ſome 
pernicious Errors, which now may be feared as much as ever in theſe broken 
and breaking times, ſo it is Spreading and Growing; And therefore, being 
convinc'd of the Neceſſity of ſaying ſomewhat to it, and being under the 
bond of a Promiſe, extorted from me ſome years ago at a Meeting at Don- 
glaſs, ſo here I ſhall eſſay to give my poor Thoughts upon this Subject, 
which alſo will meet with all theſe Scruples propoſed by theſe who have not 
bitherto ſubjected themſelves to the preſent Miniſtry of this National 
Church, as now. Eſtabliſh'd by Law. COA | 
In proſecuting of this Head, -1 ſhall firf premit ſome general Truths, 
granted on all bands, the ſolid and practical impreſſion whereof would ſoon 
and eaſily put a happy cloſe unto this,Debate. Secondly, 1 ſhall: lay down' 
ſome Conceſſions and conceſſory Diſtinctions that may ſerve for Cantions, 
for the better underſtanding of this Matter. Thirdly, I ſhall ftate the 
Queſtion and vindicate the ſame. Fagrthly, I ſhall anſwer the ObjeRions . 
againſt Union with, and Subjection to the preſent Miniſtry of the Church 
of Scotland. U. 9 5; | TS» * | ly 7 2 
For the Firſt, ſcil. The general Truths granted on all hands. Conſider, I. 
That Endeavours for Union and Concord among the Lovers of Truth, are 
Duties abſolutly neceſſary, ſo that it cannot fall under Debate, whether U- 
nion ſhould be endeavoured; No more than it can be diſputed, whether 
there ſhould be Preaching, Praying, or keeping of the Sabbath, ſeeing it is 
fo much commanded, . commended and preſſed in the Scripture, as none can 
be found that is more clearly and frequently urged. 1. In inculcating theſe 
| Duties which neceſſarily infer it, and which, if conſcientiouſly obſerved, 
could not miſs ſpeedily to produce it; As (1) Love: It is the great Com- 
mand, to Love our Neighbour as our ſelf, it is the Fulfilling of the Law, 
Rom. 13. 10. It is a new Commandment, Joh. 13. 34. that ye love one and- 
ther ( ſaith our Lord Jeſus) as have loved you, that ye alſo love one anot her, 
by this ſhall ull know that ye are my Diſciples, if you love one another, © Alas! 


al- the Contentions and Diſſentions of this time look not like the badge of 
— Chriſt's Diſciples, nor are his Children in our Land and Day known by that 
ap livery. And very deſervedly is it ſo commended as a badge of his Diſciples, 
— becauſe it is a fruit of the Spirit of Grace joined with Faith, Gal. 5: 22, 
"Ss roducing Peace as another Fruit of it, againſt which there is no Law. A8 
— Faith worketh by Love, ſo Faith in -Chritt Jeſus, and Love to all the Saints, 
M4 are inſeparably connected, Col. 1: 4. And ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Joh. 3: 14. 
ne We know that we have paſſed from death to life, becauſe we lone the Brethren, © 
0 y It is alſo inferred and inculcated as a certain Evidence of Faith by Peter, 1 
— Pet. 1: 22. By him you believe in God ----- ſeeing you haut purified your Souls 
ing | a B 2 2. 


—— co &— — — - — ——_— — — = 


T | K: 0 
in obeying the Truth, through the Spirit unto. unfeigned leave of rbe men. 
T 4 that obey the Tub will love the Brethren 3 Therefore he infers and 

exhorts, See that you love one another with a pure heart ferpentiy. As tou- 

ching brotherly love 22 Paul, 1 Theſſ. 4. 9.) Tou need not t bat I write: 
unto yon, for you your ſelves are taught of God te love one another. Vet he 
thought it ſo neceſſary to inculcat it, that he writes again and again of it, 

Rom. 12: 9, 10. Let Love be without diftemulation : Be kindly. affettionat one 
to another with brotherly Love, in honour ; preferring one another, Follows: 
verſe 16. as a Duty conſequent upon this, Be of the ſame mind. Yet there 
were ſeveral Debates and Offences in that Church of the Roman, as we fee 


Chap. 14 and 15. Heb. 13: 1. Let Brot herly love continue. Yet the Hebrew 


were very much divided about the obſervation of the Ceremonial Law; and 
it ſeems ſome did ſeparat from Societies and Meetings one with another. 
But as to that he ſays, Hieb. 10: 5 27. ＋ us conſi der one anvt ber to pr ovoke- 
zinto love and good works, not for King the Aſſembling of. aur. ſelves together, 
as the manner of ſome is. Hence we lee, if there were more Love, there would: 
be more Union and Communion, not@ithſtandi of Differences. (2) Re- 
Eonciliation, Agreement and receiving one another, is much preſſed and 
inculcated in Scripture, as Matth. 5: Leave thy Gift before the Altar, 
and go thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy Brather, aud thin cane and offer thy 
Gift. As long as there are differences and diſtances between us and our 
Brethren not removed by. Reconciliation,” our Acceptante, Profit and Edi- 
fication-is marred : And if this Reconciliation: cannot he obtained any o- 
ther way, there muſt be mutual Forgiveneſs; Not Judiciary; to take away the 
Guilt, that is GOD's Prerogative; But Charitative, which muſt be extended 
to many. more Offences and Treſpaſſes than are confeſſed and. acknowledged 


* 


to us; For we are taught to pray in the 1 l Forgive 


4s our Debts as we 255 our Debtors. And the Lord adds, v. 14, 1c. For 
1 you forgive Men their Treſpaſs your heavenly Father — e 
but if you forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will ypur Fat her forgive your. 


 Treſpaſſes.. But if the Lord did forgive no other Treſpaſſes to us, but What 


we Explicitly and Expreſly confeſs and acknowledge; there would be ma 
unforgiven in the beſt : For who can undenſtand his Errors, and all: his ſera 


Faults, Pal. 19: 12. The Lord forgives us if we. confeſs all that We are con; 
vinced of, and mourn implicitly over the reſt. So Love and Charity obliges 
us to think our Godly Brethren that have offended us, da mourn over all. 


their Treſpaſſes implicitly, and even thoſe wherein they have offended us: 


tho they. cannot confels them to us till they be convinced they are T reſpaf. 
ſes. When Peter asked rhe Queſtion, Moth 18: 21. Lord low . ceſpal 
my Brother ſin againſt. me, and I forgive him? till ſeven times ?- He thought. 
that very much, as We think once too much. But Jeſus ſaith, J ſay not A 
ril ſeven times, but until ſeventy times ſeven. This. is not to be reſtricted 

Injuries, but even to Spiritual Offences and Scandals, until 


3 


unto perſonal 
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they be brought to the Churches Cognizance, For upon occaſion ot 6ar Lord's. 
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iſcourling on the procedure on Bl brings in this Beſtion: 
.Whence, by the way, we may learn, That When our Brother offerids us one: 
or twice, or ſeven times, we are not the firſt inſtant to withdraw Fm 
Church Communion with him, until we' firſt tell Him his Fault ſecretly, a 
then take one or two more, after we can proceed no further privatly; then 

we may tell the Church, but not withdraw,” till he be ſentenced by them 
when there.are Church Judicatories to be apptied to. We are rcommanded 

. Eph. 4. ult. 1% he kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving” one another 
even as God for Chriſt hath forgiven us: Which muft not be reſtricted to 
perſonal Injuries; For God, for ( hriſt's ſake, forgives us other Offences than 
theſe : Nor only to ſuch Offedces as are confeſfed and acknowledged; For 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, forgives other Offences than thefe too, as I 'ſhewed: 
above. It is commended as-a part or proof of the new Man ot Grace, Col. 
3:13. Jo forbear one another, and forgive ont another, if any Man have 1 
guarrel againſt any Man, even as Chrilt forgave us, ſo alſo ſhould me do. Where 
«alſo there is anather way of Reconciliition commended, which is Forbeiry-- 
ing e, This is eaſier than een a paſſing by ſome Matters in controver- 

\ fie, as-dowbtful Diſput ations, ſpoken. of Rom. 14; 1; and conſequently. doubtful 
Präctiges are to be forborn, Nom. 151. We then that ure ſtrong; orght to bear 
* with the Inſir mit ies of the weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves, but to pleaſe om 
| Neighbour. for hy Good tor Eatficatien,, for eden Chrit pleaſed "not "himſelf. 
. Whence the. Apaſtle prays, vetl. G. That © they ay with one mind and on 

ꝝnout h glorify Gd. How 2 1 o other way but by coming to reheat = 4 
ments in:theſe doubtful Diſputations and Infirmities? No other way tit by. 

. 1 0 weak confeſſing their Infirmit ies and the ſtrong their Offences? No, But: 

faith he: verſ. 7 rey you one another, as Chriſt alſo received us to the 552 
50 Go +. How did Chriſt receive us? Never until wie were perfectly inform 

.ed.ahd. reformed? Did he never receive us till we confeſſed all our partieu : 

„lar S106, i and fach as we did ignorantiy? Noz Then we had neyer Beem re. 

- ceived; except he had pleaſed to take us with many Faults and much ĩgnou- 

. Fance. In many Caſes then, the way. to endeayour the Unity of the. Spirit in 

the bond of Peace, Eph. 4; 2, 3. is with lowlynefs and — 2 ami long ſuffe-- 

ring to forbear one another in love. (3) The Study of: ſeeking; purſuing, en- 

terkaining Peace and Peaceableneſs is much preſſed and prijſed: Nom. 12 18. 
Fit be poſſible at much as lyeth in jou, live peaceably with all Aen. Meaning 
fo far as it is lawful without fin, and fo fir as it is Duty lying. on us; with-- 
. out reſpect to the length of their Condeſcendings to us, and fo far as it con- 

_ fiſts wich Holineſs, Heb. 12: 14. Follow Mrs with all Men, and holmef+.. 
Zech. 8: 19; Love the Truth and Peace. It is commanded eſpecially in rhe: 
Caſe of abounding Offences, when Chriſt's little ones are offended with ma- 

. ny things. Aar k. g: ult. Have ſalt in your ſelves, and have. peace ane with 
aAuot her. The want of Peaceableneſs, as well: as the want of Truth, will! 
make our Salt to loſe its ſavour. And in the Caſe of abounding Debates: 8c 

. Differences about Offences, Rom. 147 19. Let us (ſaith-the A ming 
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after the-things which make for peace, and things whereby we may edify one 


another, 1 Cor. 7: 15. God hath called us to peace, It is recommended in the 
Caſe of many Diſorders in the Church, 1 Cor. 14:'3 . For God ts not the 
Author of cenfufion, but of Peace, as in all Churches of the Saints, This 
is the Bond of Unity, ſutable to the Vocation wherewith we are called, Eph. 
4: 3. Endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, It is 
recommended to People with . to Miniſters, 1 Thel. 5: 13. Be at peace 
among your ſelves, And to Miniſters with reſpect to People, 2 Tim. 2: 22. 
Follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, &c. And itis urged with Ar- 
guments, Jam. 3: 7. 18. The Wiſdem that is from above is firft pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be intreated. And the fruit of Righteouſneſs 1 


Jſowen in peace of them that make peace. And by many Promiſes, having the 


Promiſe of Life added to it, and ſeeing many good days, Pſal. 34: 12, 14. 
What Man is he that deſireth life and loveth many days, that he many ſee good? 
Depart from evil and do good, ſeek peace and purſue it. It muſt be purſued 
— followed even when it ſeems to flee away, and difficult to be obtained. 
The Promiſe of Proſperity to them that pray for it, Pſal. 122: 6. Pray for the 
peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love thee. Prov. 12: 20. To the Coun» 
ſellors of peace is joy. Matth. 5: 9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall 
be called the Children of God. 2 Cor. 13: 11. Be of one mind, live in peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you. | : h 
But 2. Union, Unity and Oneneſs in Intereſt, Affection, Judgment and 
Practice, Profeſtion and Wo! ſhip, is more expreſly commanded and com- 
amended in Scripture. 1. Expreſly it is commanded as a walking worthy of 
our Chriſtian Vocation, to endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace, Eph. 4. 3. by forbearing, v. 2. Even where there is not all the 
Condeſcenſion 1 from the oppoſit Party; For then there would be no 
need of forbearing. Phil. 2. 1, 2. I there be therefore any Conſolation inChriſt, if any 
Comfort of Love, if an e of the Spirit if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil 
ye ny joy that ye be like minded, having the ſame Love, being of one accord, of one 
mind. And ye ſee, ſome Preached Chriſt of contention at that time and in that 
Church, Chap. 1. 16. 1, Pet. 3. 8. Be all of one mind, having * one of ano- 
Srl be pitiful, be courteous, 1 Cor. 1. 10, I beſeech you Bre- 
thren by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and 
that there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye be perfeRtly Joined together in the 


Same Mind and in the ſame Judgment: For it had been declared to him, that 


there were Contentions among them, v. 11.Thisis recommended even in the 
Caſe of many Differences in Judgment. Phil. 3. 16. Nevertheleſs wherero we 


have already attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing. 
2. It is inferred from the near and indiſſoluble ConjunRion that is among the 


Lord's People; Having firſt one near and dear Relation of Brethren, both by 
Creation and by Profeſſion;Under one Maſter Chriſt, Mat: 23. &. And by Spi- 
ritual affinity having one Father, Mal: 2. 10. One Mother, Gal. 4. 26. and 


one Elder Brother, Johm 20. 17. Heb. 2. 11. Whence is inferred, Gen. 13. B. 


There 


__ 


* 


how pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together in Unity. Next, having one ſo 
near an Incorporation together as being one Body. 1 Cor: 10. 17. For we bes 
ing many are one Bread and one Body, for we are all partakers of that one Bread. 
As in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, not only Union and Communion 
with God in Chriſt, but Union and Communion with the Members of his Bo- 
dy, is repreſented, carried on, and ſealed up, unto his ſecond Coming. As 
Communion in falſe Worſhip makes the Communicants one in fin (as is clear 
from that place), ſo Communion in true Worſhip, where the Altar is ſancti- 
fied according, unto the Lord's Inſtitution, makes the Communicants one in 
Duty, even where there are many Offences, many Corruptions and Diſor- 
ders in the fellow Worſhippers, as was in that Church of Corintb. And ftinal- 
ly, having one common Happineſs in regard of the Obje&, Rule, Graces, and 
Priviledges of Worſhip, it is ſtrongly inferred by the Apoſtle, they ſhould 
endeavour to keep the.Vnity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: Becauſe, Eph: 
4. 4. There is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one Hope of your 
Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is a+ 
bove all, and through all, and in you all, In that Chapter alſo it is inferred from 


the end of alt Goſpel Miniſtry and Ordinances, which is. to make all the 


Members of Chriſt one Body and one Man in him. Verſe 12. 13. They are all 
given for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the Unity of the 
Faith and of the Knowledge of the Som of God, unto a perfect Man, &c. It may 
be inferred alſo from this, that as the Church Triumphant is but one in Hea- 
ven, lo the Church Militant is but one in Earth; Therefore all the true Mem- 
bers thereof ſhould ſtudy Unity; This Truth of the Oneneſs of the Catholick. 
Viſible Church, being the Ground of all the Union and Communion in the 


Ordinances thereof. Cant. 6. g. My Dove, my Undefiled is but One, She is tbe 


only One of Her Mother. If the Church be One, Diviſions and divided Com- 
munions in her muſt either inferr that this one Church is many, made ug of 
Heterogeneous parts, or that the Church divided from is nota part of that 
one Church, and hath broken off from that which compacts the Body toge- 
ther. 3. It is promiſed as a choice Bleſſing of the well ordered Covenant. 
Jer. 32, 39. Iwill give them one Heart and one Way, that they may fear me for 
ever. It is joined in the Promiſe with the. new heart. Ezekr11. 19, Iwill 
give them one Heart: and I will put anew Spirit within you, &c. Exel: 37. 17. 
It is promiſed concerning divided: Ephraim and Judah: Join them one to ano- 
ther into one Stick, and they ſhall become one in thine hand. 4, As it is promi- 
ſed, ſo it is prayed for by the Apoſfle, Rom. 15. 5,7. Now the God of Patience 
and Conſolation, grant you to be like minded one towards another according ta 


Chriſt Jeſus, that ye may with one Mind and one Mouth glorify God. And upon 


this he ſubjoins the Exhortation, Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chrift al- 
ſo received us. Yea it is pray ed for by our Lord Jeſus in his Interceſſory Pray- 


er, Which is a Specimen of his continued Interceſſion ta this day, Jom 177. 


II. 21, 23. Holy Father keep through thine own Name thoſe whom thou haſt given. 


NG. f 
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There ſhould be no ftrife among Brethren. Pſal. 133. 1. Behold how good and 


. ne, that they may be one 4s we are > that they all may he on 77 thou Father art 
0 
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in me and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us, that the World may believ 
that t hon haſt ſent me: I in them and thou in me, that they may be made perfefs 
in one, &c. Which ſhews,that Union with the Lord is his great deſi e, as it was 
his deſign in coming into the World and ſhedding his Blood, to Reconcile Fews 
and Gentiles not only to God, but to Unite them in one Body among them- 
ſelves, Eph: 2. 14, 16. He made both one, and broke down the middle Wall 
of Partition between us, to make himſelf of twain one new Man, ſo mal ng Peace, 
and that he might reconcile both unto God, in one Body by the Croſs, &c. it 
all theſe Scriptures were conſidered, preſſing Union as much as any Duty, 
the Endeavours of Eſtabliſhing it would be very eaſy and pleaſant, and De- 
bates would ſoon be compoſed, 3 f | | 
Conſid: 2. It is a general Truth alſo, the Confideration whereof would 
ontribute much to put a cloſe to theſe Contentions, on the other hand, 
That Diviſion, Contention, and Schiſm in the Church are great Evils, con- 
cerning which the Scriptures clearly hold forth, (1.) That they are ng 
ly ſinful, Prov. 17. 19. He loveth r ty ve" that loveth Strife. Debate 
placed among the Fruits and Effects of the judicial Plague of a reprobat Mind, 
given up to do things that are not convenient, Rom. 1. 28, 29. Strife, it is 
placed among the Works of Darkneſs, Rom: 13. 12, 13. Va, iance and Strife are 
Fund among the Works of the Fleſh, Gal: 5- I9, 20. It is named by the A- 
poſtle vain jangling, as the conſequent of {werving from Faith and a good 
Conſcience, 1 Tim: 1. 6. Wheretore the Apoſtle is ſo carneſt in beſeeching 
by the Name of our Lord Jefus, that there be no Diviſions or Schiſms, 1 Cor. 
I. 10. That there be no Schiſms in the Body, Cor: 12. 25. And to beware of 
Dividers, eſpecially under the Name of Dogs, Evil-workers, the Conciſion 
Phil. 3. 2. by whom he underſtands the Jews, that made ſuch a ſtickle an 
ſchiſm about the Circumciſion and Ceremonies of Moſes, Dividers and fow- 
ers of 152 are repreſented among the moſt hateful of Sinners. They are 
among the Six Things that the Lord hates, and the ſeven that are abomination un- 


to him, Prov: 6. 16, 19. Concerning whom the Apoſtle warns, Rom. 16. 
17. Tbeſcech you Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
trury to the Doftrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. (2) That th 


are fooliſh, Prov. 18: 6. A Fools lips enter into Content ion, and his mout 
calleth for ſtrotes. On the contrary, Prov. 20: 3. It is a honour for a Man to 
ceaſe from ſtrife, but every Fool will be medling, This is not to be reſtricted 
unto Secular or Wordly ſtrifes, but holds true alſo of Church Diviſions, 
(3) That it is an Effect and Evidence, and alſo the Cauſeof the Anger of the 
Lord. It is an Effect; Lam. if 16. The Anger of the Lord hath divided them, 
he will no more regard them, It is alſo a . Cauſe of Wrath, becauſe 
a great Sin, as is ſhewed above. Rom. 2: 8. The Lord will render to evety 


one according to his works, unto them that are Contentious, Indignation and 


Wrath, We ſhould endeavour to be affected and afflicted with the im- 


preſſion of this as a Plague, as much as if we were labouring under the Sword, 


Fa- 


3 Ages CRT a 
Famine or Peſtitence.” And if we Ade Condes bow much ot the Am 
ger of the Lord appears in it, that we have not only Men in 1 
us, but an Angry d Dividing us, then all of us, even the moſt Innocent, as 
to the. immediat riſe of it, would find our ſelves obliged to humble our: 
ſelves under bis Hand, and ſeek to remove the Strokes as much as other 
Plagues. (4.) That it is an Evil which produceth the ſaddeſt Effects, as in 
its own Nature it is 13 — no good Effects, however Men improve it, 
being not a Mean of Edification of the Lord's Appointment , and therefore 
cannot be uſed in Faith and Expectation of the Lord's Bleſſing, which the 
Lord Commands and Cofferrs as the Dew of Hermon, and as the Dem thar 
deſceyded upon the Mountains of Lion, upon them that are in Unity, Fſal. 
133. alt. * the account of the ſad Effe@s of Diviſion, it is deſcribed to 
be very hateful and hurtful by the Apoſtle, James 3. 15, 16. This Wiſdom a 
ſeendeth not from above, but is. Earthly,'. Senſaul, Deviliſh: For where E 
vying and Strife is, there is Canfufion and every evil Work. For, in Experience 
it is alwiſe found, and in our Day ſadly felt, to have produced many Diſor- 
ders, ſpoiling the Church of its Purity and Peace, Government, Order and 
Beauty of Ordinances, marring the Goſpel's Succeſs, bringing the Miniſtry 
into Contempt, jumbling, torturing, and racking the Minds and Conſcience 
of thoſe that are ingaged in the Conteſt , obſtructing the Power, diverting: 
the Practice and Spiritual Exerciſe, and wearing out the Life of — 2 1 
making Chriſtians Carnal. 1. Cor. 3. 3. Whereas there is among you rife 
and Diviſions: Are ye not. Carnal and Walk as Men, Hence Jude v. 19. 
Theſe that promote a Schiſin are ſaid to be Senſual,” not having the Spirit. It 
is very Grieving to the Spirit of God; Eph. 4. 30..being a Spirit of Love ànd 
Peace; And therefore no wonder he withdraw his gracious Preſence and 
Countenance from Ordinances, when a 3 are ſtill promoting Diviſion: 
And that they ſhould Complain, Wherefore Faſ we and thou ſeeſt not, wherefore 
haue we aflitted our Soul, and thou takeft no knomledge? The Reaſon is in, 
Je. 58. 4. Behold —— for Strife and Debate. It is inconſiſtent with the 

riving, yea or Standing of the Church or Kingdom, where it continues 
long. A. k 3. 24. j Kingdom be Divided againſt it lf, that Kingdom can- 
not tand. 18 obſtructive to any Generation Work, for the good or 
ſtanding of a Church or Kingdom. The Diviſion of Ruben, (for which there 
were great Thoughts and Searchings of Heart) dic under their coming out 
with Barak to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſt the Mi- 
ghty, Judg. 5. It produces many Offences, which, Wirk örber Woes threat - 
ned, are connected with Contentions, Matth. 28. G, 7 10. and are reci- 
procally productive of one another; Diviſions producing Offences and De- 
fections on the Left Hand, and Extravagancies on the Right Hand; And theſe 
again producing Diviſions: And through Heart Alienation and Jealouſy which 
it breeds, and Mens Fervour, in following different Humours and Intereſts; 
both ſides become worſe; The one more; Lax and Lukewarm, the other 
moxe hot and heady in Zeal, 1 to Knowledge. To all may 
5 | 1 
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they have many ſtrong Tentations in Diviſion, which the longer it continues 
the farther it is from ſtinting or ſiſting, and the worſe to be compoſed and 
cloſed. Therefore ſaith Wiſdom, Prov. 17. 14. The beginning of Strife is at! 
when one letteth out Water; Therefore leave off Contention before it be medled 
with, And Prov: 18. 19. A Brother offended is harder to be won than a Rrong 
City, and their Contentions are like the Bars of aCaftle. Hereby alſothe Ungod= 
ly are Offended and Scandalized, being incouraged tu applaud themſelves 


- when. it is of any Permanency, it is productive of Errors: Theſe are knit to- 
gether, 1 Cor. 11. 18, 19. 1 hear that there be Druiſians among you, there muſt be 
alſo Hereſiez among yon. It is rare to ſind, wherever Diviſion continued long, 
but it hath brought forth Error, Divided Practiſes alwiſe leading Men to 
lay down and maintain ſuch Principles as _— ——— And thus the 
World comes to be Plagued With Atheiſm, being tempted to think Religion 
but a Fancy. Therefore the Lord Jeſus Prayeth for Unity, amonꝑſt bis Diſ- 


theſe Evils of Diviſion were believed and conſidered, it would not be difficult 
to per ſwade to Union. f ena 255nnihg 7070 
. Confid. 3. It would be exceed ing helpful to make ndavours of Union Ea- 
12 and is in it ſelf a very neceſſary Daty, to Search aud Enquire:itto/the'Cau- 
es of Diviſien, and remove them im the firſt place, then the Effects will ckaſe. 
99 The Holy Cauſe is, firſt, the Lord's Soveraignty overruling it, for the Trial 
his People, x Cor. 11. 19. There is the ſame Cauſefor Diviſion, às fur 
Hereſy, that they which are Approved may be made Manifeſt. © Secondly, His. 
Holy Anger puniſhing Defection and the Miſimprovement'of Peace and Unien, 
for which the Anger of the Lord hath divided us, Lam. 4 — This wauld be 
firſt ſought: to be removed, by Searching and Trying ur Ways, and Turning 
ain to the Lord; Examining our ſelves about our State, Whether We have 
mon and have kept Communion with the Lord or not; And about ou Ways, 
whether we have had any Acceſſion either formally to the bringing in of this 
Evil, or virtually to the procuring it, by provocking the Lord to Anger. 
Tis a Fault in too many, that they charge others as only blamable in ſuck Ca · 
les, as if they were altogether Innocent; It were far better, that every one 
were ſaying, Is it I? Is ir Ir that baue bern acceſſor y to this Evil; ' Few will. 
be found free, but one way: or other have Had a Hand in this! Provöratien. 
This would be removed by Repentance, Mourning, and Wreſtling with the 
Lord for Pardon, and for Healing our Breaches. We ſnould have ſolemn 
Days of Prayer and Humiliation, for. Addrefling the God of Peace; chat he 
may ſettle Truth and Peace in our Days, Tul. 121. & Pray: for 2 
| Jeruſalem. : If this Duty were Conſcientiouſly gone about ud ' followed; 
ö would be eaſy to Unite: Union with God would :foon' bring forth Unixy a+ 
Vong his People. (2.) The ſinful Cauſe is Defection from the right Ways of 
dhe Lord, to the Right hand or to the Left, 'whict/is' alwiſe the Mother of 
0 | . Diviſion. As Progreſs in Pefection is alſo phe Effect of wafer Dido 


= 5 
* 
N 


in their own Way, and to reproach the: Way ot God. Fmally, at length, 
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ciples, Fehn 17. 21, 23. That the World might believe t har Chrift was ſent. If 
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When there is aVariance between the Lord and his Spouſe, playing the Harlot +| 
with many Lovers, there muſt needs then be a Diviſko amonorhe Chilizen of | 
the Family; Some taking the Mothers part abbetting, her in her NefeRion; 
And other ſome taking the Fathers part, pleading with their Mother to gut 
away her Whoredoms, and her Adulteries from between her Breaſts, ” This 
on the one fide is. Duty, if due Methods and Meaſures, he obſerved; But the 
moſt difficult of all Duties to be managed, by reaſon of Mens Corruptions, and 


the obvious eaſineſs of degenerating unto Extremes. This hath: been the wre- -.- | 


tched Spring of all our woful Diviſions in our Land and Day, This Church 
was once as Famous for Union, as now ſhe is Infamous for Diviſion. - And now 
in our unhappy. Days, ſiuce the Lond was.provoked to give up Houſe with h 
8 ife.there hath been nothing butDiviſion and Confuſion among theChildreg. 
The Enemies came in by force and fraud, and by the Yieldings of theſe 
that ſnould have ſtood in the Gap, whereby they were enabled and encod- 
raged with their own leiſure, and pleaſure, without controul to break dow 
the Caryed Work of our Reformation With the Ax of an Act Reſcifſory, an 
to {et up their Enligns of Accurſed,: Abjured  Prelacy, and Blaſphemous Sg. 
premacy, for Signs of Victory obtained over the Followers of che Lamb. An 
after they had drunk their fill of the Blood of ſuch as did Reſiſt, they bega 
at length to offer ſome Terms whereupon they would ſuffer Chriſt's Servants 
de bye in ace ta ;tþe Nfarpers, ainped mh. a pegrence, of Brom .ur- 
der the notion of an Indulgence, but ſuch as, flow ing from, ſtanding upot 
and mall xef Modified by the Supremacy, did Teal 5 Ng 
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nizance of that Uſurpation, and a leaving off to oppoſe the pęeaceable Poſtet- 
ſion of that Robbery * Chriſt's Prerogatives a Fe he praceable Poiet 


Which was embrac'd and Compli'd with by ſome Miniſters, and copniy* 
at by many more, who formerly had fallen from their Stedfaſtneſs and Faith- 
fulneſs, in Countenancing of, in ſtead of otxpding againſt the Intruſion of 

Prelats and their. Curats: At laſt, when by wicked Oaths and Bonds, im- 
ſed to debanch, — ( 8 of ry 12 Miniſters ed 3 5 
elves, or perſwaded others to take them), a paſſage was prepared for the 
Intr Auen of Popery, and a Gap was W it by the late Popiſh To- 
eration, ſome Miniſters addreſſed for it, others embraced it to the Preju- 
085 of Relopmation, and withont s Wines for. it. I bell e 00 
ections, on the one hand, and many Extrayagancies, on the other, have beei 

the Cauſes producing all be dd Ee of DUwiſions among us. Now, the 
beſt and eaſieſt way, moſt acceptable to God and Man, of Remoying theſe 
were 1 3* mutual Confeſſion and Acknowledgment : And theſe that refaſe 5 
to do ſo, as far as they can be convinced from ſearching the Scriptures and 

their own Conſciences, ſhew themſelves no Friends to the Churches Peace. 
If Miniſters guilty on the one Gde woul. confeſs their Defections in ſuch a 
meaſure and in the like manner as we that Diſſented from them did confefs 

our Extravagancies at the Rene wing of the Covenants at Leſmahagow,which 
* Printed ie the World, 1 ſuppoſe, all Parties would be ſatisfied. * 
% pa K . 2 — | i © y — —— e 


the Lord would pour forth his Spirit, and enforee a Conviction of theſe. De- 


{<&tions, and extratt a Confeſſion of them; Then there would be. hope in 
liraet concerning this. Sure none will deny, but this is a neceſſary Duty, to 


make publick Confeſſion of publick Sins, even when Epidemical, that Wi 
but conſider the Practice of the Levites in Hezekiah's time. 2 Chron. 30: 22, | 


The Practice of the Levites and of all Iſrael in Ex time, Ezra 10: 1, 11. 


and in Nehemiab's time, Neh. 9 2. The Divine Precepts, Prov. 28: 13. Fer. 
©, 


3:13. And the Divine Promile, Fer. 50: 4, 5. In thoſe days the Children oj 
Tract ſhall come, they and the Children of Judah, weeping and going, they 
go and ſeeł the Lord their God, They ſhall ast the way to Zion with their faces 


thitherward, ſaying, Come and let us join our ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual 


Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. From which Mr. Durham, in his Ser- 
mons, from this place obſerves, That Heart-melting towards God, and Se- 
riouſneſs to make up the breach of a broken Covenant betwixt a People and 
Him, conduce natively to make the Hearts of thoſe that have been divided 
and ſet at variance from one another, in much warmneſs of Love to unite and 
ſweetly to join together. It is from this, that Iſrael and Judah became One 
ſtick in the Lord's hand, Ezek. 37: This makes them as melted Mettal to 
run cloſe together, as it were into one lump; Tho” it was a long continu'd 
Schiſme, and had much bitterneſs attending it, yet when their Hearts are 
touched with a ſenſe of fin and ofa broken Covenant, their former Differences 
and Animoſities evaniſn.  Softnets of heart in the bygone Senſe of Sin would 
filence many things among us, that all Diſputings, Writings and Printings 
will not be able to do, Pray for this to the Land, as the moſt effectual mean 
and way of curing our Diviſions, and of Uniting us in the Lord. It joins 1 


rael and Judah together, whoſe Breach was much greater, and of far longer 


continuance than ours. 3. The fomenting Cauſes that protract, promove 
and ſtrengthen Diviſton are many and manifold. (1) Darkneſs of Ming and 
Tgnorance, incident to all Men, who fee but in part, breeds Differences of 
Judgment, and Differences breed Diviſions,and Diviſions Separations; While 
one Party will not confeſs their Offences, becauſe they are not convinced 
through Darkneſs of Mind; And the other Party think, they muſt partake 
of their Sins, if they join with them without Confeſſion, not knowing to 
diſtinguiſh things, times and cafes that differ. The beſt Remedy of this were 
to exerciſe our ſelves more in the Practice and Power of Religion. When 
the Apoſtle is dehorting and diſſwading from fooliſh Janglings, he premits 
or ſubjoins this Remedy, 2 Tim. 2: 22. Follow- Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, 
Peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, This would draw 
off Mens minds from Queſtions and Strifes about Extrinſical Things. Tir. 3: 
8, 9. This is « faithful Jaying that they which have believed in God might 5 
careful to maintain good works, theſe things are good and profitable unto Men, 


bur avoid footiſh queſtions and ftrivings about the Law, for they are unprofitable, 
(2) Faction, or Factiouſneſs in pleading for points; Not only impoſing on o- 
thers the ſame length of light with themſelves roo vehemently, but preſling 
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Apollos, ſome for Cephas, ſome even for Chriſ faiouſly, 1 Cor. 1: 12. Un 
that pretext rather ſetting forward a Party and: Side th 
Prov. 26: 21. As coals are to burning 'roals and wood to fire, ſo is a content 


Man to kindle ftrife.. Eſpecially when the People are engaged in the Des. - 


bate, then tis more difficult to compoſe it, for fear of diſplealing them. 
Remedy for this were to be ing 
Glory of God the Good of t 
Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Advantage of Truth, more than any Party among 
Creatures. (3) Self, or Selfiſnneſs, may have” Influence upon this ſeveral 
ways, as reſpect to Credit and Honour, under the Appearance of reſpecł to 
the Cauſe, which tempts Men, eſpecially Miniſters, to be tenacious., Some- 
times for fear of being Cenſured for former Faults, which makes them ſtand 

ſo much for Extenuating or Excuſing them; Sometimes for fear of loſing 
Credit, by relenting from former Eagerneſs. And yet there may be not on- 
ly Confidence of the Equity of the Cauſe they contend for, on Both hands, but 


2 


an apprehended Teftimony of their own ſingleneſs in following it, and that 


on both hands too. Vea both Parties may have Acceſs to God, and have Li- 
berty to Pray even in referenne to the thimgs they are ſtriving about, as is 
known by frequent Experience. The Remedy for this were Self denial; 
Sobriety, and Tenderneſs. Rom. 15: 2, 3. In bearing Infirmities of Weak, and 
not plealing our ſelves, for Chriſt 8 not himſelf. (4) Pride, grudging 
to be (lighted, Scorning to condeſcend, Envying others Reputation, inci- 
dent even to an Aaron ànd Miriam againſt Moſes, and tothe Diſciples; con- 
tendivg who ſhould be greateſt. Prov. 13: 10. Only by Pride cometh Cont ent ion. 
Prov. 28: 25. He that 15 of a proud heart ftirreth np ſtrife, Humility would 
ſoon bring Unity. (5) Paſton, on both hands too much prattiſed, vented 
in Perſonal Refleftions and upcaſting of things, to make one another odious, 
and mutual: reſenting of the ſame. Prov. 15: 8. A wrathfal Mfan ftirreth up. 


ſtrife, but he that 1s /low to anger appeaſeth ftfife. Prov. 30: 33. Surely rhe chur- 


ning of Milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the noſe bringeth forth 
blood, ſo the forcing of wrath bringeth forth — Meekneſs is ce Cub e 
this. (6) FJealouſie, Su . one anothers. Integrity, aggreging and put- 
ting the worſt conſtruction of anothers Infirmities, wreiting and putting, 
«the worſt conſtructions on one anothers Words and Actions, as we find in 
Job's Friends. This Prejudice is promoved too much by intertaimng of 
Tale-bearers on every fide, and too Credulous and Sedalous taking u 
ſpreading Reports and Reproaches one of another. Prov. 26: 20. ere no 
wood is there the fire goeth out, ſowhere there is no Tale-bearer the ftrife ceaſeth.. 
All this is the Effect of the Want of Love, which grows cold when: Iniquity 
abounds. Matth. 24 12. The Remedy of this would be Love. Prov. 10: 1 2. 
Hatred tis reth up ttrife, but Love covereth all Sins. Charity thinktth no evil 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endicreth all thi "0 


it more to abet 4 Party than to advantage Truth Some for Paul, for R 


an Chriſt's Honour. 


le in our ends, propoſing ta our ſelves tb 
e Church in general, the Advancement of 


p, and. 


p 
1 Cor, 13: 5,7. There would be no Schiſme of the Members of the Budy,, 
25 had. 


| 


had they the ſame Love to, and * Ke ere one for another, 1 Car, 12 


25. (7) Peremptorineſs without condeſcending on either hand in things that 
might be condeſcended uhto, that hath a great ; yand in keeping up Diviſions. 
The Remedy of this, and a great help to make Union Ealy,Were mutual Con 
deſcending. It cannot be denied but this is lawful and. Expedient in many 
things, ſince all the Commands of, oebearapee formerly hinted do-'impart 
this. The Apoſtle faith oy "Rom, 15: I. We then that are ftrong ought to 
bear with the I»firmities of the weak, and not to pleaſe. our ſelves. Let every 
one of us pleaſe his Neighbour, for his good to Ediſicat ion; To wit, by Con- 
deſcenſion: And propoſeth his own Exam le for a Pattern, 1. Cor. g: 19, 

21, 22. For tho I be free from all Men, yet have I 75 — 
that I might gain the more. And unte the Jews I became Few, that I might 


ain the Jews ;, Tv them that are under the Law, as under the Law, that I might 
Lain them that ar®'under the Lam; To them that are without Law, as without 
Law (being not without Law to God, but under the Law to Chriſt } that I 
might gain them that are without Law. To the weak became 1 as weak, that I 
might gain the weak : Iam made all things ta all Men, that I might by all means 
ſave ſome. We muſt not indeed condeſcend to any thing that may, involve 
us in Sin any manner of way, in Approving of, Conniving at, or Comply» 
ing with the Sin of others : Nor muſt we condelcend to forbeax what is ne- 
ceſſary Duty: But ſo far as to inſinuat by all means that we intend to gain, 
not only the Edification, but the Affection of the diſſentient Farty; So far as 
to abſtain from what may offend them, and from all unnecęſſary and perem - 
ptory preſſing beyond their Light to come our length; Lea ſo far as no- 
thin Gould ea ſtop to it but this, I cannot do and fin againſt God. This 
Condeſcending ſhould be mutual, ſo that one Party would not require or 
expect full Submiſſion or coming over to the other; For that's not Union bus: 
Dominion: Nor ſhould it on any fide be levelled according to the lengt 
that the other goeth; But albeit Condeſcenſion fall upon one ſide, yet theothe 
ought to condeſcend as far as is p flible, lawful or expedient, Rom. 12: 18. 
In Obedience to God, and with reſpe& to the Edification of the Church, 
which we ſhould alwiſe ſeek, tho others be Defective. Yea, that Party that 
ſeemeth righteſt in the Matter, and hath moſt Advantages, ought to be moſt 
Condeſcending, becauſe they are the Strong that ſhould bear with the Wea- 
ker: And it's more juſt and lafe, that the Strong ſhould Condelcend to thg 
Weak, becauſe that's within their Reach, than that the Weaker ſhould be 


driven up to the Strong, which were to over-drive them. Theſe who haye 


Condeſcended moſt, have ever been thought the greateſt Friends to the 
Church, and moſt tender of her Intereſt, which Mr. r nn preſſes 
at length, on Scandal, part 1. and part 4. page 40, 264, 298, 299, Cc. 326, 
and elſwhere, If all theſe — 1 ſeriouſly aid to Heart, much more 
needed not to be ſaid, to make Union in our preſent Circumſtances attain- 
able, and eaſily acceſſible. | . Ginny 


— 
* 


- 4 * 
But, 
— 7 9 > 


\ 


t, in the Second: A purpoſe more'cloſely,Huall lay PR * 
3 and Conceſſory Beete det may ſerve both for Cautions 
— the better underſtanding of what is ſaid already, and for Condeſcenſions 

paratory to what remains to be ſaid: Whereby it will r, our preſent 
ples will not infer ſuch a Change of Prineiples, nor ſuch —_— tracliction to 
and Teſtimonies, as is alledg'd; 


our former Pleadings in Lk indications 


: Tho, if there were really | ſuch a Change. it ſhould not invalidat what is now 
offered to Conſideration, but would only' infer, our Judgment is Hable to 


the Imperfection of Mutability and Fallibility, which is common to all on 
this ſide of time. But if l have, or ever had any underſtanding of the Senſe of 


* what was formerly declared to the World to 2 our Judgment, (as 1 _ 


none alive this day, that cap pretend to have had more en 45 of bein 

informed of it, or to haye W N to Explain it, tha my ſelf) 1 K 
no eee e Contradiction betwixt What We plead! for or now and hot 
conſidering the Diverſity of the Subject and of the Times, BN 
Jy Notwithſtanding of all that'is ſaid for the Commendation of Union ſrom 
Scripture, it is not every Union in any Terms that is pleaded for, Not an 
Union in Confederacy, with _ that Say a Confederacy in Compliance 
with Wicked e 8. 2. Notan \Udion of Conſpiracy with. 


Delection] Zeke 22. or” Ugion' that may ohſtruct us from. Duty, 
or obſtr the maintaining bf the Teſtimony, or involve us in — oblige 
us to p —— or*to a app prove Condemned: Sins, or condemn Approved - 4 
ties " No Uoion in any Terms, that may make us partakers with the Sins we 
have Contended again{t : No Union that may make us quite any Truth, or 
ſurceaſe from any -/f ; But that Unian-which is rightly Qualities and Sea- 
foned with Sulf g. At in the Lord and for — That Union that. 
may make us boch Fa Faithful in Iſrael; 2 Sam: 20. 19, Such 4 
Peace only, as conſiſts r ich. de purt ing from Evil and doing Good, Pfal: 34 14, 
Such a Peace only as Conſiſts with Truh, Zech: 8. 9. Only ſo far asis Pol 
fible or Lawfal, Kom. 12. 18. 80 lar only as it Conſiſis with Holineſs, Heb. 
12. 14, That which is #1 Pare and then Peaceable, Jam. 3. 17. Which are 
all Scripturat Qua n and therein required. We are not pleading: 
for an Union in Deformation, but in Reformation: Not for Union in Cour? 
ſes of Cohtormiry:: with Prelacy, 'or Compliances with Eraſtian Supremacy, 
or Abſolut Popith Tyranny: Not an Union with Indulgence or Toleration,, 
* Not with Sin, bare with Sinners now returned to their Duty. Only 
RA far Union e yterian Miniſters, —— — 4 


ine, Worſhip ine and Government, and oppoling 
lacy, Ervſtaniſo, eee, and whatſoever is contrar 9 W 
Qrineand the Po - bed — of Godlitzeſs, according to the Word d renz 
on of Faith; and Coyenants, Gr. That however any of them ma de char — 


formerly, With 1211 DefeQs; in theſe Qualifications requited of theſe. 
we declared, We would ny 22 — — in times — Defection. 


can. 
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cannot be charged with ſuch Decas nor Separated from upon that accouftt ; 
To wit, theſe Miniſters that are cloathed with Chriſts Commiſſion in his Order- 
ly and Appointed Way, — free of Scandal as to their Minifterial and Perſonal: 
Walk, and of a Hameleſs Life and Converſation, according as Paul deſcribes it, 
1 Tim. 3. 2, 3, &c. And tho' they were involved before in times of Tentation, 
yet now do not perſiſt in Palpable and Manifeſt Defect ion, nor in any of theſe. 
things that are mentioned 'as Grounds ſufficient for Withdrawing, but ſtanding 
upon other Grounds, and having the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry free of De-, 
pendencies on Exotick Encroaching Powers, do now diſcharge what they haue 
in Commiſſion from Chrift Faithfully , and take up the Right State of the Lord's 
Cauſe, againſt both Right and Left Hand Oppefites, and do Maintain the pre- 
ſent Teſtimony (To wit, now ſtated againſt Popery, Prelacy, Supremacy, 
and Tyranny, ) and propagat the Reformed, Principles of the Church of Scot- 
land, according to the 17574 of God, our Confeſton of Faith, the Conſtitut ions of 
our Church, and the Oath of our Holy Covenants, ' And therefore, as it is there 
Declared and Offered, page gr. Wherever we can find any Minifter ſo Quali- 
ed, or if any will come — and clear himſelf of the former Exceptions, 
( which now is done, becauſe theſe cannot be now charged upon many 
chargable before) We ſhould Call 'them, Hear them, Own, Countenance and 
Imbrace them, Obey and ſubmit our ſelves to them in the Lord. It is true, it 
is there required, That they ſyould clear themſelves, by a declared Confeſſion 
and forſaking of their Offences, which have ftumbled the Godly in the Land, 
And pag. 89. We think it neceſſary, before we can join with them, that they due- 
dy reſent, confeſs, and forſake the ſame, Therefore, 2. I concede, Confeſſion 
is the beſt way of removing Offences, and at that time, in theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, it was very neceſſary before we could join with them; For then theſe 
Offences were ſtanding as Snares and ſtumbling Blocks, and Sins inſeparable 
from the very Exerciſe of their Miniſtery, and ſo could not but involve the 
Godly that countenanced them ſo circumſtantiated, in a Participation with 
them in their Offences: And without Conteſſing and Forſaking they ceuld 
not be removed, nor could there be Acceſs to. a Proteſtation againſt them, 
while theſe wicked Eſtabliſhments ſtood : And yet it were very deſirable, 
and neceſſary Duty in their part, to conſider their Defections and Offences: 
We are not for an Act of Oblivion, to paſs theſe things in ſilence: We plea- 
ded the Neceſſity of Confeſſion, and for the Synodical Condemnation of 
theſe things, both in our Overtures to the Miniſters for Union, and in the 
Renovation of the Covenants at Lesmahagow: We told at a Meeting at Dou- 
glaſs, we had no mind to ceaſe from Pleading this, by proteſting and teſti- 


_ tying agaivſt theſe things; And —— we did plead for it in our Pa- 


rs given in to the Aſſembly. But (1,) I deny, that this is the only way of 
— Offences, which {ome times "may ceaſe when they are + Say 
tho not confeſſed by Gffenders before they be convinced of them, whether 
the Offenders firſt forſake their Offences, or their Offences forſake them, 


they may be removed fo, as to ceaſe to be Snares and Grounds of * 
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(2.) As they may be confeſſed afterwards, and there is more Acceſs to engage 
them into a Confeſſion of them in an United Way, than in a Divided Way; So 
1 deny, when now they ceaſe to be Snares and Stumbling-blocks, and we a 
not required to juſtifie them, that the neceſſity of Confellin all paſt Offeh- 
ces is impoſed in the Scriptures as a neceſſary Condition of Communion at all 
Times, and in all Caſes, before Joining, Yea, I deny, that in the forementio- 
ned Place of Inform. Vindic. it is fo to be underſtood, That we would never, 
in no Caſe,join with them before they did Confels their Offences; But only, 
at that time in theſe Circumſtances, We could not lawfully imbrace them as our 
Miniſters, and concur with them in the PublickWork, as they and we were circum- 
t ant iat ed. As is expreſſed in following Cautions, Caur. F. I. & S. 2. pag. 92. And 
in the Cloſe of the third Caution, We reckon it not ſo much the giving the Of- 
fence, as Defending ef, and Continuing in it, that doth warrant our Withdrawing. 
Pag. 93. To wit, In theſe Circumſtances, when they continued in the Of- 
fence, as now they do not. Not only this, but all that is ſaid in that Book, 
muſt be underſtood with this Caution, which is every where added as a Re- 
ſtriction of all its Pleadings for Withdrawing to the then Circumſtances. 
Hence we have ſo often theſe Expreſſions again and again repeated, In a bro- 
ken State of the Church, in a Declining, Back/liding and Troubled State of the 
Church. pag. 36. While they perſift in their offenſive Courſes. pag. 61. Perſiſting 
in their Courſes, Pag. 62. Dift. 5. In this Broken and declining State of the 
Church, Pag. 73. 76, 78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 87, 88. Which is added to every 
Ground of Withdrawing. | | hy 
3. I concede, there are ſome ſolid and ſufficient Grounds neceſſitating Con- 
ſcientious People to Withdraw from ſome Church Communion at all Times. 
And there are others which only will juſtify Withdrawing at ſome times. I 
approve of theſe Hypotheſes in general, as Grounds of Withdrawing at all 
times, laid down by way of Premiſſion in Inform. Vindic. Head. 4. pag. 68. 69, 
70. (I.) We can join with none but ſuch as we muſt acknowledge Miniſters of 
Chriſt ſet over us by the Holy Ghoſt, and Faithful Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, then and there, when and where we join with them, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. And 
ſo we cannot acknowleage theſe as Chrift*s Ambaſſadors, by hearing or receivmg 
Ordinances from them who either never had a Call to preach, or never were 
cloathed with Chriſt's Commiſſion in his orderly appointed way, Rom. 10. 15. Jer. 
23. 21, 22, Joh. 10. 13. as is ſaid Ground 1. Pag. 71. But this cannot hinder 
from OwningfandUniting with Presbyterian Minifters who have a Commiſ- 
ſion from Chriſt, and an orderly Call, by Ordination from the Presby trie, and 
the Election of thePeople,which now they hold in Dependence upon,andSubor- 
dination untoChriſt as King, only in the Time when, and in thePlace where the 
exerciſe their Miniſtry. (2. Me can join with none but ſuch as we muſt ownChurc 
Communion with, in all the Ordinances,both as to Matter aud Manner, and Right 
of Adminiſtrat ion then and there And can approve in the circumftantiat 
Way of his diſpenſing Ordinances, as it muſt be regulated by the Word. So that 
if either of theſe be wrong, we _ Partakers of the Iniquity ; They that 
(#3 


ihe. 

eat of the Sacrifice being partakevs of the Altar, 2 Cor. 10. 17- 21, This is cons 
ſonant to the four General Grounds of Separation commonly allowed by all. 
" Hereſie in Doctrine, Idolatry, or Breach of the ſecond Command in the Mat- 
ter and Manner of Worſhip; Intruſion, or Tyranny of Government(encroach- 
ing upon the Right of Adminiſtration, and the Exerciſe of it then and there; 
And Schiſm, or a divided Government; in which Caſe there can be no Com- 
munion in Ordinances either of Word, Sacraments or Government, as Mr. 
Durham ſhows on Scandal, Part. 4. Chap. * N 341. But neither can this 
obſtru& nor impede our Communion with the Miniſters with whom we are 
pleading for Union: For, as none can doubt their Right to adminiſtrat all Or- 
dinances, ſo there is none of theſe Ordinances perverted by them, either in 
Matter or Manner, ſince they are not Erroneous in Doctrine, nor do break the 
ſecond Commandment in Worſhip, nor Intruders or Tyrannical, nor Schiſ-- 
matical in Viſcipline or Government. (3.) We can join with none with whom. 
Te-muſt, in our Countenancing 2 partake of their evil Deeds, Eph. 5.7, 
11. And make our ſelves in the Righteous Judgment of God obnoxious to their 
Puniſpments, Rev. 28. 4. Which is the fourth and fifth Argument againſt join- 
ing with the Toleration. Teſt. Pag. 31. It is granted by all, there muſt be 
then Separation, when there can be no Communion without Sin, And it is a 
certain Principle, Whenſoever it is a Miniſter's Sin to Preach, and he cannot 
Preach without Sin, preach as he will; when his very Preaching in ſuch and 
ſuch Circumſtances is his Sin, then it is People's Sin to Hear in ſuc hCircumſtan ; 
ees. But this is not the Caſe of — — Miniſters now, who in the 
-preſent Circumſtances may very well Preach without Sin, and conſequent! 

may be very wellHeard without partaking of their Sin :. For,our joining with 
thetn in preſent Duty (as their Preaching now is) cannot be a Partaking of 
their former Sin; For that ſin of theirs does not now affect the — of 
their Miniſtry, but is only Perſonal, which is not a Ground of Withdrawing. 
(4. We can join with none whoſe Sin we may be interpreted to homologat, either 


an their Entry to, or Diſcharge of their Office, or which may be ſo looked upon as 


a Teſt of our Submiſſion to them, or Badge of our Complyance with them, or Sign 
of our Approbation of them in their Sin, directij or indirectiy: For we muſt advert 
ru mhat it may be interpreted either in Lam, or in our own and others Conſciences 
1 Cor. 10. 28, 29, This were a Scandal carrying Offence along with it, 
Rrengthening and confirming to the Party joined with, aud ſtumbling to o-, 


thers; Which is the 6th. Argument againſt joining under the Toleration. . 


Teftzm, Pag. 32. But now the Caſe is altered with Presbyterian Miniſters : The 
Scandal lies not in joining with them now; For that cannot be interpreted, ei- 
ther in Law, or in any Conſcience, an Homologating of the Indulgence or Tor 
leration, being now in the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry under none of theſe : Nor 
is our Hearing of them, a ſubmitting to, or complying with, or approving of 
any Sin of theirs directly or indirectly; But the Offence lyes in Withdrawing 
now ; For _— they may be ſtrengthened and confirmed in their.Sin, being 
tempted Io-think 

25 Value, 


the former. Contendings aud: Teſtimonies againſt, it of no 
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Vane, fince now they ſee them degenerate to Schiſm and unwarrantable Se- 
paration. (J.) We ee with none from whom a Church duely conſtit ut ed, in- 
vefted with t _— ower of Chrift, and Capacity to exerce and improve it, 
world enjoin us to withdraw by their Cenſures, Which is allowed in ſome Caſe al- 
fo by the Author of Rect ius Inſtrnendum, Dial. 3. pag. 85. But ſure this will not 
oblige us to withdraw from all that offended us in a time of Tentation. No 
Church in the World, tho never ſo duely conſtituted would cenſure diſcipli- 
narily all guilty of Epidemick Backſlidings. Or if it ſhould draw forth its 
diſciplinary Cenſure againſt all, 1 certainly ſhe would not extend it equal- 
ly; But ſome would be cenſured by Depoſition (as may be the Addreſſers 
for the late Toleration, Perſwaders to Conformity with Prelacy, Subſcribers 
of Horrid Oaths, — — not to Preach during the Council's Pleaſure; I 
think theſe may be withdrawnlfrom, if they juſtthe theſe Courſes;) Others 
would receive a leſſer Cenſare : But Wirhdrawing is equivalent to the higheſt 
Cenſure, and therefore not to be uſed with reſpect to theſe Offences, eſpe» 
cially when paſt, which would only receive a leſſer Degree of Cenſure. Ge 
there Degrees of Miniſterial Authoritative Cenſure, and no Degrees of our 
private ſignifying our Diſlike? + 
4. I do willingly grant, there may be, at certain A ſome Circumſtan- 
ces, Come Grounds that may juſtify Withdrawing from Church Communion, 
which will not infer that Neceſſity at all times, when theſe Circumſtances 
alter. I own that which is faid in the /Form. Vindic. In the Declarations of 
the then State of the Teftimony, pag. 36. We hold that Schiſm is a very heinous, 
„ and hurtful Sin; yet this doth not hinder, but that it =p be Duty in 4 
Broken State of the Church (Mark this, for that is the > ow ircumſtance of 
the Caſe ) to withdraw from Miniſters chargeable with Defection; ſeing this 
Church had attained to ſuch a highDegree of Reformation (which made Defecti- 
on the more Heinous, ) and aa by ſolemn Covenants, we bound our ſelues tv 
maintain aud defend bee ſeing by reaſon of the Enemies Subnilty and Crualty 
( which both tempted Miniſters to comply, and hindred People to have Ac- 
ceſs to Judicatories for the removing ſuch Offences,) and the Fainting, Falling, 
and Failing of Miniſters, ſo many —_ Defett ions have been introduced, 
imbraced and countenanced ;, Seing in theſe times of Diftempering Confuſions, we 
were deprived of the Remedy Hin t Judicatories, whereunto we might recur 
N reftifying of Diſurders (In which Caſe we ſtill held there ſhould be no 
ichdrawing without previous Application to theſe Judicatories; ) Therefore 
we Held it xs our Duty, that when a Backſtiding or Defection is imbraced, avow» 
ed, and obſtinatly defended, ( Eſpecially ſuch whereby the very Exerciſe of the 
en K. held in Dependence upon, Subordination unto, and Complyance 
with a Wicked Power encroaching upon Chriſt'sPrerogative, and the Church 
es Priviledges, wheteby it is modeled, modified and authorized ) in a Decli- 


ning, Backſlithing, and Troubled State af the Church, ta leave 72 of the 
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Chur eth which hath made ſuth Deftekion, whether Miniſters or Prof, 
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part of the Church, Miniſters and Profeſſors, whether moe or fewer, who are t an- 
ding fteadfaſtly to the Defence of the Refor mat ion, witneſſing again others who, 
have turned aſide, and declined therefrom, until the Defect ions of the Back/liding 
Party be confeſſed, mourned over, and forſaken, —— To wit, in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances in that Broken State 4 the Church, and in that Declining, Back/liding, 
and Troubled State of the Church, as it is there reſtricted: This is no Separation 
from the Church of Scotland, either in her Doctrine, —— ' Diſcipline, or 
Government, but only a Departing or Going forth from. her Sins, Back:/lidings 
and Defettions, as me are. commanded by the Lord. And for a time only, 
from ſome Congregations, becauſe of theſe. This is not a.Poſitive or Active 
Separation from theChurch,caſting at it as noChurch,orDefaming the Miniſtry 
thereof, or gathering new diſtinct Churches; Only a Negative and Pafive Se- 
paration, refuſing to follow the declining Part of the Church, holding on in 
their new Courſe, and chooſing rather to ſtand ſtill, and cleave to that Part 
tho ſmaller, endeavouring to retain and maintain the Covenanted Work o 
Reformation, againſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm and SeRarianiſm, Schiſm 
and DefeRion, as is aſſerted Head 4. Dift. 8. pag. 62. Nor was it a fixed 
and fared Separation, ox Reſotution never to join with them in any Circum- 
ſtances, but only Conditional, while they continued in theſe Circumſtances, 
without Confefling or Forſaking their Sin. As it is Cautioned Head 4. Cant. 3. 
pag. 92. Hence, tho”, I think the Circumſtances are much altered, which 
ſhould induce us to change our way; Yet I have not much changed my Mind 
about the Grounds laid down for Withdrawing from Miniſters in the former 
Circumſtances, Head 4. from Pag. 71. to 88. The (1.) I have granted already 
among theGrounds agreeing with all Times; 1 allow alſo of the following. (2.) 
We judg, theſe are not to be owned or countenanced in their Adminiſtration 6fOrdi- 
nances, who have ſubjefted their Miniſtry to the Diſpoſal of Strange Lords, by 
laying it aſide, in Obedience to their Mandats, or taking new poteſtative Miſſion 
from them. Or if they pretend to keep their Old one which they had from Chriſt 
in his Legal and Appointed May; yet they have conſented to take a new Holding 
from, and upon a new Architettonic uſurped Power and Headſhip in the Exer- 
ciſe of it, by accepting a new Grant, Licence and Warrant _ the Uſurpers of 
their Maſter's Crown. Upon which Ground, in that broken and declining 
State of the Church, the Curats, who were ordained Presbyters, were with- 
drawn from; And theſe who laid by, and never avouched publickly their 
Miniſterial Exercife; And theſe who gave a Bond not to Exerciſe their 
Miniſtry for longer or ſhorter Time; And the Indulged, who imbraced any 
of the Chriſt diſhonouring, and Church diſmaying Indulgences. As alſo upon 
this Ground, we withdraw from thoſe that preached under the Toleration, 
Becauſe by that Bargain and Confederacy with the Tolerater, in the Acceptance of 
that his Ant ichriſtian Toleration, they became in the Exerciſe of their Miniftry, 
the Servants of Men, and changed the Holding of the Freedom of their Ministry. 
Aud becauſe they could not be ſubmitted te without conſenting to the great E, 
roach. 
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croachments made upen both the Priviledges of this Church and Liberties of this 
Kingdom. Argum. 1. and 2. Teftim. pag. 38. But that is expreſly reſtricted ro 
that Broken and Declining State of the Church, Vind. pag. 73. And tantum pro 
tempore, While they continned in that Courſe. Tefim. pag. 30. Now the Mini- 
ſry of theſe with whom we are pleading to unite, is not fo circumſtantiat ed; 
It is not ſubject to ſtrange Lords, nor have they any Holding, New or Old, u- 
on any!Uſurped Power; Nor are they by any Confederacy, Servants of 
Men : Nor is our nearing of them a Submitting unto any Encroachment made 
upon the Priviledges of this Church, or Liberties of this Kingdom. (3.) We 
judged, we had ſufficient Ground to withraw from all theſe who perverted and cor- 
rapted theirWorſhip,bp preaching and maintaining Errors either in Doctrine, Mor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline or Government, contrary to the Scriptures and our Confeſſions and 
Principles of our Covenanted Reformation, and contradittory to our then Teſt imo- 
ny. Hence we not only behoved to wit hdram from theſe Miniſters that Maintain 
Errors Fundamental, but in this broken and declining State of the Church, from 
all theſe alſo that oppugned and Withftood our Common Confeſton of Orthodox 
Truths received by theChurch of Scotland, or maintained Errors condemned there- 
by, or condemned Truths maintained thereby, And then, in that Caſe circumſtan- 
tiated, from all that did contraditt, oppoſe or overturn the Matter of the Church of 
Scotland's Teſtimony, and did deſert, deny, ar pervert the Word of Chriſt's Patience 
given her, then to contend for. Upon which'Sround,in that broken and declining 
State of theChurch,we extended ourWithdrawings to thoſePresbyterianMim- 
ers who condemned the Martyr'sSufferings, who homologated theSupremacy, 
who condemned our Declarations againſt Tyrrany, &c. As likewiſe upon this 
Ground, wediſcountenanced them that preached under the Toleration, be- 
cauſe the People were in hazard of being perverted from ſome parts of our Covenan- 
ted Reformation. And becauſe ſometimes in the Application of their Doctrine, 
They condemned ſome eſſential Parts of the then Teſtimony, as were the own 
and received Principles of the Church of Scotland in her beſt and pureſt Times, 
Teſtim. pag. 31. But as that is reſtricted. to the then broken and declining Stats 
in three ſeveral Repetitions. Vindic. pag. 74, and 76. So now it cannot be ap- 
plyed to the Generality of the preſent Miniſters, who now neither condema 
the then Teſtimony. in their Preaching, nor if they did in ſome things differ 
from it, would it be a ſufficient Ground of Withdrawing, when that now is 
nat the Teſtimony, and they are faithful in the preſent Teſtimony againſt. 
Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm and. Tyranny, Cc. (4.) We judged, we had ſuf- 
fcient Ground to-mithdraw from. Minifters guilty of Groſs Complyance with the 
publick Enemies of this Covenanted and Reformed Church and Nation, whohave 
broken the Covenant, deftroyed the Refor mation, and were flill by all Means 
ſeeking the Extirpation of all the Owners of the Houſe of GOD, Upon 
which Ground, in that broken and. declining. State of the Church, we 
withdrew from the Indulged and nat Indulged that heard the Curats, that 
Compeared before the Courts againſt the People of God, that ſubſcribed. 
Oaths and Bonds contrary to the Covenants, and that. payed. the Ceſs, im- 
| 5 poſ- 
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poſed by the Enemies of this Church and | FO Or any other that com: 
_ to that degree, that deſerved Depoſition, P4879. But whatever might 

e ſaid for juſtifying that then in that broken and declining State of the 
Church, pag. 78. when theſe Compliances were Snares and ftumbling 
Blocks perſiſted in and defended, that cannot be an Argument now for 
Withdrawing from all theſe Compliers, when now the Church is not fo de- 
clining but recovering her Freedom from Fetters, when now theſe ceaſe ts 
be Snares and ſtumbling Blocks, when they are not perſiſted in, ſeeing al- 
ſo all theſe Complyances are not alike, nor do they all deſerve Depoſition, 
(5) We Judged we had ſufficient Ground, to withdraw from ſuch Miniſters who 
fook the Defence and Patrociny of theſe Courſes, and did ſo palliate and plaiftey 
them, and ftrengthen the Hands and harden the Hearts of thoſe that were en. 
gaged in them, that none did turn from ſuch wicked things, Upon which 
Ground we held our ſelves oblig'd, in that broken and declining State of the 
Charch, to Withdraw from many Miniſters, who had defended, and did 
then defend thoſe Compliances, and did vindicat palpable and groſs Defe- 
ctions, ſuch as preached in favenrs of the Indulged, and pleaded fo? Union 
with them, and who defended the taking of Oaths and Bonds, and adviſed 
: Priſoners and others thereunto. But this will hold only in a broken and 
declining State of the Church, pag. 80. When theſe things continue to be 
Snares, involving People in the Sin of them, and when their being defended 
and juſtified by Preaching and Perſwading, does expoſe People to rhe hazard 
of being perverted from their Duty, But now it isnot ſo: Some will not 
defend them; Some will in Diſcourſe or Diſpute, but not in Preaching ; Some 
may Preach in defence of ſome of theſe, but not now to perſwade People to, 
or put them in hazard of Joining with theſe things now removed ; And there- 
fore this cannot be a Ground of Separation in the preſent Circumſtances, 
(6) We Juaged Unfaithfulneſs in the Exerciſe of the Minifterial Function, or 
a ſmooth Flattering way of Applying the Doctrine to the Times, was a ſufficrent 
Ground of Withdrawing, to wit, in the then Circumſtances, Upon which 
Ground, in that broken and declining State of the Church, we Withdrew 
from many Miniſters, and from theſe who took the Patrociny of, and eon- 
curred with ſinful Aſſociations in War, whereby the State of the Lord's 
Cauſe was altered. Of which having faid fo much in another Paper about 
that ( viz. in the Anſwer to Robert Hamilton's Proteſtation ) I ſhall add no 
more, bat that, as it is indeed Unfaithfumeſs not to declare the Sin of ſinful 
Aſſociations perverting the State of the Lord's Cauſe, (but all Aſſociations 
with the Ungodly are not ſinful, as I have in that ng demonſtrated ) and 
not to declare the whole Counſel of God plainly and freely as the Time re- 
quires; So it is not at all times that every degree hereof is a Ground of 
Withdrawing, but only in a broken and declining State of the Church, ſuch 
a degree of it as withholds needful and neceſſary Inſtruction at ſuch a time, 
that yields the Teftimony, that lays Men open to Sin, and the Countenaneing 
whereof would be ſtumbling and offenſive. But now many Miniſters are 
more 
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more Faithful than they were then, in that Hour and Power of Darkneſs & 
Temptation. (7) We Judged we had Ground to withdraw from Minifters 
Guilty by lying by from their publick Work of Preaching the Goſyel, and deſer- 
ting their Minifterial Diuy; When the Peoples urgent Neceffity and preſin 
Call did make it Indiſpenſable, When People were deftitute of publick 421 
Faithful Warning in the time when Snares were moſt abounding; Tea when the 
Poor Flock was in greateſt hazard to be turned aſide. But this was only in 
that broken and declining State of the Church, pag. 84. Now they have 
mended. that Fault. (8) We Judged Schiſmatical and Pragmatical Dividers Fl 
the Church, and Wideners of the Breach thereof already Broken and Divided, 
who ſew Diſcords among Brethren, and promoted their Content ions by invidious 
Reproaches, or otherwiſe, were to be withdrawn from. But as this Reproach- 
ing, Miſ-informing againſt, Traducing and Condemning one another, was 
too frequent and mutual on all hands in that broken and declining State of 
the Church, being reckoned up and ſpoken to above among the foment- 
ing Cauſes of Diviſion; So now it is much fallen, and more Charity would 
perſect the Cure; And if any thing is to be forgiven and forborn, ſurely it 
muſt be this. (9) Finally, We Judged ſcandalous Diſorders and Miſcarriages 
in either the Miniſterial or Perſonal Walk, Carriage or Converſation of Mini- 
Kerst, were à ſufficient Ground to withdraw from them, in that broken and 
declining. State of the Church, pag. 87. But as the Application hereof was- 
not then intended, ſo now much leſs can it be extended to any who are free 
of ſuch ſcandalous Diſorders, pag. 88. We ſee from all this, that none of theſe: 
rmer Grounds: accommodated to the Circumſtances ot the times paſt can 
juſtify our preſent: Withdrawing from all theſe Miniſters, from Whom we: 
owned a Negative, Temporary and Conditional Separation before. | 
5. From what is ſaid above, it muſt be conceded on both hands, that the 
Diſtinctions of the ſeveral Cafes of the Church are to be conſider d, whence: 
it will follow that the Rules and Practices obſerved at ſome times, and in ſome 
caſes, are not to be underſtood-as General and Abſolute Rules laid down for 
all Times and Caſes of the Church, or for Church Fellowſhip and Communion of 
Saints in all its degrees. As is granted expreſly Inform. Vindic. Head 7, pag: 
108, I adhere then to theſe Diſtinctions premitted Head 4. from pag. 60, 61. 
and downward. (+) Between a Church in her Infancy and Growing up. into 
Refor mation, and an Adult Church, which hath arrived at a higher pitch of Re- 
formation : Ju the former many things may be tolerated, which may net in the 
latter. And therefore our Fathers might have born with many things in Mi- 
niſters, which we cannot, becauſe-we have been reformed from theſe t ings, which 
they were not. But now in the preſent State, the Church is not to be looked 
upon as Adult, or in a manly. Eſtate, as it was in the times of the pureſt Re- 
formation, or in a decrepit Eſtate, as in the times of Defection and Di- 
viſion z,, But in an Infant State to be a- new ſettled over again, planted: 
over. again, and purged over again, contending. to recover what Refor- 


mation it loſt, and: to preſerve. what it can recover. As in all. times 
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o Reformation and begun Detiferatce,? the Church is compared te 
Children come to the Birth when there is no ſtrength to bring forth, 2 Kings 19: 
3. Iſa.37: 3. As the Church of Scotland was not only at the firſt Reforma- 
tion from Popery, but over again in an Infant State in the Year 1590. and 
over again in the Year 1638. and now again in the Year 1699, In which 
Caſe the Church cannot be ſettled all in one Day or one Year, but muſt 
crave time, as the building of Solomon's Temple, and of the ſecond Temple 
after the Babyloniſh Captivity, which was not _accompliſh'd in ſeveral years, 
Nor can it be planted over again all at once, no more than it could be in Jo- 
ſhuas days, or the Judges, or in the time of the 8 Kings of Judah, un- 
til the Canaanites and other Enemies be ſubdued. Nor can it be purged to- 
tally altogether, but gradually, leaſt it be in hazard of a Super- purgation. 
(2) We diſtingulſped between a Church in a growing Caſe, coming forward out 
of Darkneſs, and advancing in Reformation, and a Church declining and going 
back again. In the former many things may be born with, which in the latter 
are noways to be yielded unto, as in the time of the former Prelacy many did hear 
Prelatical Men, &c. In times of Defection and Diviſion the Church was de- 
clining and going back, and in that Caſe it was needful to be very perempto- 
ry in Tenaciouſneſs: But now ſhe is growing and coming forward out of 
Darkneſs, and advancing, tho weakly, in Retormation ; And therefore now, 
ſure it muſt be born with to hear Presbyterian Miniſters, tho formerly guilt 
of Defections, as much as in former times to hear Prelatical Men. (3) e 
dliſtinguiſued between a Church in a Reformed and Settled State, and a Church 
in a broken and diſturbed State, In times of Defe&ion and Diviſion, it was 
thought the naſt lawful Expedient and conducible Mean for maintaining the 
Attamed unto Reformation, to abſtralt and withdraw from ſuch Diſorders in 
Minifters, which we could not otherwiſe get rectiſied. But now that is nei- 
ther the lawful Expedient nor conducible Mean to maintain Reformation, 
bat rather the way to obſtruR it, to Withdraw from Miniſters, whoſe for- 
mer Diſorders we would have rectified in a Caſe where the Church is Settl 

ſo far as to have — to keep General Aſſemblies to rectify them, an 
the Government thereof is confirmed with the Civil Sanction of Acts of 
Parliament. (4) We diſtinguiſbed between à Reformed Church, enjoying her 
Priviledges and Fudicatories, and & Reformed Church denuded of her Privileges, 
and deprived of her Judicatories. In times of Defection and Diviſion, it might 
be allowed, when Miniſters were duely Cenſurable, according to the Word 0 
God and their own Churches Conſtitutions, aud Cenſures could not be iuflicted, 
through the want of Church Judicatories, and they Bill perſiſted in their Offenſive 
Courſes ;, People might then teftify their Senſe of the Fuſtneſs of the Cenſure to be 
Inflict ed, or Witharawing from ſuch Miniſters, even without the Presbyterial 
Sentence. But now, when the Church is enjoying her Priviledges and Judica- 
tories, People are to Addreſs themſelves nnto Church Fudicatories, and not ta 
Wibdraw from their Miniſters, without making prior p_—_— to theſe, Asis 


granted, Diſtinct. 4. Pag. 61. (5.) We diſtinguiſhed between the Ainiftry in 
the 
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the Auſtract, and the Miniſters in the Concrete, In times of Defect ian and 
Diviſion, ſuch Minifters againit whom there were ſolid and juſt Exceptions ac- 
cording to the Word of God, and the Acts of General Aſſemblies, ſtriking againſt; 
them ( perſiſting in their Courſes ) even unto Depoſition, might bag Withdrawn. 
from. But now when theſe Exceptions are not ſtanding againſt them, and. 
they do not perſiſt in theſe Courſes, their Miniſtry now in its Exerciſe ſepa- 
rated from theſe Exceptions can by no means be diſowned. (6) We diſtin- 
guiſbed between a Faithful and a Sinleſs Miniſtry. In times of Defection and 
Diviſion, we might for the want of the former Qualification withdraw, that is, 
when they were not Faithful, But now. when they are more Faithful, we can- 
not Withdraw, except we would Withdraw from them becauſe they are not 
Sinleſs ;; Which in no Caſe can be a Ground. (7) We diſtinguiſhed between 
Miniſters Condemning Doctrinally and Confefſing privatly, by Conference with 


| oFended Brethren, or reſenting to them, after ſome more public manner, their 
© Defettions and Offences, and their Confeſſing theſe Eccleſiaſtically before Church 


Fudicatories, In times of Defection and Diviſion, we judged the former Suffi- 
cient, Even in the Then Circumſtances. Therefore leſs might be ſufficient 
now, at leaſt, to juſtify our Communion with them, when this Commu- 
nion is not in Defections and Offences, but in Duty and Truth, and when 
ſome of theſe are condemned Doctrinally, and others confeſſed privatly, as 
might be made out by ſeveral Inſtances. (8) We diſtinguiſhed between a Se- 
parat ion Negative and Paſſive, and a Scparation Poſitive and Active. In times 
of Defection and Diviſion, we owned a Separation Negative, paſſively conſi- 
dered, oppoſing only the Tranſgreflons and Defections of this Church, while we 
chooſed ts ſtand fill, and not to go all alongft with Others in declining and Offen- 
ſive Courſes. But even then, and much more now, we did deny and muſt 
diſown 4 ex from Communion with this Church in her Doctrine, Mor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Government, as (he was in her beſt and pureſt days. From 
which we muſt now ſeparate Poſitively, if we Withdraw from Miniſters that 
are not going on in declining and offenſive Courſes, but maintaining the 
ſame Doctrine, Worſhip, Dilcipline, and Government that the Church had 
in her beſt and pureſt days. I ſhall add a (9) from what is ſaid Head 7. pag. 
109, 110, We diſtinguiſh betwixt a Joining, which we may call Catholick or Uni- 
verſal among Chriſtians, conſidered as ſack ana an Eccleſiaſtical joining among 
Members of one particular Organicsl Church, conſidered as Members of that 
Church. In times of Defection and Diviſion, we had reafon to own a Camma- 
nion qualified with the ſtricteſt Conditions amongſt the Members of that parti- 
cular Church, and in our ſelected Fellowſhips ; Conſidering the preſent State 
of Aﬀairs in that Broken Caſe of the Church, as it was then. But now, tho ſtill 
Organick Communion mult be on ſtricter Terms than Catholick Commu- 
nion with others that are not Members of the ſame Organick Church; Yet 
we cannot deny ſo much joining, at leaſt, as is allowed with others in Com- 
munion Chatholick in its ſeveral degrees. If we were in Africk or» Aſia, 
we would join with all Chriſtians — the ſame Fundamental Teſtimon 
K again 
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againſt Jews, Turks or Pagans, tho' not with Hereticks, If we were in Hol. 


ſtant Teſtimony with us againſt Papiſts, Armi niant, Soc intans, Lutherans, 
and other Hereticks or Secfarians or Schiſmatichs. if we were in England or 


Ireland, we would join with all. our Covenanted Brethren, pro — they 
0 


own the Covenanted Teſtimony, albeit they have not the ſame word of Te. 
ſtimony every way with us: And may we not allow the ſame with the Mi. 
niſters of Scotland, holding the ſame Presbyterian Teſtimony againſt Popery, 
Prelacy, Eraftianiſm, Sectarianiſm, Tyranny and Malignancy ?' At leaſt ſo 
far as to hear them, tho' we ſhould have little hand in Calling of them that 
complied groſly, or in tying our ſelves fixedly to their Miniſtry ; Havin 
Liberty withall to Proteſt againſt their former Defections and Offences, an 
to Withdraw from them again, if they ſhall be ſtated in the (ame Circum. 
ſtances. wherein they were before, when we maintained a Separation from 
them: Which does no way. contradict (as may be objected by ſome) what 
is ſaid in our Engagements to Duties, renewed at Leſmahago, according to 
Art. 1. S. 2; If we cannot get theſe Corruptions Reformed and Removed, we ph 
Rudy to keep our ſelves free of Communion and e ny with the ſame. And 
according to Art. 2. 5 3. We Hall Refuſe, Vithſtand and Witneſs againſt all 
ſuch Encroac hments on the Liberties of this Church in all time coming, and 
Withdraw our ſelves from Communion with all ſuch Meetings and Congregation 
as hold their Freedom from, aud are Modified by ſuch Vſurpations, For now, 
theſe Corruptions being removed, tho* not Confeſſed as we would defire; 
tho' we have Communion with thera in the Reformed Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government, at leaſt, tho' we hear them Preach, we have no 
Communion or Participation with theſe Corruptions ; But with Ordinances 
now. uncorrupted. And we may well Withſtand and Witneſs againſt all ſuch 
Encroachments, yea and Witnels againſt the not confeſſing of Complying 
with them ; And yet join in their Meetings, that now do not hold their Free 
dom from, nor are Modified by the Indulgence or Toleration, or any ſuch 
U ſurpations. But if ever they be again ſo ſtated, we are bound to Withdran 
our ſives from Communion with them, 
- In the third pace, I ſhall come to ſtate the Queſtion, Rem 
not the State of it, and Propoſing what is the true State of it, 
The Queſtion is not, firſt, Whether we ſhall own or entertain Union or 
Communion with Hereticks, Idolaters, or ſuch Apoſtats as oppoſe our Com- 
mon Confeſſion of Orthodox Principles, either in Fundamental Truths, or in 
the Eſſential and neceſſary Subſtantial Parts of the Teſtimony of this Reform 
ed Church. E.G. with Papiſts, Arminians, Socinians, Quakers, Sectarians, 
Sc. With theſe abiding ſuch, without Confeſſion: and Forſaking of their 
falſe Religions, we own no Union or Communion either, by way of Synere- 
ziſm, Amneſtie or Toleration, Not by Syncretiſm, admitting a mixture of Opi. 
. nions; like the Samaritans, fearing the Lord and ſerving their own Gods af 


oving what is 


ter. the manner of the Nations. 2 Kings 17, There muſt be no Union or Com- 
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munion between Righteouſneſs and Wien Light and Darkneſs, 
Chriſt and Belial. 2 Cor. 6. That were a deceitful Concifion, Phil. 3.2. Nor 
muſt we allow them an Anmeſtie, or Act of Oblivion, but keep in remembrance 
their Amalekitifſh Practices and Principles, and ſeparate from them as from 
Strangers. Neh, 9: 2. Neh. 13: 3. And come out from among them, 2 Cor. 6: 
17, Nor admit a Toleration of them, but Reject them, Tit. 3: 10. Not receive 
them, nor bid them God ſpeed, 2 Foh. 10. Nor ſaffer them, Rev. 2: 20. But 
the Queſtion is, Whether we ſhall own Union and Communion with Presby- 
terian Miniſters, whom we love in the Lord, and acknomledge to be Minifters of 
this Church of Scotland, with whom we ſometimes had ſweet Fellowſhip Ard 
with whom again we would deſire to have Communion in Ordinances, if our Ex- 


ceptions were removed, Inform. Vindic. Head 4. pag.68 and 92. Who differ 


| from us in ſome Points, and yet in the preſent Circumſtances that cannot be our 


Queſtion, with reſpect to the greateſt part of Presbyterian Miniſters, who are 


© now known to own and adhere unto the true received Principles of the Church of 


Scotland, founded upon the written Word of God, and whatſoever Declarations or 
Teftimontes, former or later, particular or more general, are agreeable thereto. 
For we declared to the World we would Call” aud Hear all ſuch. 
Inform. Vindic. Head F. pag. 95. Which muſt not be underſtood of every part, 


Pendiele, or Clanſe, or Conſequence of our latter Declarations, But if they own 
| and avouch in Profeſſion and Practice, every part of our Covenanted Reformation, 


and join with us in the Matter of all our Declaratiaus, and Teftimonies againſt 
Popery, Prelacy, Tyrany, Supremacy, Sectarianiſim, &c. Which the greateſt 
part of the Presbyterian Miniſters in the preſent Caſe do, except that they do 
not approve of all our Teſtimonies, againſt the former Complyances, and De- 
fections: About theſe is the Controverſie. 

2, The Queſtion is not, whether we can hold Union or Communion with 
thoſe Miniſters, tho ſound in Principles, who yet are carrying on Courſes of 
Complyances and Defections, Involving all in Sin, that have Commnnion 
with them, in a Broken and Declining State of the Shurch. I own the Lawful- 
neſs of Withdrawing in ſuch a Cafe, when theſe are eſtabliſhed, and ſtand as 
Snares: Nor have [ yet ſeen Cauſe to change my Mind. But theQueſtion is, Whe- 
ther we can have Communion or Union with theſe that did indeed comply with 
the Wicked Eſtabliſhments of the Time, and were Involved in the Defections 
of the Church, but now are carrying on Reformation in Doctrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline, and Government, according to the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and 
the Conſtitutions ot this Church in former Times? And yet it is a Shame that 
this ſnould be a Queſtion, conſidering what we Engaged at the Renewing of the 
Covenant at Leſmahago. In our Engagement to Duties, according to Article 
2. $ 4. Jo wit, that we ſhall guard 7 all Sch:fm or ſinful Separation from a- 
ny part of the Commumon of the true Reformed Covenanted Church of Scotland, 
holding Purely, and Intirely the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
of the ſame, in Principles and Exerciſe; According to the Rules of Chriſt, and the 
Ranging Atts and Conſtitutions of 8 — And ſhall Rudy to Maintain 
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Union and Communion in Truth KP Duty, wit h all Minifters and Members of the 


ſaid Church, that do, and in ſo far as they do follow the Inſtitutions of Chriſt. 


3. The Queſtion is not, whether we ſhall join in Communion with Mini- 
ſters, ſound in Principles, and in their preſent Practice and Courſe, free of 
former Faults, upon Terms obliging us to Juſtifie theſe Defections or Comply- 
ances, or to — wok our Teſtimonies againſt them, or to ſurceaſe from, or 
leave off teſtifying againſt them : That is not impoſed or required ; And if it 
were, I ſhould be yet as much for Separation as ever. But the Queſtion is, 
Whether we ſhall join in Union and Communion with theſe Miniſters, - that 
albeit they will not confeſs them to be Defections, or ſintul Complyances, yet 
do allow us to keep our Opinion, and to Proteſt againſt them? Yet it is 
ſtrange, that this ſhould be Queſtioned among us, who did Agree in declaring 
to the World, this was one Reaſon why we could not ſeek Licence, or Ordina- 
tion from the Presbytries of Scotland, as formerly Circumſtantiated, Becauſe 
of impoſed Reſtrict ions, which ſome before had been Troubled with, Inform. Vindic. 
Head, 5. Pag. 100. F. 4. Now theſe being no more Impoſed, that Reaſon of 
ſtanding aloof ceaſes. And when it was objected againſt the Ordination of 
that faithful and worthy Miniſter, Mr. James Renwick, that he re 
ceived it from the Claſſes of Groningen, that differed from Scotlands Re- 
formation in ſeveral things. We publiſhed theſe among other Anſwers, That 
rhe Claſſes did not then object againſt our Teſtimony. And That in the Att of Or- 
dination, they did obtrude none of theſe Diffet ences, but did take him Engaged 
70 Teach, according to the Word of God, and the Confeſſion of Faith of the Church 
ef Scotland, and the Diſcipline thereof. And that theſe Differences were openly 
he fore them, and plainly and particularly proteſted againſt, which was ſufficient 
zn ſuch Circumſtances. Inform. Vindic, Head 5. pag. 102. I ſay, it is ſtrange, 
whatever different Conſiderations be betwixt that Church and this, that fo 
much may not be allowed to the Miniſters of this Church, that Condeſcend ſo 
far, as that tho there be Differences between us, and many of the Miniſters of 
Scotland, yet they do not object againſt our Teſtimony, and do not obtrude 
any of theſe Differences, but would have us Engaged to the Word of. God 
and Confeſſion of Faith, and allow us plainly and openly to Proteſt againſt 
* = wh May not this be ſufficient in theſe Circumſtances, as well as 
in the other | 

4. The Queſtion is not, Whether we ſhall continue to Condemn and Teſtify 
422inſt theſe Defections, for which we did formerly Separate from theſe Mi- 
niſters: Herein we are agreed. But the Queſtion is, Whether we ſhall conti- 
nue to Condemn and Teſtifie againſt them, by Communion with them, when 


we have no Communion with their Defections, or by Separation or With 


drawing from them ? Wt 

5. The Queſtion is not, Whether we muſt Join with all theſe Miniſters 
guilty of former Defections in the groſſeſt Degree, as Perſwaders to hear the 
Curats, theſe that were formally Indulged, and actual Add reſſers for the 
Toleration, or ſuch as gave Bond not to Preach any more, without the then 
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Magiſtrats expreſs Conſent hadthereto; Or if there be any groſſer than theſe? 
But the Queſtion is, whether we may join in Union and Communion wit h 
others, beſides theſe that either will not ( becauſe they cannot be Convinced 
of the Guilt of them) Confeſs and Condemn the ſinfulneſs of the former Defe- 
ions of the Times) Or will Confeſs and Condemn the ſinfulneſs of them, 
but in an united way, not in a ſeparat way, nor ſeparating from the reſt, be- 
cauſe they do not think it a Ground ſufficient for withdrawing *-._ This is the 
Hinge of the Controverſie; And more ſummarly may be reduced to this Com- 
plex Queſtion. LE | | 

Whether or not may we have ſo much Reſpect tothe Ordinances and Peace 
of the Church in the preſent Circumſtances, as no longer to withdraw from, 
but join in Union and Communion with the Presbyterian Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland, that do own and adhere unto the true received Principles 
of the ſaid Church, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline andGoyernment, grounded 
upon, and conſonant unto the Written Word of God; who being guilty of 
Defections in times of Tentation, will not now acknowledge the ſame, or ac- 
knowledging and Condemning them, will not ſeparat themſelves from 
the reſt that will not Confeſs them, thinking this no Ground of 
Withdrawing at ſuch a Time, and inſuch :a- Caſe, when theſe Defe- 
ctions and Corruptions are not in the Conſtitution: of the Church, and do not 
continue to be Snares, when none are required to Juſtiſie them, nor to Con- 
demn any Teſtimonies againſt them; And Liberty is granted to Proteſt againſt: 
them, and to continue to plead for Confeſſing and Condemning them; 
When alſo ſeveral Guilty of the groſſeſt Degrees of Defections are excepted: 
from being United with? 1 hold the Aﬀirmative, That both theſe Miniſters: 
that cannot Confeſs, becauſe not Convinced of the Sinfulneſs of theſe Defecti- 
ons, and thoſe that do Confeſs and Condemn them, but will not come off 
from the reſt, may be Joined with in Union and Communion, notwitſtan- 
ding former Provocations not Confeſſed ; And that their not Confeſſing of 
theſe Offences, is not a ſufficient Ground of Withdrawing from Church Com- 
munion, before the deciſive Sentence of the Church as new Conſtituted. This: 


as it conſiſts, and is qualified with the forgoing Conceſſions, Iſhall endeayour, 


to make good by propofing and-proving ſeveral Aſſertions. | 
1. There may be Union and Communion with Miniſters or Profeſſors, with 
whom we may differ in Judgment and Practice about many things, and. 
they will not acknowledge their Miſtake: I mean not, if their Differences be 
about Fundamentals; We are to have no Union or Communion with theſe- 
that hold Errors, Pernicious and Damnable, Obvieus and Evident, 
Scandalous and Hurtful to Edification: But if the Difference be 
conſiſtent with the Foundation and-Edification, Doubtful, and not of danger- 
ous Conſequence, and not Heretical or Schiſmatical, and rather Negative 
both Partys endeavouring the Thriving of the Work of the Goſpel ) than 
oſitive in Marring and Counteracting each other in it; There may be very 
well Union and Communion: between Parties fo differing, without Sin: Uni: 
on in this caſe, is to be Endeayoured by all Expedient and Adapted _— 

Ob. 
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Not by ſuch Means as wilt undo doom ſide, and only ſet up the other; For 
that tends not to the Good of the Whole; Nor that by ſuch means as may inca- 
pacitate any Miniſter or Member of either ſide, that is fit for Edifying the 
Church, from having acceſs thereunto; Nor by ſuch means as are ſimply Au- 
thoritative, Condemning and Cenſuring Judicially the difſentient Party; That 
is the way of Governing an United Church, but not of Uniting a Rent 
Church, that's a Remedy very appoſite to a Church that is Healthy, but not 
for a ſick Church. But it is to be Endeavoured by Peaceable Conſerences, 
managed with all Mutual Condeſcenſion poſſible, without Janglings, Re-cri- 
minations and Irritating Exprobrations or Reproaches, to the end one Party 
may be Convinced, and brought over to the other, or both agree in one 
Sentiment: Or, if that cannot be obtained, Union is to be Endeavoured, 
notwithſtanding, by mutual forbearance in things Controverted, forbearing to 
engage Judicially in Sentences of Judicatories, abſtaining from Prefling or 
Propogating Differences, or putting Reſtraint on others Light or Practices 
according to it. But if this Union cannot be obtained, there may be Commu- 
nion, and muſt be no Separation or Withdrawing, upon the Account of ſuch 
Differences. This I confirm by Scripture aud Realon. ( 1.) There have 
Been many Differences among the Godly, without either Diviſion or Separa- 
tion Maintained or Enjoyned Paul and Barnabas had a ſharp Contention,whe- 
ther John Mark who was guilty of Lurking and lying by from the Work of 
the Goſpel, and Deſerting Miniſterial Duty, ſhould be taken alongſt with 
them in Viſiting the Church, as Act: 15. 36. 39. Here was a Negative Diviſi- 
on, they Departed aſunder the one from the other, but not Poſitive, becauſe 
both of them did Endeavour the Thriving of the Goſpel, without any Coun- 
teracting one another; Nor did the one of them ever refuſe to hear the other, 
or reprove others for hearing either of them, upon the Account of that Dif- 
ference; And yet neither of them would Confeſs their Error. ( 2. ) We find 
Differences about conſiderable Points, referred to an Eccleſiaſtick Judicature, 
Where the Deciſion was to forbear the preſſing of theſe Differences, and to 
Condeſcend on both Hands; but not to Separat one from another, upon the 
Account of theſe Differences. In that ſame Chapter Act: 15. There was a 
great Diſſenſion about Circumciſion and Obſervance of Moſaical Ceremonies, 
Referred to the Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem, Tho Peter did clearly 
enough Define who was in the wrong, yet he only Cenſures the Preſſing and 
Impoling of theſe Ceremonies Verſ. 10. James only pleads for Condeſcenſion, 
that the Gentiles might not be Troubled nor Impoſed upon; and that on the 
other hand, they might condeſcend to the Jews, to ahſtain from things trangled 
and from Blood, V — 19. 20. Which might offend the other Party: Here is 
no Diviſion, nor Separation, or Withdrawing enjoined at all. ( 3.) We find 
there have been many Debates and Differences in Judgment and Practice in 
{eyeral Churches, where yet Union and Communion hath been Commanded. 
2 1) In the Church of Nome, in the Apoſtolick times, there were ſundry 
differences of Judgment and Practice, about Eating Meats, and Obſerving 


Days 
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Days, wherein there was a Truth — an Error, a Right and a Wrong; Yet 
the Apoſtle Commands, Rom. 14+ 1. To receive one another, but not to doubt- 
ful Diſput at ions. And Rom: 15. 1. 7. That the Strong Gould bear the Infirms- 
ties of * Weak: And not to pleaſe themſelves in ſeeking to preſs their amn Judge 
ment, but to receive one another, Where he rather Preſſes Forbearance, than 
dipping into Debates, and Reſpett to Unity and Charity, rather than in Re- 
ſolving the Caſe, to aſtrict them to this fide or that of the Controverſie; but 
does not allow them to Withdraw one from another. (2) In the Church of 
Corinth, there were ſundry Differences of Judgement and Practice about Par- 
ties, and the Heads of Parties, 1. R 11. Wherein they were very 
Carnal, 1 Cor. 3. 3. about Eating things offered unto Idols, wherein there 
were many Offences, 1 Cor. 8. 1. 12. 13. about the manner of Communicate» - 
ing, and the Perions with whom they might Communicate in the Sacrament: 
of the Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 11. And ſome were very hot in theſe Differen- 
ces, in ſo much that they Reproached the Apoſtle, as if he walked after the 
Fleſh:. Yet the Apoſtle Reproves their Deviſions, Exhorts them to have no 
Schiſme in the Body,and ſeeks rather to Heal their Breaches,and obtain mutual 
Forbearance in them, than peremptorily to decide theControverſies. And2Cor.10.. 
6.8. We find himReproving thoſe that Reproached him, yet ſparing the Rod for a: 
time, with reſpect to theEdification of the Church, ſeeking firſt to Recover them, 
& then to Chaſtiſe them, for if he had done it before, it would have Widened the 
Breaches. (3) In the Church of Galatia, there were ſundry differences of 
Judgment and Practice, about Beggarly Elements, of Ceremonies and Ob- 
ſerving days, Gal: 4. 9: 10, about Circumciſion. . Yet the Apoſtle Commands, 
to reſtore them in Meekneſs, and to bear Burthens with them; Gal. 6. 1. 2. 
And tho he Wiſheth ſome were cut off by Cenſure that troubled them, Gal. 5. 
12. yet he does it not, but in his own Example, forbears, to commend For-- 
bearance to them: Never a Word of Withdrawing there, except they ſhould 
Confeſs their” Miſtakes. (4) In the Church of Philippi there were Differences, 
yet the Apoſtle commends Forbearance, Phil. 3. 15. 16. I in any thing ys 
be otherways minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto yon, nevertheleſs, . whereto- 
we have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 
thing. No Withdrawiug for Differences, until Miſtakes be. Confeſſed and 
Acknowledged. (5) In the Churches of the Hebrews there were many Dif-- 
ferences, about the Meaning and Uſe of a—_ Ceremonial Lawz which 
the Apoſtle takes ſo much pains to Explain, Unfold and Reſolve in his Epiſtle- . 
to them, yet he Commands Joining, Heb: 10. 25. Not forſaking the Aſſem- © 
bling of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, but Exhorting one auot her. 
Where. he does not: bid us Suſpend our Meeting together, or Joining in 
Church Aſſemblies, until Differences be removed by Confeſling., 4, There- 
are allo ſeveral Reaſons for this, (1) That. which. does not fall under the : 
Name of Scandal as ſuch, cannot be a Ground of Withdrawing; But Differen- 
ces of Judgment and Practice qualified as above, do not fall uuder the Charge 
of Scandab as tuch; Otherwiſe it would be a Scandal, not to have the ſame, or 
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equal Underſtanding of all things; For where that is imperfect or unequal, 
there muſt be Differences in Judgment about many things, and Conſequent- 
ly in Practice, Conſcienciouſly following the Judgment. Yea, if a Scandal 
lay in theſe things, then it were Impoſſible ever to be without Scandals: For 
either we behoved to agree in all Things, or differ in ſome Things; If we 
differed, either we behoved to Confeſs our Miſtakes, before we were Convin- 
ced, and that were a Sin, or not Conteſs, and that were a Scandal: And 
this Pleading might be mutual on both ſides. (3 If Differences in Judgment 
and Practice were a Sufficient Ground of Withdrawing, then there ſhall ne- 
ver be Unity in the World in any Church; Fot it cannat be expected, that 
they (hall be Unanimous in all ſuch things, or that the greater part ſhall cede 
to the leſſer, when there is Difference. And if there be Parties kept up upon 
ſuch Differences, can it be expected that theſe Parties fo divided, ſhall have no 
more Differences within each Party ; And if they have. ſhall there be a new 
Diviſion and Subdiviſion, until ſome Unity be found. And ſeing, that at length 
muſt be reſolved upon amongſt ſome, notwithſtanding of Differences, it is as 
good to keep it at firſt, as to be neceſlitated to it afterwards. (3.) If Diffe- 
rences of Judgment about ſuch things, cannot warrant a Breach where there 
is Union, then they cannot warrantably be the Ground of Separation ; For no 
Party, by dividing upon an unjuſt Ground, can afterward be juſtified upon the 
ſame Ground. But Differences of Judgement or Practice, in things ſo qualified 
as above, cannot warrant a Breach, where there is Union: For then there 
could never beUnion kept : Therefore they cannot be a Ground of Separation. 
(4) Such Differences as do not make Communion in a Church and in its Or- 
dinances ſinful, cannot be a Ground of Separation; But ſuch are theſe as hin- 
der no Daty, prels to no Sin, where no Obligation is required ro Approve 
what they Condemned before, or Condemn what they Approved before: 
And there is no Involvement either in Perſonal Guilt or acceſſion to the Guilt 
of others. Theſe are the common Rules of Union approved of all, and con- 
firmed at length by Mr. Durham on Scandal. Part. 4. Chap. 7, Cc. But we 
need not take up time in proving this, which is Granted, Irform. Vind. Head 
4. Among the inſufficient Grounds of Separation, $ 2. pag. 65. It is conceded, 
Difference in Judgment is not ſufficient to found aWithdrawing, if it be either in 
things indifferent in their own Nature, which may be done or not done, &c. Or 
F it be in things that are not Material; Or not the Ward of Patience or Matter 
of Teftimony, Rom: 14. 1. Nor that which follows upon the former, to wit, every 
Difference in Pratlice, according to the Judgment and Light of Conſcience, in 
things that are not Diſerderly, for though we could not allow ſuch a thing in our 
ſelves, yet it ought not to hinder our Joining, Phil. 3. 15. 16. And . 4. Pag. 
66. Such Circumſtantial and Controverſial Points, wbich were never Eccleſiaſti- 
cally reformed by our Church in her Beſt and Pureſt times, nor Doctrinally Con- 
deinned and Witneſjed againſt, by any of the faithful Minter s will not hin · 
der our Joining with them. And s 5. Pag. 67. Nor any ſuch Points of Contro- 
verſie of leſſer Moment, which may be incident among Chriſtians, overturning no 


part 


part of the Churches Teftimony 5 Popery, Prelacy, Eraftianiſm, Set arian- 
iſm, together wit h Defection, Schiſm and Error, And little les is granted in 
the Declaration of the State of the Teſtimony, Caxt, I. page 41. 42. We do 
not preſs every Part or Pendicle, Clauſe or Conſequencevf every one of our latter 
Declarations, as the Bond of our Communion, &c, From all this J argue, If 
Differences of Judgment and Practice as abovequalified, cannot found a 
Withdrawing from Miniſters and Profeſſors in Church Communion, then, 
notwithſtanding of all our Differences with the Miniſters of the Church of 
Scotland, with whom we are pleading for Union, we may have Communion 
with them in-Ordinances : For the Debate being only about not confeſſing of 
former Detections, now not continued in the practice of them, ir is a meer 
Difference of Judgment and Practice, while none are required to counte- 
nance theſe Defections, or approve of them; Only ſome will not acknowledge 
them; Some will, but cannot withdraw from them that will not. This is 
not about Error pernicious and damnable, obvious and evident, ſcandalous 
and hurtful to Edification ; Buta doubtful Diſputation,Reſtraining no Duty, 
Conſt raining to no Sin, Impoſing no Approbation of what was formerly Con- 
demned, and a Condemning of what was formerly Approved. This is no. 
matter of Teſtimony ; For it was never declared in the beſt and pureſt Times 
of Reformation; Nor either Doctrinally or Judicially determined, that the 
not confeſſing of theſe Defections was a Ground of Separation. Nor can 
it overturn any part of the Churches Teſtimony againſt Popery, Prelacy, E- 
raſtianiſm, Sectarianiſm, Defe&ion, Schiſm or Error; to ſay, that the hear- 
ing of Curats, receiving of Indulgences or Toleration, be Dete&ions ; Yet 
the not confeſſing them as Defections, is not a Ground of Withdrawing. . 
Therefore notwithſtanding of theſe Differences, we may have Communion 
with them in Ordinances. | 
2. There may be Unjon and Communion with Miniſters, or Profeſſors that 
labour under, and are chargable with many Imperfections, Infirmities, and 
Faults perſonal, even not Confeſſed; as Aaron and Miriam, There may be 
much Diſſatisfact ion with many Minifters and Members of the Church, 
which will not be a Ground of Withdrawing : And certainly in all times of 
Diviſions, there will be alwiſe on both ſides, much Matter of mutual Up- 
braidings, objecting and upcaſting Failings and Miſcarriages. But in this 
Caſe Union ſhould be endeavoured, and Reconciliation eſſayed; Not by put- 
ting the things objected to Proof, and ſo proſecuting long . about un- 
certain perſonal Faults, tho ſometimes that is expedient to put Slanders to 
legal Trial: But it were better to endeavour Union, guedam incerta Crimi- 
na pro certa Pace, Deo dimett endo; That is, by leaving theſe doubtful Faults 
to God and their own Conſcience ; To obtain undoubted Peace in Meeks 
nels, Tenderneis, Condeſcending and Forbearing ; And by mutual forbear- 
ing one another their Faults and-Offences, without Upbraidings. Theſe Im- 
perfections, Infirmities or Faults, are either, 1. Natural through weakneſs - 
of Parts; As if a Miniſter through JE_—_ ſhould miſtake A 
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of Truth or Duty; Or throu Want of Information, ſhould miſconſtruct 


us and our Teſſimony: We ſhould not withdraw frem him for that, nor 
ſuſpend our joining till he be better inſtructed. Apollos knew only the Bap- 
tiſm of John, and needed the way of God to be more perfectly expounded un- 
to him; Yet Aquila and Priſcilla heard him before he was inſtructed, Act, 
18. 24, 26. There can be no Ground of withdrawing here, even albeit the 
Perſons cannot confeſs their Weakneſs. Or 2. Theſe Imperfections are Spi- 
ritual: as want of Zeal, Tenderneſs, Love, Sincerity, Faith and Fervour, or 
the like Graces : As ſuppoſe: Miniſters when we come to Conſult them about 
a Caſe of Conſcience, ſhould offend us much in Reſolving them, and hurt us 
and confound us more, rather than heal and comfort us; We ſhould not 
withdraw from them for that. The Spouſe of Chriſt Complains, Cant. 5. 7. 
The Watchmen that went about the City found me, they ſmate me, they wounded 
me, the Keepers of the Walls took away oy Vail from me, That is, they were 
very indexterous and untender in their Dealings with her, and no doubt offen- 
ded her much: Yet when ſhe enquired at her Beloved where He Fed, and 
 whither ſhe ſhould go for Communion in Ordinances, He ſends her to Feed 
beſides the Sheepherds Tents, Cant. 1. 7, 8. And bids her join with them; 
Yet there is no word of their Confeſſing their Faults, Or ſuppoſe, Mini- 
ſters ſhould for fear in an hour of Tentation, prove unfaithful at a time, 
that is no Ground of Withdrawing. Peter and Barnabas drawn away with 
him into Diſſimulation, proved unfaithful in their Way with the Fews ; Paul 
reproved them for that, and teſtified againſt them to their Face, Gal. 2. 11, 
12, Cc. But did not withdraw from them: Nor do we read, that he re- 
quired Confeſſion of them before he would have Communion with them again, 
Suppoſe again, which is undenyable, Miniſters be Hypocrites and not ſincere, 
yet it is no fin to join with them; As with Judas in the College of the Apoſtles; 
With the Miniſters of the Church of Saras, that had a Name they were li- 
ving yet were dead; And of Laodicea, that were neither cold nor hot, but 
takewarm and indifferent, Rev. 3. 1, 15, 16. Lea tho there be evident 
Tokens, of their ſelfiſh and ſiniſtrous Ends in Preaching ;, Yet it is no fin to 
join with them. Among the Philippians Some preached Chrift but of Envy, 


Strife and Cont ention, not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add Aftiftion to the Apoſtles 


Bonds, Phil: 1. 18. Yet ſays the Apoſtle, What then, notwithſtanding every 
way, whether in Pretence or in Truth, Chrift is Preached, and therein do I re- 
joice, yea and will rejoice, And notwithitanding, Phil. 2. 21. They all ſought 
their own, and not the things of Jeſus Chris. Let he exhorts to Union, Phil: 
2. 1,2. And Forbearance, Phil: 3. 15, 16. Or 3. Theſe Infirmities and 
Failings are Moral in outward practices wEich are offenſive, whereinto ſome- 
timeseven good Men may fall, under ſome Tentations, As ſuppoſe ſome Mi- 
niſters in Pride, Paſſion or Prejudice, ſhould utter Expreſſions importing 
Contempt of us and our Teſtimony ; That is no Ground of Withdrawing, 
Aaron and Miriam ſpoke againit Hoſes, and accuſed him for Marrying the 
Ethiopian Woman, Numb; Ia. 1. And did not confeſs the ſame till the Lord 
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convinced them in an extraordinary way: Yet Moſes in meekneſs did forbear 
them, Yea, ſuppoſe ſome ſhould, in an hour of Tentation , for fear of their 
Life, diſſemble, inſtead of giving a Teſtimony, as Peter and Barnabas did; 
This were no Ground of Withdrawing, as ſaid is. Yea, or if one ſhould” 
take ſome unlawful Bond in ſuch a Caſe to ſave his Life, and yet may be 
will not confeſs it, becauſe he thought it not aHead to ſtate hisSufferings upon, 
certainly he is to be reproved for it, but not in every Caſe to be withdrawn 
from; For that was his Infirmity, and therefore he is to be reſtored in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, Conſidering our ſelves, leſt we alſo be tempted, Gal: 6. 
1. Reaſons alſo confirm this, For 1. To expect a Church free of perfonal 
Failings, is to expect the Barn Floor ſhall be without Chaff, and to unite 
with none but the Church Triumphant. 2. Perſonal Failings cannot pollute 
the Ordinances to us, to make our joining with them fin upon that Account, 
whether they confeſs them or not: For then the not confeſſing Hypocriſy 
would make it ſinful to join with Hypocrites. And if the not confefling of 
oneFailing be aGround of Withdrawing, why not the not confeſſing of others? 
And if the defending or excuſing of one ſin be a Ground of Withdrawing, why 
not the defending of any, even of Hypocriſy. 3. All the common Rules of 
Union agree with this: For perſonal Failings confeſſed or not confeſſed, can- 
not warrant a Breach where there is Union or Communion, elſe there could 
be no Union or Communion in the World kept up for a Years time. And 
therefore, if that Ground cannot be a Warrant for Separation where there 
is Union, then it cannot warrant a continuance of it to the hinderance of l- 
nion. Perſona! Failings confeſſed or not confeſſed, do not involye us in the 
uilt of thein, if we teſtifie againſt them, and mourn over them: Nor do 
they oblige us to condemn Duty or juſtifie Sin, or reſtrain us from any thing 
that we are called to. I need ſay the leſs of this, becauſe the whole is con- 
feſſed. Inform. Vindic. Head 4. in the firſt and third inſufficient Grounds of 


Withdrawing, page 64, 65, 66. which I need not tranſcribe. And in Diſtinct. 


forecited page 66, But from this I argue, if the perſonal Imperfections, In- 
firmities, Faults and Failings of Miniſters, be not a Ground of Witdrawin 
from their Miniſtry , then we may have Communion with the Miniſters o 
Scotland, about whom the Queſtion is. For the pn is not about their 
Scandalous, Defections, Whether we ſhall Join with them in theſe, or Coun- 
tenance the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry under theſe? but about not confeſling 
of the Guilt of them. Now, this omiſſion of Confeſſion, or refuſing of Ac- 
knowledgement is not an Official or Miniſterial Sin, affecting the Exerciſe 
of their Miniſtry, by vertue of which they Preach; But now only Perſonal, 
through want of Knowledge or Conviction, or Confidence or Sincerity ; 
None of which is a ſufficient Ground of Withdrawing. 9 1 
3. There may be Union aud Communion with Miniſters and Profeſſors, 
that not only are chargable with Failings, but many Scandals even not Con- 
feſſed, I do not (ay, in no Caſe are Scandals ſufficient Ground of Withdraws 
ing. Suchas are Atrocious, rn and Religion Infectious, * to 
2 f TY _ Iprea 
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ſpread, and leaven alt in Communion with ſuch à Congregation; Eſpeciall 
when not only they are Perſonal, but Official, affecting the Exerciſe of "T4 
niſterial Duties, which cannot be done but by vertne of, and as Authorized 
by Scandals in a broken State of the Church; Theſe are ſufficient Grounds 
of Separation; And even in a ſettled State may be Grounds of Seceſſion. 
Accordingly we declared in Inform. Vindic. Head 5. pag. 98. FS. 3. That we 
would Call and Hear ſuch Miniſters, as then we had juſt Exceptions againſt 
mhenſocver the right Removal thereof ſhall ſatisfy our Conſciences by their Con- 
demniug Defections; Teſtifying before God and the World their Reſentment of 
the ſame, and taking up the right State of the Quarrel, Tet we ftill tick at this, 
that we would not Call or Hear any Minifters, againft whom we had juſt, ſoli 
and valid Exceptions, until the ſame be rightly Removed in manner foreſaid. 
This is allowable in that circumſtantiaced Caſe, when theſe Exceptions were 
Solid and Valid; That is, when they were Infe&ticns, hazarding the Invol- 
ving of all that Countenanced them in the Sin of theſe Scandals, when they 
were Official, affecting the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry; So that they could 
not Preach but in ſuch a ſcandalous way; In that broken State of the Church, 
we could not Call or Hear them, except they ſhould have ſatisfied our Con- 
ſciences by Condemning and Confeſſing of theſe Scandals, Yew it is conce- 
ded, that ſome of theſe Scandals moſt Reproachful to the Church, may be 
Grounds of Seceſſion from one Congregation to another: But for With- 
drawing from the Church, or all that were then, or are yet Chargable with 
theſe Defections, theſe Exceptions are not ſolid and valid Grounds ; For now 
they are not Infectious nor Official, ſince they Preach by another Ri ht and 
another Authority than theſe Scandals. And now there are many Miniſters 
to be found, to whom theſe adjective Epithets are not applicable, about 
which the Queſtion uſed to be about that time, Head 7. pag. 108. 111. That 
is who are neither Complyers with the Enemy, nor ſilent in lying by from the 
Publick Work, or not diſcovering the palpable Sins of the Time; Nor in ſuch a 
meaſure Unfaithful, as would be decerned Cenſurable by our Church Conſtitu- 
tions, tho' at that time they were chargable with theſe things; And I wiſh 
theſe that were then, or continue to be moſtly chargable with thefe things, 
were Cenſured condignly. Reſpect to the Honour of Chriſt, and to t 
Churches Peace, would plead for this. But all the Exceptions that we can 
have againſt many Miniſters, is their hearing the Indulged, their Preaching 
with them under the Toleration, without either Addreſſing for it or Witnet- 
ling againſt ir, their Silence and other pieces of Unfaithfulneſs of that Nature, 
in times of Temptation, would never be Cecerned a Ground of Depoſition 
(tor that only is the Cenſure which can Juſtify Withdrawing ; See Head 
Pag. 19, ſince that only enjoin. , to Withdraw, Pag. 70.) by our Chur 
Conſtitutions, Nor if there were Ground for {ach a Cenſure at other tim 
could it be now expedient to draw forth ſuch a Cenſure, and depoſe all that 
are ſo guilty in this Epidemick Involvument. Nor can we warrantably. with. 
draw upon this Account, becaule theſe Scandals are not Cenſured nor remo. 
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ved by Confeſfion, in foch a Caſe, wherein Faithful Men may follow Peace 
and do their Duty, and therein acquieſce without partaking of the Faults of 
others. For upon the Cenſuring of all Scandals, ( eſpecially the Ep'demick ) 
Union cannot be ſuſpended, but would rather be preſſed, that Scandal might 
be gotten orderly Cenſured, Yea when Union comes in Competition with 
the Cenſuring of Unfaithful Men, and both cannot be obtained together 
Union is to be preferred; As we find the Apoſtle doth, when the Evils and 


Inconveniencies of Schiſm are greater and more hurtful to the Church than 


| Men may be ſpared out of reſpect to the Churches Good; As Mr. Gilleſpie 
proves in his Aaron's Rod Bloſſoming,and Mr. Durham on Scandal, Part. 4. Ch. 
17. In this Caſe Union is not to be ſuſpended, but either theſe Debates about 
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the Evil of ſuch an Union. In times of Divifion, Purging is not to be ſo. touch 
1 as in times of Union, but then in ſeveral Cafes, Cenſures of Unfaith- 


Scandals waved for a time, or referred to a more convenient Seaſon; Ee | 
ly 


cially. when the Scandals are to be looked open as paſt, and may proba 
never recur. And ſo the common Rules of Union may be obſerved, that is, 
when the Seandalsare ſuch as would not warrant a Separation in Times of 


Ummon, when they do not make Communion in.Ordinances ſinful, when there 
| bs accels for a Faithful Man to diſcharge his Duty, aad there is no hazard 
of partaking of the Guilt of theſe Scandals, I prove this from Scripture and 


Reaſon : Many Inftances Scriptural do clear it. x, In the Church of Ifrael 


\ 


In the Times, of the Judges, eſpecially in that loaſe time Ike ours, when there 


was no King in Hrael, and every Man did that which was right in his own 
eyes, the whole Tribe of Benjamin became ſcandalous in Defection, in Com- 


plyance with the Men of G:þheah ;, Yet after their diſcomfiture the whole 


Congregation ſent to them in the Rock Rimmon, not only to enter into an 
Aſſociation of Peace with them, (as I noted in the Debates about Aſſociati- 


on) but to reſtore them to all the Privileges they enjoyed betore, and conſe- 
quently Church Fellowſhip among the reſt, as to attend the Feaſt of the © 


Lord in Shiloh,8c, Fudg. 21. 13, 14, Cr. For now the Scandal was paſt, and 


no more a continuing Snare, But whatever Confeſſion was after this Union, 


it was not propoſed as the Term or Condition of Communion with them 


at firſt. 2. in that fame Church, in the days of Eli, a very Indulging Prieſt: 
his Sons Hopimi and Phinehas were very ſcandalous Church Officers, being. 
Sons of Belial, that knew not the Lord, Coyetous- Wretches, ſcandalouſly: 
Adulterous, in ſo much that Men were made to abhor the Offering of the 


Lord. 1 Sam. 2. 12—17. Yet Godly, Ellanah and Hannah the Mother of Sa- 


mel, went up yearly ro Worſhip and to Sacrifice unto the Lord of Hoſts in Shi- 


loh, albeit the two Sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the Priefts of the Lord 


were there, 1 Sam. 1: 3. This was not their Sin, becadiſe their Scandals, tho 
atrocious, were Perſonal and not Official: They did not Sacrifice by- ver- 


tue of their Scandals, and ſo they did not pollute the Ordinances, nor make 


Communion in them ſinful, nor did they make Elkanah Partaker of the Guilt 
of them, But it is certain the continued in them, without Confeſſing andi 


% For- 
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Forſaking. 2. After the Captivity, in the Days of Ezra, the Church Offi- 
cers were charged with ſeveral Scandals : The Prieſts and the Levites did not 
ſeparate themlelves from the People of the Lands, doing according to their 
Abominations even of the Canaanites and the Hittites, &c. For they took 
ſtrange Wiyes of their Daughters for themſelves and their Sons, joining in 
Affinity with the People of theſe Abominations; As Exra laments afterwards, 

Ezrag. Yet before then, even when theſe Scandals were not removed b 

Confeſſion, the Godly joined with them in Ordinances. The Children of I 
rael, the Prieſts and the Levites, and the reſt of the Children of the Captivity 
kept the Dedication of the Houfe of God with Joy, and Offered one hundred 
Bullocks, two hundred Rams, &c. Ezra 6: 16, 17. to the end. Alſo at the 
delivering of the Veſſels of the Houſe of the Lord, by number and weight, 
the Children of thoſe that had been carried py, ffered Barnt-offerings 
unto the God of Iſrael, in Communion with theſe Prieſts and Levites. Ezra 
8: 35. This was not their Sin, becauſe the Scandals were not Official, and 

_ tho? of evil Example to the People, to enſnare them into the ſame Sin, yet it 
was not their Sin to Sacrifice. And the Peoples joining with them, was not 
aCountenancing orCommunicating with them in theSin of theirScandals.t But 
this joining was before theirConfelfion,and not Suſpended upon that. 4. In like 
manner, in the days of Nehemiah, Eliaſhibthe Prieſt having the Overſight of 
the Chamber of the Houſe of God, was under Scandal, in being Allied unto 
Tobiah, and in preparing for Tobiah a Chamber in the Courts of the Houſe of 
God, Neh. 13. 4,7. for which he was put away. Alſo at the ſame time 
one of the Sons of Jojada the Son of Eliaſbib the high Prieſt, was Son in Law 
to Sanballat the Horonite; Therefore he was chaſed away in like manner, 
Theſe two had defiled the Prieſthood, and the Covenant of the Prieſthood, 
and of the Levites, Neb, 13. 28, 29, Yet before theſe Scandals were remoy- 
ed byConfeſſion orCenſure the People had joined with them all the time, v. 3.4 
This was not their Sin, becauſe, as they were Ignorant of their Sin and Scan- 
dal of theſe Complyances, (as People in one day cannot know whether many 
Miniſters be guilty of Complyance, or not, or if that Guilt be a Ground of 
withdrawing, or not) ſo the Scandals were not Official, nor did Communi- 
on with thele Prieſts" involve them in the Sin of their Scandals. 5. In the 
Church of Corinth, there were many Scandals among the Officers and Mem- 
bers of that Church; Inceſt was not Cenſured. t Cor. 5, 1. 2. Some went 
to the Law with their Brethren to the Offence of others. 1 Cor. 6. 1. Some 
committed Fornication, 1 Cor. 6. 15, 16, 18. They offended their Brethren 
by their Scandals,and Wounded their weak Conſcience, Cor. 8. 12. They did 
Eat in Idols Temples, having thereby Fellowſhip with Devils, and Provoking 
the Lord to Jealouſie, 1 Cor. 10. 23, They were divided in Communicating 
And at the Lords Supper, one was Hungry, another Drunk, 1 Cor, 11, 21. 
And for theſe things they were threatned with Cenſures, and the Apoſto- 
lick Rod. Some of them, even Officers, were puffed up, deſiring his Cenſu re, 


I Cor, 4. 18, 19, 21, And Reproaching the Apolile, as if he walked * . 
3 | Flein, 
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Fleſh, 2 Cor. 10. 2, Yet for Reſpect to the Good of the Church, and for 
preventing the Stumbling of the Weak, and for preventing the further Miſ- 
carriages of ſuch as ſhould have been Cenſured, we find the Apoſtle would 
not Cenſure in ſuch a Caſe, teſt he ſhould ſtate a Schiſm, Gal. 5. 12. Tho 
he Aſſerts, and Vindicated his Power to Cenſure, 2 Cor. io. 8, 9, 12. And 
Communion was ſtill intertained in Ordinances by the Godly ; Yea, injoyn⸗ 
ed by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. 22, 23. Albeit there were many Scandals among 
them. and theſe not removed by Cenſure, or Confeſſion. This was not their 
Sin, becauſe the Scandals of others that did joyn with them, did not Pollute - 
the Ordinances tothem, nor make Communion in them Sinful. They were 
not Official Scandals ;: If every one of them examined himſelf, and did Partake 
of the Ordinance worthily himſelf, no more was required. Reaſon alſo doth 
Confirm it : For 1. Scandals of Officers perſonal, cannot pollute Communi- 


on in Ordinances, no more than the Graciouſneſs, or Inoffenſiveneſs of Of- 
ficers can Sanctify Communion in Ordinances ; For we can no otherwiſe Par- 


take of the Evil, than of the Good of another m Church Communion. As 
is proven by Durham on Scandal, Part. 2. Chap. 12. And by Rutherford in 
his Peaceable Plea, Chap. 10. Concluſ: F. Pag. 132. &c. where he proves this 
Concluſion, It is not lawful to Separ at from any Worſhip of the Church for 
the Sins of the Fellow Worſhippers, whether they be Officers or private 
Chriſtians. 2. Confeſſion of Scandal ſuppoſeth Conviction; Conviction ſup- 
poſeth Information, and the ſame Sentiments of theſe Scandals that we have: 
Muſt there therefore be no Union or Communion with any, until they be of 
the ſame Sentiments with our ſelves? This is diſproved before, that diffe- 
rence of Judgment is not a Ground of Withdrawing, otherwiſe there had 
never been Union or Communion in the Church ſince the beginning of the 


World; For they were never of oneJudgment about Sin and Duty, And ſhall 


we Condemn the Generation of Gods People in former Times, who-entertain- 
ed Union and Communion among themſelves, without preſſing this. 3. It 
Confeſſion be neceſſary, Withdrawing is not the Way to engage to it, which 
doth Imbitter and Confuſe Men in their Opinion. Now from this 1 Argue, 
If Scandals perſonal, be not a Ground of Withdrawing, then we may have 
Communion with the Presbyterian Miniſters of Scotland, concerning Whom 
the Debate is. For theſe Scandals are now paſt, not abiding to be Snares or 
Stumbling Blocks; Not Involving us in the Guilt of them, it we Proteſt a- 
gainſt them, and Mourn for them. Aud now, no more Official Scandals, 
under which, and by vertue of which, they have Liberty to exerciſe their 
Irliniſtry, it being founded now upon another Authority and Right, and 
{eparated from theſe Scandals, 

+ There may be Union and Communion with Miniſters and Profeſſors in 
a Church where many Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Government are Tolerated and Intertained, neither Confeſſed nor Reform- 
ed. It is evident by former Conceſſions. I do not mean either Hereſie in 
Doctrine, Idolatry in Worſhip, Tyranny in Diſcipline, Intruſion in Govern- 
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ment, or Schiſmin Communion ; Or ſuch Corruptions as are inſeparable 
from the Doctrine, Worſhip, Dilcipſine and Government, making our Com- 
munion with the Church a+ Participation with, and Homologation of the 1 
Guilt of theſe Corruptions; Such as Popery, Arminianiſm, Socinianiſm, 2 
Ouakeriſm, and other Errors in Doctrine, Idolatry, Superſtition, Leita gien 


turned aſide quickly out of the way unto [dolatry, Worſhipping the Golden Th 
Calf, wherein Aaron the Prieſt had a great hand, Exod, 32. They were De- W, 
filed with, and not Cleanſed from the Iniquity of Baal-Peor, Numb. 6. 6. 25, 
Foſh. 22. 17. They Rebelled, Murmured, and Mutinied againft the Lord, an 


Humane Ceremonies, Inventions contrair unto the Second Command in Wor- 294 

ſhip. Prelacy, Eraftianiſm, Indulgence, Toleration, &c. in Diſcipline and Py 
Government ;, Or Seftarianiſm, Browniſm, or Gibiſm, or other Schiſmes in f 
Communion, while theſe Corruptions remain. But it is as evident, that 8 

there may be Union and Communion with a Church, where there are ſeveral I 
Corruptions neither Confeſſed, nor Reformed ; Even all ſuch wherein theſe th 

Common Rules may be Conſerved ; Such as would not warrant a Separation, C, 

if the Church were United before; Such as do not makeCommunion in Or- th 

dinances Sinful; Such as give Accels to Faithful Men to diſcharge their Duty; th 

Such as do not preclude Edification: And ſuch as do not Involve us in the fe 

Sin of them, either by putting us to Condemn what we approved before, or 2s 

approve what we Condemned before, or — from any Duty, As an 

for Example, in Doctrine there may be Difference of Judgment, about many T} 

Things, of which before, erd Doctrinal Determinations of Di ſputable m. 

Points exacted by Synods, contfary to our Sentiments; And yet there may ed 

be Forbearance with Proteſtation, if we be not conſtrained to Subſcrib, or pl: 

Homologat the ſame. In Worſhip there may be many Defects and Diſorders, ce 

and ſuch things as had need to be Reformed ; Yet Conſiſtent with Union and Ph 
Communion. In Diſcipline and Government, there may be many Diſſati(- ho 

factions with Church Officers, Unjuſt Cenſures, Unfit Ordinations, Errone- mi 

| ous Deciſions Synodical, wrong Conſtitutions rof Judicatories, Diſſatisfacti- G0 

| ons with Perſons that have the main Stroke in the Adminiſtrations, occaſion- int 
BI ing Jealouſies and Fears of Miſgovernment for the time to come, and the like; ſor 
Ti In which it is impoſſible that divided Parties, can — full Satisfaction to fin 
1 their Mind, or to their Light. But they may keep tl emſelves free of Sin, b the 
ſl Mourning for theſe things, Witneſſing, Proteſting, and” Wreſtling again the 
1 them, without Withdrawing from Church Communion; Which I prove w 
a from Scripture and Reaſon. In Scripture we find, 1. In the Church of J, we 
j rael in the Wilderneſs, there were many Corruptions and Defections, they Gc 


| 
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and againſt Meſes, appointing to themſelves a Captain to return to Egypt. Ia 
Na, 14. Ng 9. = Yea, when they were Reproved and Witneſſed Ba 
againſt, they Threatned to Stone the Lords Servants with Stones, Numb. Je: 
14. And in the Schiſm of Korah, Dathan, and Aviram, who, with their Ad: for 


herents, ſeparated from Moſes, the People Murmuring againſt Moſes, and alſ 
Aaron took part with the Schiſmaticks, even when the Lord had Convicted ma 


and 


arable 
Com- 
of the 
aniſm, 
gie,, 
Wor- 
7e and 
mes in 
„that 
ſeveral 
theſe 
ration, 
in Or- 
Duty; 
in the 
re, or 
„ 
many 
utable 
e may 
ib, or 
rders, 
IN and 
iſſatiſ⸗ 
rrone- 
stacti- 
daſion- 
like; 
ion to 


in, b 
gain 
prove 
of Iſ- 
they 
j olden 
re De- 


and Puniſhed them, faying, They oF killed the Peyple of the Lord, Numb, 
16, 41. They had Corrupted themſelves, their Spot was not the Spot of his Chil; 
dren, they were a perverſe and crooked Generation, Deut. 32. 5. They . forjook 
God, and provoked him to Fealouſie with ftrange Gods, = Sacrificed to Devils, 
not to God, v. 16, 17. All which Corruptions in Worſhip, Dilcipline, Go. 
vernment, and Converſation, were ſtill continued in, not Reformed, an 
never Conteſſed, until God extorted it by Judgments; Yet all that time be- 
fore their Conteſſing, or Forſaking, the Faithful did abide in the Communi- 
on of that Church, and did not * from the Congregation or Taber- 
nacle; Which was not their Sin, becauſe they did not Communicat with 
them in theſe Corruptions, only in the Worſhip of God — from theſe 
Corruptions: In the mean time they were not impoſed upon to approve. 
theſe Defections, but had freedom to Witneſs, Proteſt, and Wreſtle 1 
them, 2. In the time of the Judges, there were many Corruptions an De- 
fections intertained, not Reformed, even in 7o/pna's days, the firſt Judge: They. 
had ftrange Gods among them, even when they were in one Aﬀembly together, 
and had Communion in Worſhip, and were Covenanting, Jah. 24. 14, 23. 
They allowed a Toleration to the Curſed Nations devoted to Deſtruction, 
making Leagues and Covenants with them., They forſook the Lord, and ſerv- 
ed Baal and Aſotaroth, Judg: chap. 1. and 2. throughout. They com- 
plyed with an Apoſtat City Gibeab, and yet without Confeſſion were, re 
ceived into Communion, Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, Judg. 21. When 1 and 
Phinchas, their Miniſters, were Sons of Belial, Adulterers, making Men to ab- 
hore the Offering of the Lord, yet Elkanah and Hannah joined in Com- 
munion and in Worſhip, Thele Corruptions in Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 
Government, and Converſation, were ſtill Perfiſted in, frequently Reſapſed 
into, Maintained, and never Confeſſed until Judgment forced them, and 
ſome of them never Confeſſed at all; Yet all that time before their Confeſ- 
ſing and Forſaking,the Faithful Remnant had Communion with them, not in 
thele Defections or Corruptions, but in Religious Ordinances, and kept 
themſelves free from theſe Defections, by Mourning over them, Wreſtling, 
Witneſſing, and Proteſting againſt them. z. In the time of the Kings, there 
were many Defections and Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Government. In Doctrine, Solomon ſays of the Watchmen in thele Days, 
They found the Church, they Smote her, they Wounded her, the keepers of the 
Wall took away her Fail from her, Cant. 5. 7. handling her Caſe very Unfaith- 
fully, Untenderly, Ignorantly, Torturing her with many Miſapplications 
and Reproaches. In the days of Uriah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
Jjaiah ſays, The Watchmen were Blind, Ignorant, Dumb Dogs that could not 
Bark, ſleeping, Iſa: 56. 10. In the days of Jaſiah, Fehojakim, Zedekiah, 
Jere mie ſays, The Prophets propheſied falſely, Jer. 5. 31. They were not vdliant 
for the Truth upon the Earth, Jer. 9. 3. They walked in Lies, theyſtrengthened 
alſo the hands of Evil Doers, that none returned from his Wickedneſs. They 
made the People Vain, They ſpake a V. mn of their own Heart, and not out _ 
the 
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Mouth of the Lord, for which th C# not to be hearkned unto;, That is, Obey. 


ed, and their rine received upon Truſt, Jer. 23. 1 4, 16. In the days of the an\ 
begun Captivity, Ezekiel ſays to the Shepherds of that time, that they fed not We 
the Flock, And theLord's Flock was made to Ear that which they bad troden be 
with their Feet, and to Drink what they had fouled with their Feet, Ezek. 34, a'\ 
2, 19. In Worſhip, not only were the high Places and Groves not taken a- we 
way in many Reformations ; But the Collective Body of the Ten Revolting def 
Tribes, went a Whoring after Feroboam'sCalves at Dan and Bethel, and after Wi 
the Gods of the Nations, excepting a Remnant of 7000, which did not bow the 
their Knee to Baal, of whom the Lord ſpeaks to Elijah, unknown to the Lot 
Prophet. And alſo Fudah was Univerſally Corrupted with Idolatry and Bn 
falſe Prieſthood, deſcribed at length, Exel, 16. and 23 Chap. And in Dif. Zec 
cipline and Government, at that time, Iſziah ſays, Their Watchmen were Fif 
Greedy Dogs, which could never have enough, they all looked to their own Pol 
way, every one for his Gain, from his quarter, Iſa, 56. 11. Jeremiah ſays, the 
The Prieſts bear Rule by their Means, and the People loved to have it ſo, Jer, 5, Sh 
ult. in jo much, that he wiſhed for a lodging Place in the Wilderneſs, that boy 
he might Leave his People, and go from them, wiſhing for a Seceſſion from Go 
them; Yet not daring to Separate, tho' he calls them all Adulterers, an Co 
Aſſembly of Treacherous Men, bending their Tongues for Lies in Reproaching anc 
the Faithtul, and none of them were Valiant for rhe Truth, Jer. 9. 2. 3. The the 
Paſtors Scattered che Sheep of the Lord's Paſtures and Drove them away, Pre 
and did not Viſit them, Jer. 23. 1. 2. And Ezekiel ſays, The Shepherds in in 
his day did not Strengthen the Diſeaſed, did not Heal that which was Sick, for 
nor bind up that which was Broken, nor brought again that which was ati 
driven away, nor ſought that which was Lat; But with Force and with Tu] 
Cruelty ruled them, Exel. 34. 4. All theſe Corruptions in Doctrine, Wor- Do 
fhip, Diſcipline and Government were ſtill bout up among them, nor Confeſ- as 
ſed, nor Forſaken, until the Lord enforced it by — and Deſolations J "Th 
Yet all that time before, their CR or Forſaking, the Faithful Remnant He 
ſeparated indeed from their Errors and Idolatries; But as ſoon as ever they of 
could recover the Ordinances in Purity, they joined in Sacrifices and Feaſts, De 
and other Worſhip, Celebrated by the Corrupt and Impenitent Officers ; In 
Nor were they ever Commanded to Withdraw from Prophets, Prieſts, or La 
Levites in the Worſhip of God, becauſe they did not Confeſs their Defe&ti- Bo 
ons, or though they did not acknowledge them ; No more was required, but ſol 
that they ſhould not bow their Knee to Baal, ſhould not go up to Gilgal, Be- 71 
zhel, or Bethaven, but Mourn for theſe Sins, and Witneſs and Proteſt againſt " 
them, Pleading with their Mother, Pleading that ſhe might put away her A- you 
dulteries, and yer ſtill joining, not in theſe Abominations, but in Ordinances, th 
when they could not get them Pure; Whatever the Diſpenſers were, that Di 
were Authoriſed and called to Diſpenſe them. This was not their Sin, it is _" 
never ſo called, becauſe they had full Liberty to go about their Duty, and be 
*ere not required, either to Homologat any Sin, or Condemn or Forbear a 


any 


any Duty. 4. After theCaptivity, in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah, there 

were ſeveral Corruptions and De ections intertained long before they could 

be gotten Reformed and Removed; For that is never the Work of a Day or 
a Year, alter times of _ continuing Tentation and Tribulation. Thers 
were ſeveral Defections and Compliances found among thePrieſts and Levites, 
defiling the Prieftly and Levitical Covenant, as their Marrying ſtrange 
Wives, Cc. Ezra, 9. Neh. 13. Haggai Prophelying at the (ame time, ſays of 
them, they were Indulged in eaſie Lazineſs, awelling in cieled Houſes, when the 
Lord's Hou ſe lay 1 ſaying, the time was not come that it ſhould be 
Built, Hag. 1. 2. 4. That which they offered was Unclean, Hag. 2. 14. And 
Zechary his Collegue, at that time ſays, when they Faſted and Mourned in the 
Fifth and Seventh Month, they did not Faſt unto the Lord, Tech. 7.5, 6. The 
Poſſeſſors of the Lord's People flew them, and held themſelves not Guilty, and 
they that ſold them ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord for I am Rich, and their own 
Shepherds Pitied them not, The Lords Soul loathed them, and their Soul ab- 
bored him, Lech. 11. 5, 8. Theſe Corruptions in Worſhip, Dilcipline, and 
Government, and Scandals in Practice, continued very long ere they were 
Confeſſcd and Reformed, even until Nehemiah and Ezra came from Babylon 
and Perſia; Yet all that time, even before their Confeſſing and Forſaking 
theſe Sins, the Godly had Communion with them in Worſhip ; Nor did the 
Prophets reprove them for it, but Encouraged them and Countenanced them 
in it, Ezr4.3. 2, 3, 4, Cc. Exra. 5. 1. Exra. 6. 16, 17, Ezra. 35, all be- 
fore their Conteſſion, as was ſhewed above. 5. In the time of Chriſts Humili- 
ation in the Fleſh, ' the Church of the Jews was a moſt Perverſe and Cor- 
rupted Church in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government. In 
Doctrine, the Teachers of that time, even thoſe that had Right ko Teach, 
as well as Uſurpers, perverted the Law of God with their falſe Gloſſes; 
"They denyed that Hatred and Raſh Anger was a Sin Matth. 5. 22. or that 
Heart Adultery was a Sin, verſ. 28. They made the Commandment of God 
of no effect, by their Traditions, Matthew 15. 6. They targht for 
Dottrines, the Commandments of Men, Verſe 9. Mark. 7. 7, 8, 9. 
In Worſhip they were corrupted with Superſtition, as is every where 
Taxed. The Houſe of God was polluted with them that Sold and 
Bought in the Temple, Tables of Money Changers, and Seats of them that 
ſold Doves : Whereby the Huule of Prayer was made a Den of Thieves. 
Matth. 21: 12, 13. And in Diſcipline and Government the Prieſthood was 
acquired and kept by Mayen; Cajaphas was High Prieſt that year. Yea they 
were a corrupt Generation of V __ that killed the Prophets, and ſtoned 
them that were ſent unto them. Theſe Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, 


Diſcipline and Government, were Tolerated without Confeſſion or Reforma- 

tion, till the Erection of the New Teſtament Order: Vet all that time,cven 

before Confeſſion or Reformation, the Godly had Communion in Ordinan- 

ces. I do not ſay, nor think, they had Communion with the Intruding or U- 

ſurping Phariſees, that ſat on W not on Aarons. Matth. 23. But in 
2 


true 


Ha E. 

true Temple Worſhip with tbe Prieſts and Levites, the' they were ſo eorrupt, 
as have ſaid, and Tolerated and Connived at, and Complyed with all theſe . 
Corruptions of the Scribes and Phariſees. Chriſt and his Diſciples attended 
their Feaſts and went to the Temple. Joh. 7: 10. Joh. 8: 2. He commands the 
Leper to go to the Prieſt, Matth. 8: 4. And commends the poor Widow ca- 
{ting in her two Mites in the Temple Treaſury, Luk. 21: 1—3. Zacharias 
a Rizhteous Prieſt, walked in all the Commanaments and Ordinances of the 
Lord Blameleſs, joined with the reſt of the Prieſts, executing the Prieſts Of. 
iice before God, in the order of his Courſe. Luk. 1: 6, 8, 9. Simeon a juft and 
devout man, waiting for the Conſolation of 1rael, met with Chriſt, waiting 
on the Ordinances there, Zuk. 2: 25, 27. And Anna a Propheteſs, departed 
act from the Temple, but ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers night and 
day, verſ. 37. Joſeph of Arimathea a good Man and a juſt, who waited for 
the Kingdom of God, did nut only join in Ordinances, but in Government 
in the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, as a Counſellor, continuing ſtill in their Judicato- 
ries, tho he did not Conſent to their wicked Deeds and Achs, Luk. 23: 50, FI. 
Nicodem allo, he that came to Jeſus by night, joined in Government, and 
lat in Judicatories with the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees. Foh. 7: 50. Theſe 
Joinings of the Godly were not fin, becauſe they gid not join with theſe 
Corruptions, but mourned over them, and teſtifſied againſt them. And as 
for Joſeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, they did not {in in ſo Joining, be- 
cauſe they diſſented and proteſted againſt the wicked Acts of theſe Judicato- 
ries, and ſtood in the way of paſſing ſome wicked Acts. Yea their Freedom 
and Faithfulneſs in ſo diſſenting when they were preſent, is more ſolemnly 
Recorded to their Honour in the Goſpel, than if they had divided; As Mr. 
Durham ſhews on Scandal, Part. 4. Chap. 7. Pag. 292. | 

6. In the Church of Corinth, tho it ſtill remained a true Church, 1 Cor. 1, 
2. there were many groſs Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Government. In Doctrine, ſome of them ſaid, There is no Reſurrection of 
the deed. 1 Cor. 15: 12, They deſpitefully traduced Paul's Name, as if he 
walked according to the Fleth. 2 Cor. 10: 2. There were among them falſe 
Apoſtles, deceitful Workers, transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt being Satan's Miniſters. 2 Cor. 11: 13, 15. In Worſhip, they did 
eat in Idols Temples, having thereby Fellowſhip with Devils, 1 Cor. 10: 21, 
22, They were divided in Communicating, coming to the Lord's Table, 
tome hungry, ſome drunken. 1 Cor. 11. 18, 21. eating damnation to theme 
ſelves, v. 29. They had made Confuſions in the manner of their Worſhip, 
All ſpeaking with divers tongues, 1 Cor. 14.23. And in Diſcipline and G- 
vernment, the Miniſters tolerated all theſe things, in ſo much as ſome of 
theſe Hereticks and Schiſmaticks were puffed up, deſpiſing the Apoſtle's 
Cenſure, and not fearing his coming with a Rod, 1 Cor. 4. 18. to the end. 
There was alſo Inceſt tolerated, and ſuch as was not named among the Gen- 
tiles, and they that ſhould have Cenſured it were puffed up. 1 Cor. 5. 1, 2. 


And Harlotry too common among them. 1 Cor. 8; 15, 16, Together With 
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thelr goirig to the Law. 1 Cor. 6: 1. doc Murdering weak Souls for whom 
Chriſt died, by their many Scandals. 1 Cor. 8: 11, 12, 13. All theſe Cor- 
ruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, were very long 
continued in without Reformation or Confeſſion. Yet all that time they 
met together in Church Communion, and were commanded to meet for 
Worſhip, 1 Cor. 14. for the Sacrament, 1 Cor. 11. 18. wherein they were to 
tarry one for another, verſ. 22. 33. And for Diſcipline, 1 Cor. 5: 4. And 
are reproved for Diviſions and Schiſms, 1 Cor. 1: 10, 12. 1 Cr. 3: 3. Yea 
and the Apoſtle himſelf thought it expedient to ſpare or deter the Cenſuring 
of ſome of them, 1 Cor. 4: 18. 2 Cor. 10: & 6—8, 9. This therefore was 
not their Sin, becauſe the Faithful had no Communion with theſe Hereticks 
or Schiſmaticks, or Idolaters, 2 Cor. 6: 14, 17. Or with any in their Corru- 
ptions. And tho they had Communion with theſe that joined and complied 


too much with them, yet they exonered themſelves by mourning over them, 


roteſting againſt them, and waiting for, and ſubmitting unto the Apoſtle's 

irections. 7. In the Church of Galatia, tho! ſtill remaining a true Church, 
Gal. 1. 2. there were many groſs Corruptions and Dete&ions in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government. In Doctrine, they were removed un- 
to another Goſpel, Gal. 1: 6: 8. Bewitched not to obey the Truth, beginning in 
the Spirit, ending in the Fleſh, Gal. 3: 1, 3. Pleading for Circumciſion and Ju- 
ſtification by the Law, rendering Chri/t of no effect unto them, Gal. 5: 3, 4. 
Not obeying the Truth, verſ. 7. Theſe that deſired to make a fair ſhew in the 
fleſh conſtrained them to be Circumeiſed, only leaſt they ſhould ſuffer Perſe- . 
cution for the Faith of Chriſt, Gal. 6: 12. In Worſhip, many adhered to 
the Moſaical Ceremonies, turning to weak and beggerly Elements, obſerving 
Days, Months, Times and Years, Gal. 4: 9, 10. And in Dilcipline and Go- 
vernment, thele that troubled them were not cut off or cenſured, Gal. 5: 9, 
10, 11, All theſe Corruptions in Doctrine, Worthip, Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment were for ſome time maintained without Confeſſion, or returning 
from them; Yet all that time the Faithful maintained alſo Church Commu- 
nion, tho' not in theſe Corruptions and Defections, yet in Worſhip and Du- 
ty without fin, exonering themſelves by ſtanding faft, and proteſting againſt 
their being entangled with the Yoke of Bondage. 8. In the Churches of A. 
fia, tho true Churches, having Chriſt walking in the midſt of their Candle- 
ſticks, there were many Corruptions and Defections. Epheſus had fallen 
from her firſt Love and firſt Works, for which ſhe is commanded to Repent. 
Kev. 2. 4, J. Yet none are commanded to Withdraw until ſhe Repented. 
Pergamus had theſe that held the Doctrine of Balaam, and the Doctrine of 
the Nicolait ans; which thing the Lord hated, verſ. 14, 15. Thyatira ſuffe- 
red the Woman Fezabel,which called her ſelf a Propheteſs, to teach and ſeduce 
the Lord's Servants to commit Fornication, and to eat things ſacrificed unto 
Idols, v. 20. Sardis was dead in Formality, Rev. 3:1. Laodicea languiſhing, 
in Lukewarmneſs and loathſome Indifferency, verf. 15, 16. All thele Cor- 
ruptions and Defections were for ſome time maintained without Repen- 


tance ;, 


tance ;, And tho' for all of them they be commanded to Repent, and conſe· 
quently to Confeſs them. Yet none are commanded to Withdraw till they 
Repented. And no other burthen is impoſed upon theſe that were free of 
theſe Corruptions and Defections, but to bold faft that which they had alrea- 
dy until the Lord come. Rev. 2: 24, 25. On the contrary, theſe who keeped 
themſelves pure, tho ſtill continuing m Communion, not with theſe Here- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks in ſin, but with theſe defective Angels in Duty, were 
commended and approven, and exhorted to continue as formerly. Now, if 
Communion with them in that Caſe had been ſinful, and Perſonal Integrit 
( with mourning for, and — againſt theſe D-fe&tions and Detects 
had not been ſufficient for the Faithful, where the defect was ſinful in the 
Officers; How can it be thought, that the Faithful and True Witneſs Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould ſo ſharply Reprove the one, and ſo fully approve the other at 
the ſame time ? Meg 

Reaſon alſo doth confirm it: For 1. If many Corruptions in Parents or 
Husbands, will not warrant Children or Wives to ſeparat from Parental or 
Conjugal Fellowſhip, which is the moſt Natural and neareſt kind of Com- 
munion, yet not to be kept in Sin, as the Apoſtle Teaches, 1 Cor. 7. Then 
alſo many Corruptions in Miniſters or Elders, who muſt be ſubmitted unto as 
Fathers, will not warrant Church Members to withdraw from Church Fel- 
lowſhip. 2. If known Corruptions or Defections in Church Officers ſimply, 
becauſe not confeſſed, made Communion in Ordinances ſinful ; Then no 
Communion could be = at all with others, becauſe all have Corruptions 
which they do not confeſs. Nay, no Believer could have Communion with 
himſelf, becauſe he hath Corruption known better to himſelf, than any o- 
thers Corruption; Nearer him than any others; Condemned in the Law as 
much as any others; And making indeed his Duties to be ſinful. If it be ſaid, 
he Repents and Confeſſes theſe Corruptions, reſts upon Chriſt for the remo- 
ving theGuilt and the Power of them,andProteſts againſt them; and then he is 
exonered. I anſwer, He Mp his Corruption, or unrenew'd Part, does not, 
will not Repent, So in the Body of the Church, we may repent, tho Miniſters 
and others will not; We may mourn over their Defections, lay it over upon 
Chriſt to remove them, and Proteſt againſt them, and then be exonered, and 
have Peace of Conſcience, in joining not with their Corruptions, but in Du- 
_ ty.3. It we withdraw from oneChurch in a conſtituteCaſe, becauſe of Corrup- 
tions and Defections unconfeſſed, then on the ſame Ground, we muſt withdraw 
from all Churches, becauſe all have Corruptions & Defections to Confeſs, which 
they do not confeſs. Nay in withdrawing from one we withdraw from all: 
For the Church is but one. And it we Communicat with any one Congregati- 
on, we have Communion with the whole Body; For all that eat one Bread 
are one Body, 1 Cor: 10. 17. compared with 1 Cor. 22. 13, And fo tho one 
Congregation be free, yet either it is a part of the National Church, or it is 
not. If it be a part, then in having Communion with that, we have Commu- 
nion with the whole National Church, And if we withdraw from the 9 
| Natl- 


National or any pou of it, for bi. 2» not confeſſed, then we muſt 
withdraw from that too: For that is a part of the Body corrupred.. If 
that one Congregation : with which we join, be not a part of the Church 
National, then it is a Diſtin& Church; And conſequently Schiſmatical, ac- 
cording to our own definition of Schiſm, Inform. Vindic. Head 4. page 63. 
4. If defections not confeſſed, tho not ſtanding neither as preſent Tentations, 
involving us in Sin, be a Ground of Withdrawing from Miniſters ; Then it 
is Lawful to ſeparat from Worſhip, becauſe of the Sins of the Fellow-worſhip- 
pers; * if they be Miniſters. Which is Laboriouſty and Learnedly 
diſproved by many Arguments, by Mr. Rutherford in his Peaceable Plea, Chap. 
10, and 11. And by Mr. Dur ham on Scandal, Part 2. Chap. 12, 13, 14, 15. 


Now hence I Argue, If many ſuch Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip, Dit- 


cipline and Government, not confeſſed nor reformed, be not a ſufficient 
Ground of Withdrawing, as I have proved by Scripture and Reaſon ; Then 
we may have Communion with the Presbyterian Minifters of Scotland, con- 
cerning whom the Diſpute is. For theſe are neither Hereſy, [dolatry, Ty- 
ranny, intruſion nor Schiſm: Nor are they inſeparable ( bur now aQual- 
ly ſeparated ) from the Conſtitution of the Church : Nor are they now 
ſlan ing or exiſtent in Exerciſe, either to authoriſe their Preaching, or to 
involve us in the guilt oi them. But they continue only as not acknowledg- 
ed by them, which would not warrant a Separation in any Church united; 
Nor can they make our Communion in Ordinances ſinful; Nor do they Ä 
wy put a Bar, but rather a Spur, to our Faithfulneſs in proteſting againit 
them, | 
In the Fourth Place, I ſhall Anſwer ſome Obje&ions, wherein I ſhall con- 
fider the chief of the Scriptures and Reaſons, that are, or may be alledged 
againſt what is ſaid. | | : 
Object. 1, © It is preſcribed to Jeremiah, when there was a Contention. be- 
te tween him and the Prieſts, Fer. 15. 19. Let them return unto thee, but return 
not thou unto them Therefore, untill the Miniſters offenſive and backſliding 
© Courſes be turned from, acknowledged and torſaken,we cannot return unto: 
them, but muſt continue in Withdrawings. Anſ. 1. Upon this Ground in- 
deed we did before ſuſpend our joining with them, and did continue'a Car:- 
ditional Withdrawing, as it is ſaid, Inform. Vindic. Head . page 92. We judg- 
ed it Lawful, Reaſonable and Neceſſary, in the former declining, back/iiding. 
and troubled State of the Church, as that was in Jeremiah, to leave that part 
of theChurch which bad made ſuch Defettion,whether Miniſters or Profeſſors, as to 
a joint Concurrence in carrying on the ublick Work.According to that Scripture, 
as it is ſaid, Vindic: pag. 36. Becauſe then in theſe Circumſtances, their Detecti- 
ons were ſtanding as ſnares, involving us-into the fin of them, it we' ſhould 
have returned unto Communion with them, while they were preaching by 
vertue of Sin, and their Miniſterial Exerciſe had its holding on fin, to wit, 
by the Indulgence and Toleration, built on Supremacy and Popiſh Tyranny, 


But now. it is not ſoʒ theſe are not ſtanding to invelve us in ſin. And ſeiig. 


they 


(48 
they have. ſo far returned, thonot to us, yet to the Ancient Reformation of 
the Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 
as that they have recovered their Miniſtry into Liberty, from theſe Incroach- 
ments; We may return ſo far unto them, as to have 1munion with them 


in Reformation, when we are not deſired nor tempted to return to their 


Defections. 2. The Prophet here in the midſt of his Contentions, which 
were a great Griefand Grievance to him, Verſe 10., falls into an exceſs of 
Impatience and Unbelief, wherein he ſpeaks as a Manin a raving Fit of a 
Fever, Verſe 18. The Lord in this Verſe, giving him a check for his Extra- 
vagancy, firſt encourages himſelf to Repent, If thou return I will bring thee 4. 
gain, If there were more of our returning to the Lord, there night be 
more hope of the Miniſters. Then he inf rus him to be Faithful in his own 
Miniſtry, to take the Precious from the Vile; That is to diſtinguiſh them, as 
ta ſpeak to them as the Lord's Mouth pertinently. giving to every one their 
due, to the Precious the i'r miſis, to the Vile the Threaimngs, he had to 
deliver. In the cloſe of the Verſ;, he gives bis Direction with reference to 
the People, that they ſhould rcry to him, nor he to then. Where (1) 
It is the People, his Perſecutors that is there ſpoken of, Vie 15. not only 
Prieſts or Prophets, he muſt not return to the Ways and Cour ies of his per- 
ſecuting Enemies. This is a good Argument not tounite with the perlen 
ting Party. 2. It was the Duty of theſe Perſecutors, be they Prieſts or Peo- 
ple, to return to him, Not only to return to God by Repentance, and to him by 
Confeſſion, but by Reformation of their Life, changing their Courſe, returning 
to Favour and Reſpect him, returning to hear him, and receive his Meſſape 
off his hands. It cannot be ſaid, that if they had not returned by Repen- 
tance or Confeſſion, but had returned by Reformation and Amendment, to 
join with him and to hear him; He would have refuſed them, tho certainly 

e would have dealt faithfully with them, in teſtifying againſt their former 
Courſes. Nor is it ſaid by the Lord, Until they return unto thee by Repen- 
tance and Confeſſion, thou halt not return unto them; only let them return: 
Importing it well became them to ſubje& themſelves to the Prophet. Now 
the Miniſters have in ſome reſpect returned, tho not by Repentanceor Con- 
feſſion; Yet by Reformation and changing their Courſe, unto a Courſe more 
like the old Way, than their. former Backſlidings. 3. Jeremiah was forbidden 
to return unto them, not abſolutly, but in ſome ſenſe; He behooved not to 
return from his ro, to follow their Backſliding Courſes, nor to ſubjeR 
himſelf to their wicked Impoſitions; But he was allowed to return to Preach 
to them; Yeaand to have Communion with them in the Sacrifices-and Solemn 
Feaſts, and other Temple Ordinances: As we find him frequenting the Temple, 
both to Preach and to Hear, Jer. 28. Yea there is not one Word in the Scrip- 
ture of his Withdrawing, or that ever he was commanded fo to dofrom the 
Prieſts in thoſe days. : | 
Object. 2. But if qc do not acknowledge their Iniquity, God will have 
© no Communion With them; And how can we have Fellowſhip with ny 

| w 


&« then Prov, 28.13. He that covereth his Sin ſhall not proſper, but whoſo"confeſſeth 
tc and forjaketh them ſhall have _ Without this Confeſſing and Forſaking, 
cc we cannot expect the Lord's Bleſſing with them, or that they ſhall Proſper 
© in their Miniftry, for without this they cannot tand in the Lords Counſel, © 
6e and conſequently cannot be Inſtrumental in turning People from their Evil 
& way, and from the Evil of their doings, nor Profit the People at all, Jer. 23. 22, 
&« 32. therefore we dare hear none to whom the Lord hath not promiſed his 
“ Countenance and Concurrence. Arf. 1. This makes Communion with 
them, while it is ſo, very Uncomfortable and Unheartſome, and Unhopeful, 
but it does not make it Sinful. For 1. Confeſſion of known Sin, is indeed 
alwiſe neceſſary for attaining and intertaining Communion with God, bur 
not ſo neceſſary in Church Communion, as that no Communion muſt be with: 
out it. Theſe Scriptures ſpeak no ſuch thing, but favs it is neceſſary for 
finding Mercy in the fight of God: Which again 2. Muſt be underſtood of 
Known Sins, not Explicitly Confeſſed, but purpoſely Covered, tho' they be 
convinced they are Sins, And unknown Sins, not Implicitly Confeſſed : It is 
not to be underſtood of every Sin; is impoſlible for a Man to confeſs all his 
Sins, and unlawful to confeſs any until he be Convinced. Known Sins we 
muſt Confeſs expreſly, but unknown Sins, ſuch as we have not, and are not 
convinced of, only implicitly. Now the Miniſters are not convinced of 
theſe Sins that they will not Confeſs, and it is hard to ſay that they Cover 
them purpoſely, and againſt their Light; And yet harder to ſay, they ſhall 
not find Mercy or Communion with God, until they Confels them. Many 
Believers under the Old Teſtament found Communion with God, tho? the 
never Confeſſed their Polygamie, Marrying moe Wives than one, whic 
was their Sin. Solomon tound Communion with God in the high Place at 
Gibeah, which was his Sin. 3. But whether — have Communion 
with God or not, we may have it under their Miniſtry; For the 
Hearers may have Communion with God when the Miniſter hath it 
not. Miniſters may Edify others, and not be Edifyed themſelves ; They 
may Preach Salvation to others Fruitfully, and be themſelves caſt away. 
Miniſters Impenitency cannot hinder Peoples Edification. The Reaſon why 
the Prophets in Jeremzab's time, did not turn People from their Evil ways, 
nor Profit them at all, was not becauſe they were Impenitent, or did not Con- 
feſs their Defections, but becauſe they were Unfaithful, preached Peace to 
Evil doers, when they ſhould have warned them of the Evils of their ways, 
and becaule they Aood not in the Lords Counſel, that is, fought not, and took 
not Counſel from God, and did not Conſult that, ſo much as the Counſel of 
their own [maginations: It were hard to apply this to the Miniſters, con- 
cerning whom the Debate is. 4. But whether we have the ſenſible Com- 
munion of God, or Manifeſtations ot his Preſence in Ordinances diſpenſed by 
theſe Miniſters or not, that is not the Rule of our Duty. Tis a very un- 
certain Rule; For he may give his 3 where he does not * the 
ini- 


c while they will not Confeſs their n but maintain Cauſes of Wrath, © | 


©: 13 | 
Miniſter, and he may approve the Miniſter where he does not give his Pre- 
ſence ; And if he be abſent, it is uncertain whether it be the Miniſters Fault 
| or our own, and upon that Ground the other Party may be juſtified in divid- 
| ing from us, becauſe they may miſs his Preſence among us, and in our Meet- 
11 ings; His Preſence in Communion is the End of our Meetings, and not the 
| Rule: The Meeting is alwiſe Lawful, and may have the Expectation of his 
' Preſence, that is gathered in his Name; And none can ſay, the Meetings of 
Presbyterian Miniſters of Scotland at this time, in theſe Circumſtances, are 
gathered in any other Name. However, if we would expect the Bleſſing, 
let us endeavour Unity, for that is as the Dew of Hermon, and there. the 
Lord commands the Bleſſing, P/. 133. wit. 5 
Object. 3. Many of theſe Miuiſters did ſubject their Mini y to the diſpoſal 
of ſtrange Lords, and took a new Holding from and upon that New Architecto- 
nick Vſurped Power of the Supremacy. We dare not therefore Homologat ſuch 
an Affront to the Prerogative Rozal of our only King and Law-giver, who ſent 
them to Negotiat a Treaty of Peace with us, in giving them the Reſpect of his 
Ambaſſadors, after they have ſo foully broken their Inſtructions, and becom: 
Servants of Men, and Subject, even in Miniſterial Functions, to another Head than 
. Chrift. We dare have no more medling with ſuch Changlings in things that they 


and we dare not come and go upon, Prov. 24, 21. We cannot countenance 


them, who have ſo 97+ 090g the Covenant of Levi, by Miſregarding the Ho- 
nour of him who called them to be his Meſſengers, by departing out of the way, 
and cauſing many to ſtumble at the Law ; For which cauſe, they are in Hol 
Juſtice deſervedly made Contemptible and Baſe before all the People, accord- 
ing as they have not kept his ways, and have been partial in the Law, Aal. 
2.7, 8, 9. We muſt rather look upon them as ipſo jure, degraded and fallen 
from that Honour, As the Lord hath taught us expreſly, declaring, that the 
Priefts and Levits that ſhould come near to him, ſhould be the Sons of Ladok, 
that kept the charge of the Sanctuary, when the Children of Iſrael went aſtray 
from him, but not Back/liders ;, They ſhall not come near to do the Office of a 
Prieſt, but ſhall bear their Shame, Ezek 44. 13, 15. And ſeing they became in 
the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry the Servants of Men, and bound to pleaſe them, 
they have thereby For feited the Honour of the free Servants of Chrift, Gal. 1. 10, 
For Ar. Durham in aDigreffou of hearing Miniſters, Rev. Chap.1. pag,55.in to. 
Gews, that by palpable Defec ion from the Truth and Commiſſion given to Mini- 
flers in their Call, they may Forfeit their Commiſion > And ſo no more are to be 
accounted Ambaſſadors of Chrift, or Watchmen of his Flock, than a Watchman 
of the City is to be accounted an Obſerver, when he hath made publick Defectian 
to the Enemy, and taken on with him, Anſ. 1. 1 grant this was once our 
Argument tor Withdrawing from the Indulged and Tolerated Miniſters, 
Inform. Vindic. Head + Ground 2. Pag: 71. 72. Teſtimony. againſt Toleration, 
Paz, zo. and might be ſuſtained in that broken and declining State of the Church 
while their Miniſtry were ſo Subjected to, and holding upon that Uſur 
Power, while they were Sexvants of Men, while they continued corrupting 
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Lev?s Covenant, cauſing People to ſtumble at the Law, remaining in theſe 
lpable Defections to the Enemy; But this was only applyed to the In- 
— and the groſſeſt ſort of the Tolerated Miniſters, the Addreſſers, &c. 
All the Miniſters with whom we differed, were not ſuch then, and much 
leſs now, when theſe Uſurpations and Subjections to them are done away. 2. 
Theſe Scriptures do not warrant our Withdrawing in che preſent Circum- 
ſtances, we were not to meddle with Miniſters in their Changes to the 
worſe, Prov, but we may meddle to join with them in their Changes - 
to the better. That Scripture Mal. 2.7, g. will not now warrant With- 
drawing from Miniſters, but rather to feek the Law at their Mouth verſ. 7. 
For 1. In the exerciſe of their Miniſtry at preſent, they are not departed out 
of the way, nor give occaſion to People to ſtumble at the Law; Nor in the 
Conſtitution of the Church, and Miniſterial Exerciſe, is the Covenant of 
Levi now corrupted. 2. The way to induce them to return, and to remove 
theſe Stamblings, and to redintegrat their Levitical Purity, is not to ſeparat 
from them, except we were in unavoidable Hazard of their Sin, which we 
are not; but to Unite, and Wreſtle, and Witnels againſt their former Depart- 
ings, . Stumblings, and Corruptions, and their preſent Impenitency. 3. 
Their Contemptibleneſs and Baſeneſs before the People, is their juſt Puniſh- 
ment from the Lord for their Defections, but does not juſtify the People's con- 
tinuing therein, and treating them as Baſe ; We ſhould rather Mourn for 
them out of Love, and join with them not in Coro, but in Duty. 
That Scripture Exel. 44. will not prove all the Backſliding Miniſters 
of the Church of Scotland to be Jure Degraded, and fallen from that 
Honour. For 1. Theſe Prieſts Miniſtred unto Jrael, before their Idols 
ana _ the Houſe of Iſrael to fall into Iniquity, Verſe 12, We 
cannot ſay this of all the Miniſters with whom we differed, tho many went 
along with the Generation, in bowing to the Idols of the time. (2) They 
were not to be degraded from the Miniſtry or Prieſthood, or to be deprived 
of the Honour of being heard, countenanced and joined with in their Mini- 
ſtry, v. 11. Tet they ſhall be Miniſters in my Sanctuary, they ſhall lay the Burnt 
Offering, and they ſhall ſtand before them to Miniſter unto them, v. 14. I will 
make them Keepers of the Charge of the Houſe for all the Service thereof, and for 
all that ſhall be done therein, Only they were to be degraded fo far when they 
returned, as not to bear the Office of a Prieſt, or come near. the Holy Things 
in the moſt Holy Place, v. 13. That is, they were to loſe ſome Degree of Ho- 
nour and Priviledge, but not to Depoſition or Suſpenſion from their Miniſtry. 
3. This Degradation ſuch as it was, was not anticipated by the Sentence of 
the Peoples Withdrawings from them, except in the Caſe, when they were 
Miniſtring to them before their Idols, then they were to abſtract them- 
{clves : But when they left off that, the People were ſtill to own them as 
their Miniſters, and never looked on them as Degraded, until by the In- 
tervention of a Judicatory the legal Sentence ſhould be inflicted. And laſt- 
ly, That Scripture, Gal, 1, 10 will not warrant our Diſreſpecting of the 
5 H 2 Mziſters, 
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Miniſters, as no more Servants of Chriſt. For if they yet pleaſed Men, by 
SubjeRing their Miniſtry to them as formerly, we would not yet give the 
the Honour of the faithful Servants of Chriſt, as formerly, but now they 30 
not ſo. 3. What Mr. Dur ham ſays in that I, is very Right, and 
did ſuit the Caſe before, when the Miniſters did ſo far take on with the Enemy, 
as to Adareſs him, and accept of his Favours, with a Ceſſation of the War they 
ſhould have maintained againſt Antichriſt ; Then the deſerved to be, and 
were looked upon in tantum & pro tempore, 4s having Se Forfeited the wont- 
ed Reſpect due to Chriſt's fach Amb aſjadors, while they continued in that. De- 
fection; As it's ſaid Teftimony againſt the Toleration,pag. 30. But now they 
do not continue ſo, and the Enemy being beat away, the Watchmen have 
returned to their Charge; And tho' they delerve a Che. k for their Unfaith- 
fulneſs in it, yet 1 ſuppoic that none of the Godly will ay they have {Forfeited 
their Commiſſion, ſo as to become no Miniſters, for we alwiſe counted 
them ſuch, as its fad in that Vindication, and that ſame Teftimony. 

Object. 4. We alwiſe held it to be a Ground of Withdrawing, when Minis 
& ſters perverted their Doctrine, in Contradicting and Oppoſing our Teftimony, 
& according to theſe Scriptures, Prov. 19. 27. We nit ceaſe to hear the Inſtrucli- 
on that cauſeth to Erre from the Words of Knowledge, whatever theſe Words 
be, eſpecially if they be the Words of Chriſt's Patience, we muſt withdraw from 
theſe Leaders that will cauſe us to Err, by perverting the right ways of the Lord, 
or leading into Snares, or cauſe us decline any way to the right Hand, or to the 
left, from any of his Truths, for we are afraid of the Threatning to be deſtroyed, 
even tho the Error be not Fundamental, Ila. 9. 16. Anſ. 1. I grant this was 
our Third Argument for Withdrawing, in that broken and — State 
of the Church, Inform. Vindic: Head 1. Pag. 74.75, 76. and alſo our Third 
Argument in Teſtimony againſt Toleration, Pag. 31. When the Miniſters 
were perverting the Teſtimony againſt the Supremacy and Tyranny, -when 
they were ownzng, approving, and preaching, and perſwading it to be Duty, to 
own and approve the pretended Authority of the then Tyrants, and People were 
in hazard of being perverted from ſome parts of our Coyenanted Reformati- 
on, by their Doctrine and Prayers, and in their Application, were Con- 
demning Eſſential Parts of the then Teſtimony, But now it is not ſo, 
they are not now perverting that Teſtimony, they are not now owning that 
Authority, &c. nor are they perverting the preſent Teſtimony againſt Pope- 
ry, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſmand Tyranny. There is a difference between the 
Teſtimony then and the Teſtimony now, integrally conſidered, for there 
were ſome Truths oppoſed then, that are not oppoſed now, that makes the 
difference. 2. As now it cannot be ſaid, the Miniſters do now cauſe us to 
Err from the words of Knowledge, nor that they that are led of them in 
hearing them Preach at preſent, are thereby in hazard of being deſtroyed ; 
So it is not every Error, or Miſapplication in Doctrine, that will give ſuffici» 
ent Ground of Withdrawing, but we are to hold faſt that which is Good, 
and reject what is not according to the Law and the Teſtimony, There is 
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no _ but will preach Miſtakes ſometimes, we muſt try it before we 
tru it. N i : 2 . : | 
Object. 5. We held it a ſufficient Ground to Withdraw from Complyers ; 


For this Abiathar was thruſt from the Prieſtho od, becauſe he complyed with A- 


donijah the Vſuyper, 1 Kings 1: 7. Comp. with 1 Kings 2: 27. Tis time now we 
were ſcar'd from Complyances, of we have felt the ſmart of them from ſad 
Experience, Mall we again join in Affinity with the People of theſe Abominations? 
would not the Lord be angry with us till he conſumed us? Zzra g: 14. The Lord 
we hope hath inſtructed us better, that we ſhould not walx in the way of this 
People, nor ſay a Confederacy with them, to whom this People ſays a Confedera- 
; But ſanctiſy the Lord, and wait upon hi, 1 in an ahſtracted way of following 
Dary, tho we ſhould be counted for Signs ana Wonders in Iſrael, and branded 
with Singularity. Iſa. 8: 11, 12, 18, He i now calling loudly to us, Depart, de- 
part ye, go out from thence, touch no unclean thing, they ſhortd be clean that 
bear the Veſſels of the Lord. Iſa. 52: 11. Since Iſrael hath gone a Whoring from 
God by open and avowed Defettion, we dare not join in their Wine-Offerings, 
for they are not pleaſing unto the Lord, and their Sacrifice was the Bread of 
Mourners, all that eat thereof ſhall be polluted, Hoſ. : 1,4. We muſt have a 
Care not to be unequally yoked with ſuch Unrighteouſneſs ;, But as we would be 
the Temple of God, and have him to dwell among us, we muſt come ont from a- 
anong them, and be ſeparate, and touch no unclean thing; And then he will re- 
eeive us. 2 Cor. 6: 14, 17. Anſw. 1. I grant this was our fourth Argument 
in the Vindication, pag. 77, 78. and had ſome weight in that broken and 
declining State of the Church. When theſe Complyances were ſtanding as 
Snares and ſtumbling Blocks, but now paſt Complyances not confeſſed, are 
not a ſufficient Ground of Withdrawing, nor do theſe Scriptures prove it, 
which were then adduced by way of ſome Analogy, to deter us in theſe 
Circumſtances from Complyance. 2. For that Scripture 1 Kings 1: 7. 1 
Kings 2: 27. ſays nothing te the preſent Caſe: The Uſurper is now away. 
Let theſe who are fo treaſonable as to comply, now be puniſhed according 
to Law. z. That Scripture Ezra 9: 14. will not help; For (1) it may ſcar 
us indeed from Complyance, that we are not pleading for : Joining with 
the Presbyterian Miniſters in the preſent Circumſtances is not finfal Com- 
plyance with the Enemies. (2) The People of Abominations there ſpoken 
of, are Strangers and open Enemies, Presbyterian Miniſters are not ſuck, 
tho' formerly they made too much Affinity with them, yet Joining with them 
now is not a Joining with Enemies. (3) Notwithſtanding that was the 
Prieſt's ſin in theſe days to join in Affinity with the People of theſe Abomina- 
tions, yet the Godly joined with them in Worſhip, before they confeſſed it, 
as is proven before. (4) That Scripture 1/a. 8: 11, 12, 18. cannot now be 
Applicable; For (1) to walk in the way of the People, when their way is 
not ſinful, cannot be condemned; Albeit their former ways were ſinful,and 
they will not confeſs them, yet if their preſent Courſe be not ſinful, there 
is nothing can oblige the Faithfal, who were Signs and Wonders before, to. 
affect 


affect Singularity now, in an abſtracted way of following Duty. In Ahaz 
his time, indeed Iſaiah was !nſtrued not to walk in the way of the People, 
but he did walk in the ways of the People in Hezekiah's time. (2) The Con- 
federacy the People was driving and carrying on, was with the AMHrian 
Tiglathpilneſer an encroaching Enemy. Haiah and the Faithful were Inſtru- 
Red not to humologat that, when Miniſters and People were ſaying a Con- 
federacy to a Popiſh Uſurper, under the Indulgence and Toleration,we durſt 
not join With them in theſe; But now they are ſaying no ſuch Confederacy, 
And when we Confederate with the Miniſters now, we do not Confederate 


with Aſſyrians or Papiſts, or Enemies of Truth now. (3) Tho' they were 


not to walk in their ways, nor to ſay a Confederacy with them, yet the 
Faithful were ſtill to join with them in Temple Worſhip, directed to the true 
Object in the true manner. There is never one word of Withdrawing here 
from Worſhip, nor was there any in /ſaiah's Time, but from [dola- 
try, as I proved above, ( by, That Scripture, Iſaiah 52: 11. ſays 
not, that we ſhould now Depart from the Miniſters of Scotland 
For (1) it's a Promiſe by way of Command, that the Lord's People ſhal 
come from Babylon, When Cyrus ſhall proclaim Liberty to them to come home, 
and ſo may be applyed to Popery or Prelacy, or what is Babyloniſo; People 
ſhould now come from theſe things, when they have Liberty and Opportuni- 
ty to embrace Reformation : But it cannot be applyed to the Presbyterian 
Miniſtry at preſent, which I hope none of the Tender will call Babylon. ( 2) 
It proves we ſhould not join in any unclean things, but we may join in Gal- 
pel Ordinances in purity, which are not unclean things. (3) They ſhould 
be clean indeed, that bear the Veſſels of the Lord, but it is not ſaid, except 
they be clean every whit, we muſt not join with them in Worſhips. The 
Prieſts that bore the Veſſels of the Lord out of Babylon, were not clean, they 
joined in Affinity with the People of Abominations; And yet the Godly join- 
ed with them, as is ſaid. That Scripture Ho. 9. 2, 4. ſays nothing to that 
urpoſe we are upon at preſent; For (1) Tis a threatning Iſraels Baniſhment 
from the Church, They ſpall not dwell in the Lord's Land, but ſhall eat unclean 
things in Aſſyria, v. 3. Then their Sacrifices, being excluded from the Houſe 
of the Lord, and being ſtated and puniſhed as Schiſmaticks, Hall be as the 
\ bread of Mourners, polluting to all that eat of them, But now we are ſpeaking 
not of Schiſmaticks, excluding themſelves, and excluded by the Lord trom 
his Church, but of Communion with the Church in Ordinances. (2) Their 
Wine Offerings were not offered to the Lord, and fo their Sacrifices were I- 
duolatrous, and polluting to all that did partake of them, we are not ſpeak- 
ing of Idolatrous Worſhip. (3) Tho it ſhould be applyed to complying Mi- 
niſters, when they are going a Whoring from their God by open and avow- 
ed Defection, that then we ſhould not join in their Sacrifices or in Religious 
Communion with them; Yet that ſays nothing to this Caſe, when theſe 
Defections do not continue to be Snares polluting our Communion with them. 
Vill any Body that is not a Sectarian ſay, That the Miniſters Complyances, 


not 
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not confeſſed, will pollute the i to us? That is againſt Presbyteriag 


Principles. 7. That Scripture, 2 Cor. 6: 14—17. is very much abuſed, if it 


be offered to any ſuch thing, that we muſt come out trom among the Mini- 


_ and be ſeparated from them. For (1) This is a Separation here com- 
r 


manded from Infidels, Unrighteouſneſs, kneſs, Belial, Idolz, The Co- 


rinthians did very ill in eating, and fitting at the Idols Tables of the Gen- 
tiles, which gave great offence to the Weak. 1 Cor. 10: 17, 20, while any ſuch 
Offences continued, they were to ſeparate from them. But what ſays this 
to the Caſe of the Miniſters of our day? Are they driving us to a Communi- 
on with Belial or Idols? (2.) This was not a Separation here commanded 
from the Church of Corinth, nor from the Miniſters thereof, Tho' there were 
many Corruptions intertain'd among them, yet they were to have Commu- 
nion in publick Ordinances, as is proved above; Only 'tis a Separation from 
the Idolatry in it. There may be a Separation from the Cor ruptions of a 
Church very well conſiſtent with abiding in the Communion of that Church. 


Object. 6. V they confeſſed their Complyances, we could join with them, but 


they defend and juſtify, palliate and plaiſter them, which was that horrible thing 


the Lord ſaw in the Prophets of Feruſalem, for which he threatens ſad' things, 
and for which he commands not to hearken to them. Jer. 23: 14—16, We dare 
not join either with Builders or Daubers of ſuch aWork, as was carryed on to 
the Diſhonour of Chriſt, and ruining of Reformation; Nor by our Countenance 
and Concurrence ftrengthen either Bui.aers or Daubers, leſt we be conſumed in 
the midſt of them. As we have our Certification, Exel. 13: 10—14. See alſo 
verſ. 18, 22. We deſire to keep our ſelves free of having any hand in that Cunfe- 
deracy of the Prophets and the Prieſts that violate the Law and profane the H- 
Things; And that put no difference between the Holy and Profane, and that 
Daub with untempered Mortar, Ezek. 22: 25, 28. We cannot reckon our ſelves 


free of this Conſpiracy, if we Incorporate our ſelves with them, Vindic. Head 


4. pag. 80. Anſw. I. I grant this was our fifth Argument, and very much in 
it to diſſwade from joining with theſe Miniſters in that broken and declining. 
State of the Church, when their defending and daubing of theſe Complyan- 
ces did expole People to the hazard of them, and of erring from their Duty. 
But now it is not ſo; 2. That Scripture Jer. 23: 1416. will not prove the 
warrantableneſs of Withdrawing from the Miniſters that defend their Com. 
plyances, but rather the contrary, For (1) he. does not bid the People 
Withdraw from them at all, that they ſhould not go near the Temple nor 
Synagogues, becauſe the Prieſts and Prophets ſtrengthned the Hands of the 
Prophane. The Godly of that Day, and Jeremiah himſelf, had Sanctuary 
Communion with them, and were free of {in by this Proteſtation, and the 
like of this, given in this Chapter. (2) Tho he ſays verſ. 16. Hearken not co 
the words of the Prophets that ſpeak a Viſion of their own hearts; Vet he does: 
not ſay, Hear them not, or do not go to hear them. There is a great diffe- 
rence between theſe two: We may hear many that we muſt not hearken 
to in eycry thing, Lea we muſt hearken to no Man. implicitly.; Again we: 

” may, 
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may hearken to many, that we muſt not hear, that is, receive Ordinances 


diſpenſed by them: For we may hearken unto a. Woman's Admonition, tho 
we muſt not hear her Preach. Hearkening imports Obedience, intertaining 
the Doctrine, and complying with it. We muit not hearken to Miniſters 
defending rheir Complyances, yet we may hear them, at leaſt when they are 
not defending them, nor yet confeſſing them. 3. Nor does that Scripture 
Exel. 13: 10, 14, 18, 22. fay any more, but (1) I hat the Lord is highly dif: 

leaſed with Miniſters Defe&ions and others daubing and defending them. 


his we grant. (2) That all their daubings and plaiſterings will not preſerve 


their darling Defe&ions, nor theſe that go along with them, but down they 
muſt go in the Lord's own time. We do not deny this. Let them look to 
it, who have emploved themſelves moſt that way. (3) T hat they that de- 
fend and daub Deſections are in hazard of being conſumed in the Puniſhment 
cf the Sins they defend. (4) That flattering deceiving Teachers, that make 
the Righteous ſad, and the Wicked glad by their Doctrine, are under the 
Lord's threatned Wo; But what ſays all this to having Communion with 
Miniſters who formerly built with untempered Morter, but now that buil- 
ding and daubing both is tumbled down by the Overturning of the Times; 
And they are now ſeting too to build the Lord's Houſe, Dare we refuſe to 
build with them upon that pretence, becauſe the Children of the Captivity re- 
fuſed to build with the Adverſaries of Judah, Ezrah 4. No, we muſt not put 
the Miniſters of this Church in the Category with the Adverſaries of the 
Church: For the Children ot the Captivity did not refuſe to build with the 
Prieſts and the Levites, that had joined in Affinity with the People of Abo- 
minations, and defended them ay until Ezrah came from Babylon, Nor can 
it be found in the whole Prophecy of Ezekzel, that the Godly did withdraw 
from theſe Builders and Daubers, in Sacrificing or Worſhipping of the true 
God, as was ſhowy above. 4. That other place, Ezek: 22. 25, 28. does 
ſay very much againſt Miniſters Unfaithfulueſs and Defections, and their 
conſenting and working to one anothers hand, in promoting and abetting, and 
vindicating theſe ſinful Courſes, for which they and the whole Land were li- 
able to grievous Judgments. And hence it may well be inferred, that the 
Godly ſhould have no-hand in that Conſpiracy. And that when they are 
promoting and abetting theſe Conſpiracies, they ſhould carry themſelves more 
abſtract from them. Bur there is not one word here of Withdrawing from 
Miniſters that are not conſpiring to promote Defection; But uniting theme 
ſelves, and pleading for Union with others, to promote Reformation, 
Object. 7. But is not Unfairhfulneſs a Ground of Withdrawing, When there 
is ſuch a terrible Threatning againſt unfaithful Miniſter's, Jer: 14. 14, 16. Where 
the Lord declares, he did not ſend them to Preach that way, and that he would 
conſume them; And the People to whom they Propheſied, jhould be caſt out in 
the Streets; Wherefore we dare not admit them to Propheſ y to us. & It were bet- 


< ter and ſafer, to plead againſt them, and forſake them in time; According to 


& that Scripture, Hof. 2. 2. Plead with your Mother, plead, &c. Anſ. I. I 
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grant this was our ſixth Argument, or rather a Gravamen aggravating other 
Grounds: But as I ſhew'd before, it muſt not be under ſtood of every De- 
gree of Unfaithfulneſs, but ſuch as withholds inſtruction neceſſary at ſuch a 
time, that yields the Teſtimony, that lays us open to fin, and the counte- 
—_— whereof, would be {tumbling and offenſive. This Unfaithfulneſs is 2 
Ground of Separation, in a broken and declining State of the Church; But 
deny, the Miniſters about whom the Debate is, are thus Unfaithful. 2. That 
Scripture Jer. 14. 14, 15, 16. fays, 1. That it is a great Sin to Miniſters, 
and Miſery to the People to be unfaithful Flatterers of People, preaching 
Peace,inſtead of giving m—_— of Wrath approaching. 2. That tho' unfaith- 
ful Miniſters may flatter themſelves, and flatter the People in promiſing Peace, 
& that they ſhall not be Conſumed, yet the Lord will not fulfil their falſe Pro- 
pheſies, but the rather haſten the threatned Judgment to a ſinful People. 
3. That the unfaithfulneſs of Miniſters, — Peace to People, is both a 
procuring Cauſe, and a gn of approaching Judgment : But it ſpeaks not 
one word of Withdrawing from the Temple or Sacrifices. If it allow any 
Withdrawing at all, it muſt be from thoſe that prophefied falſe Viſions and 
Divinations verſ. 14. that's not in our Caſe, 3. The place Hof. 2. 2. pleads 
rather for Union than Separation. For 1. It ſays, That our-pleading with 
the Church, and Proteſting againſt her Whoriſh Detections, will be a ſuf⸗ 
ficient Exoneration from Guilt; Nothing is here required but to Plead. And 
2. In the Jewiſh Church, or in Judah, in the days of Hoſea, thère was no 
Separation. In Apoſtate Iſrael, there was Separation, becauſe of Idolatries 
and Whoredoms between her Breaſs; So that the Children could have no 
Suck, but what was defiled with Whoredoms, but in Judah it was not ſo; 
And in Scotland this day it is not ſo, 1. They were to eſteem her as a Mo- 
ther, and it was their Duty as Sons, to plead with her: And if they were 
to Plead with her, and Rebuke her, they were to keep Communion with her ; 
Becauſe, not Rebuking, or not Pleading, is a ſign of Separation, and Sub 
pending Communion for a time, as Exel. 3. 26. where the Lord ſays, he 
would make the Prophets Tongue cleave to the roof of his Mouth, that he 
ſhould not be to them a Reprover ; Their Reproving is a ſign of Communion, 
as Mr. Rutherford Argues in his Peaceable Plea,Chap. 11. pag. 161. 

Objett.8.*They Withdrew from us when we ſtood moſt in need of them and 
*their Preaching, lying by from that work of Preaching, and Deſerting their 
*Miniſterial Duty, when Snares were moſt abounding ; Therefore we may 
*Withdraw from them now. It is the Character of the Hirelings and Strang- 
ers, whoſe Voice Chrift's Sheep will not hear, that when they ſee the Wolf com- 
ing, they leave the Sheep and flee away, Joh. 10. 5, 12. Tea we find Paul re- 
fuſing to take John Mark with him, becauſe he had departed from them, and 
went not with them to the Work, Act. 15. 37. 38. This ts to be reckoned aud 
carryed towards, as a very great diſorder, when a Miniſter is ſo far out of 
Order, that he will not work the Work of the Lord, from which we are com- 
manded to Withdraw, 2 Theſ. 3.6, 7, I, 14. Vindic. Head, 4. 9 7 
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Pag. 84. Anſ. 1. This was i — our Seventh Argument for Withdraw» 
ing, in that broken and declining State of the Church, when they were al- 
ways leaving us in greateſt Extremity; But even then all did not ſo, ſome 
left the Land upon a Call to another place, ſome left it in extreme hazard, 
trough a fainting Fear, as is noted, ibid. Vindic. Pag. 85. and now they do not 
continue in that Fault or Practice. It is a bad Argument, that we ſhould 
Withdraw from them, becauſe they Withdrew from us. That is as much as 


we ſhould leave our Duty, becauſe they left theirs, and that now we ſhould 


hurt and puniſh our ſelves, in depriving our ſelves of the Goſpel, becauſe 
formerly they did injure us, in depriving, us of it. For we muſt al wiſe look 
on it as a Miſery to want the Goſpel preached. 2. That Scripture, Joh. 10. 
5; 12. proves * 1. That Chriſt's Sheep ſhould not hear Strangers, that is, 
uch Teachers as ha 


a ſtrange Voice, ſtrange Doctrine, contrary to Chriſt's Doctrine, ver/. 5. this 
is not in our Caſe, 2. That it is indeed the Character of an Hireling and 


Stranger to leave the Sheep, and flee away in hazard. That is one Character ; 


But that alone does not make the Fleers, Hirelings and Strangers. Al 
Hirelings and Strangers ao flee and leave the Sheep, but all that flee and 
leave the Sheep are not therefore Hirelings and Strangers.. Chriſt. does not 


ſay that his Sheep muſt never hear their Shepherd that leave them in hazard; 


They muſt leave them indeed, while they are left of them,. but when they: 


return to their Duty again, they muſt. be received, even albeit they. will. not. 


alwiſe confeſs their Fault, which is their Duty to do. 3. As for Acts 15. 37, 
38. it ſays 1. That good Men may be Backdrawers from the work of the Go- 
— as John Mark, 2. That theſe good Men mult not be ſpared from Cen- 
ure for their Goodnels, but are to be refuſed the Honour of Concurrence 
with the Faithful Miniſters, in viſiting of Churches. 3. That all good Men 


are not of one Mind about this, Barnabas was not of this mind, but contended. 
That there may be hot Contentions, that may 


itrongly- for Mark, 
come the length of Diviſion, and parting aſunder among the. Eminent Ser- 


vants of Chriit, and = no Separation.. Paul did not refule to hear Barnabas, 


nor he him, nor either of them John Mark ;, Nor did ever. Paul write to the 


Churches that they. ſhould Withdraw from Barnabas or Mark ;If it had been 
io, we would have been in hazard of loſing that precious Treaſure of the Go- 


. | ſhall 
conſider that place, 2 Theſ. 3. 6,7, 11, 14. afterwards... Here it will be fuf- 


ipel of Mark, which was written by him after this his Defection. 


licient to Anſwer, 1. That the diſorderly Brethren there ſpoken of, are the buſie 


Bodies that work not at all, verſ. 11, The Men in the Country that caſt them- 
The Apoſtle was in his.own Example, fo far 


ſelves out of all Imployment, 


irom this Diſorder, that he wrought with his own Hands, at Labour and 
Travel Night and Day, that he might not be chargeable to them, and there- 
fore exhorts them all to work in their Imployments, verſ. 10. and 1 -Epift,. 
4-17, 12. So that it is not mean d of Miniſters literally, 2. Tho —— 

trans 


| ve a ſtrange Commiſſion and Authority. to Preach, not 
entering in by the Door, but climbipg up another way,verſ:1. and ſuch as have 


trans! 
ing, tl 
Chure 
dente 
their 
Preac 


may 
fence 
ſame 
man 
ſigne 
will 
judie 


the 


N ot 2 $5 r AN is. nd. WARE a * 7 aa. 2 bets i Ob oe 8 N U e 3 


50 * 
transferred to Miniſters by Analogie, where they do not work in Preach: 
ing, they are to be Withdrawn from after the Churches Sentence, when the 
Church is Conſtituted, and hath Judicatories; And tho' privatly before that 
dentence, Brethren may withdraw from them, yet not when they return to 
their Duty. We cannot but Withdraw from hearing, when they do not 
= But the Queſtion is, whether we ſhall Withdraw when they do 
reach! | 
Object. 9g.“ But the Schiſm cannot he faſtned upon us, but upon them 
« who have divided the Church, and widened the Breaches thereof, by their 
« Reproaching, Miirepreſenting, and Miſinforming againſt us. We are com- 
manded expreſly to Note ſuc Schiſmaticks,and Mark ſuch Cauſers of Diviſion and 
Offence :,which they effectuat, both by their Practice, and by their Words,crying up 
their own Party, and informing againft the more Pure and Faithful Remnant, 
Rom. 16. 17. Such an one was Diotrephes pratting againſt the Apoſtles, and the 
Brethren with malicious words,and receiving them not, and caſting them out which 
the Apoſtle threatens he Would Ani madvert Vun by the Severity of Diſcipline 
and condign Sentence, 3 Epiſt. John g. ro. Vind. Ground 8. pag. 86. 
Anſ. 1. This was our Eight Argument, when in that broken and declin- 
ingState of the Church, Reproaches and Oyles caſten into the Flames of Con+ 
tention, were too frequently and fervently followed on both hands, when 
they Complained of our dividing the Church, and we Complained of their 
dividing it, and none of us were free of it: They called us Schiſmaticks, 
and we called them ſuch, indeed upon ſome better Grounds, but neither they, 
nor we would take with the Charge, or Confefs it, as indeed neither of us 
could be charged formally with a ſtated Schiſm ; But now that is much fallen 
and now it ſhould be our Glory to Forget and Forgive, and overcome Evil 
with Good. 2. That Scripture Nom. 16. 17. doth not command us to avoid 
every one that cauſeth Diviſions and Offences Occaſionally and Paſfively, by 
giving thefirſt Riſe to Diviſtons, by offenſive Courſes, For that way Diviſions 
may be cauſed by Infirmities and a Mans uſing his own Light, and by the Of- 
fence of others, whom upon that account to avoid, were contrary to that 
{ame Apoſtle's Doctrine in that ſame Epiſtle, Cap. 14. and 15. But it Com- 
mands us to avoid them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences Aclively, De- 
ſignedly, and Purpoſely, aud do promote and abet a down right Schiſm, and 
will not be perſwaded to let Diviſions fall, tho? it may be done without pre- 
judice to Truth. I hope it will not be alledged, that the Miniſters we are 
ſpeaking of, are ſuch Schiſmaticks. Next to Avoid there, is the ſame with 
the Duty of turning away, 2 Tim. 3. 5. Extended there to Self- lovers, Cove- 
tous, Proud, Unholy, having a Form of Godlineſs without the Power. This 
cannot be interpreted alwiſe, and only of Withdrawing from Church Com- 
munion, for then-we muſt withdraw from all that are Self- lovers, from all that 
are Unholy, from all that are Hypocrites, which none will affirm ; But we 
may avoid Men ſeveral other ways, by Withdrawing' from perſonal Com- 
munion with them, or Familiar Converſe, and from Communion in their 
„ Ws I 2 Corrupt 
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Corrupt Deſigns and Courſes. 3. The place; Epiſt. John g. 18. does not 
ſpea k to the Caſe :- For 1. It ſpeaks of the groſſeſt of Schiſmaticks, a Diotre- 
phes loving the Pre-eminence, an Arrogant Prelat ; That is not the Queſtion, 
the Miniſters Iam ſpeaking of, are not ſuch. 2. He was not content only 
with pratting Malicious Words againft the Apoſtte and Brethren, but could 
not Receive or Acknowledge the Apoſtle, V. 55 9. Neither did he Receive the 
Brethren, and Forbade them that would, and Caf them out of the Church, 
Ferſ. 10. If any Miniſter would do ſo, he ought to be Forſaken with De- 
teſtation. 3. We ſec here allo, a Church Officer, tho*guilty of many Scan- 
dals, is not ſuddenly to be Withdrawn from, becauſe he is not to be ſuddenly 
Cenſured. John the Apoſtle here, only threatens to do it, if he came, but 
hedefers it until he came, tho' _—_ extraordinary Apoſtolick Power, he 
could have done it before, but Queſtion is not of Withdrawing from 
Diotrephes. 


Obj. 10. We judged ſcandalous Diſorders a ſufficient Ground of With - 


„ drawing: Such were the profane Scandals of the Sons of Eli, which made 
Men abhor the Offering of the Lord, 1 Sam, 2: 17. From ſuch Brethren eſpe- 
cially ( from which Rule Miniſters cannot be exempted, for if they be not firſt 
eur Brethren, they can never be our Minifters ) we are expreſly commanded to 
Withdraw our Company, if they be Fornicators, or Covetous, or Idelaters, or 
Railers, ar Drunkards, or Extortioners, including all the like ſcandalous Diſ. 
orders. 1 Cor. 5: 11. Vindic. pag. 87. And that known and much urged 
Place, 2 Theſſ. 3: 6, 14. Withdraw from every Brother that walketh diſorderly, 
&c. Note him, and have no Company with him, that he may be aſhamed. There- 
fore our Duty to themſelves, yea our tant; rat of Love we owe to them, in 
order to their Conviction, does oblige us to Withdraw from them, to ſhame them 
out of their Sin, and not ſuffer Sin upon them, eſpecially becauſe they are Bre- 
thren, 1 Cor. 5: 11. that walk diſorderly againſt and without the Order f 
their Office, and the Order of the Church; Qui quod ſai eſt ordinis atque of- 
fcii non faciunt & tacientes turbant. 2 Hell. 3, 6, 14. Teftim. againſt Tolerat, 
pag. 32. Anſ. 1. This was indeed our ninth Argument in the Vindication, 
— our ſeventh Argument in the Te imony againſt the Toleration, in that bro- 
ken and declining State of the Church, = even then all theſe Scandals were 
not applyed to Miniſters. And tho all be Withdrawn from to whom they 
are now Applicable, my Debate will not be weakned thereby. : Tho all be 
diſcountenanced that follow ſcandalous Diſorders, yet others may be coun- 
tenanced that do not follow them. 2. That place 1 Sam. 2: 17. is an Argu- 
ment againſt Separation; This was not Duty to abhor the Offering of the 
Lord for the Scandals of theſe Prieſts, Elkanah and Hannah. did not abhor 
it. 3. Nor can that Place 1 Cor. 5: 11. prove what is adduced ; For I grant 
indeed, Miniſters are not there exempted. But (1) we are not pleading for 
Hearing theſe that are ſcandalous in that degree there ſpoken of, that is Mi- 
niſters that are Fornicators, Idolaters, Drunkards, &c, But the Apoſtle 


oth not ſay, Keep not Company, if any Man that is called a 3 
; gauty 
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guilty of any thing that is a Scandal, offenſive or ſtumbling, if he Faint 
and prove Unfaithful in a day of Tentation, if he be guilty of any Defe&ion 
and will not confeſs it. (2) He does not bid them Withdraw from Church 
Communion with ſuch, but from Civil and Perſonal Communion, not to 
eat and drink, converſe familiarly with them, v. 11. He does not allow 
them to have fo much converſe with ſcandalous Brethren, as with Others that 
are ſcandalous. But with reference to others, he means certainly Commu- 
nion Civil and Perſonal, and not Church Fellowſhip, as verſ. 9, 10. therefore 
he muſt mean the ſame here. We find, as was ſhewed before, in the 11th 
Chapter, he allows them Church Fellowſhip, even partaking of the Sacra- 
ment with Drunkaras, verſ. 21, 22. to the end. And therefore this muſt 
not be underſtood in a ſenſe contradictory to that. There is no Withdraw- 
ing Eccleſiaſtical allowed to the Corinthians upon the Account of Scandals. 
(3 Tho it were underſtood of Church Communion, and that the Eating 
there, 1 Cor. 5: 11. were to be meant of Sacramental Eating, as the Inde- 
pendents underitand it, yet in a Conſtitute Church this Non-Communion 
ſhould be poſterior to the Churches Sentence, purging away and cenſurin 
theſe ſcandalous Perſons, And ſo it muſt be underitood in connection with 
the beginning of the Chapter, where Excommunication of ſach Scandals is 
enjoined, v. 5, 's (4) The Place 2 Thef. 3: 6, 14. will not prove that we 
muſt now Withdraw from all Miniſters, guilty of offenſive Diſorders. Tho 
I ſhall grant, that Miniſters are nor excluded trom that Rule by Avalogy, 
tho literally Idle Men are underſtood, as was ſaid before; And I ſhall grant 
in a broken and declining State of the Church, when there is no Judicato- 
ries, there may be a private Withdrawing from diſorderly Brethren for 
ſuch Diſorders after Admonition : Yet (1) this is not for every walking, 
diſorderly, but ſuch as not working, which is a ſhame to the Goſpel, ſuch 
as are highly heinons, hateful and diſhonourable; Every diſorderly walking, 
in Miniſters and Profeſſors is not of that Nature. (2) Nor mult it be in e- 
very Caſe, but only.when it is a mean to make our Brother aſham'd of his 
Diſorder, I fear our Withdrawing from the Miniſters in Queſtion (hall nei- 
ther have that effect, nor is a Mean proper to produce it; We may more 
probably obtain this another way, ſo Withdrawing is needleſs. (3) Nor is. 
the Withdrawing to be underſtood alwiſe, or only of the Eccleſiaſtical With- 
drawing, tho Learned Voetiusin his Polit, Eccleſ. Part. 3. Lib. 3, underſtands 
it of Civil Perſonal Withdrawing from Domeftick and Familiar Converſe, And 


(4) the Withdrawing that is Eccleſiaſtick muſt be after the Churches Sen- 


tence in a conſtitute {tate of the Church. The Judicatories muſt Note him, 
that is, ſtigmatize him with Diſciplinary Cenſure, and. then we muſt With- 
draw, and keep no Company with him, but carry towards him, as in the 
Caſe of Excommunication, Now the preſent Rate of this Church muſt be 
looked upon as Conſtitute. | 

j. 11, © The Miniſters are fo defiled with the Defections of the Time, 
that we cannot but fear their Adminiſtration of Ordinances be not a 

! an 


and that which ſcares us from partaking irh them, is that which is ſaid 


Hag. 2: 12, 13, 14. If one bear holy Fleſh in his skirt, and touch bread, Rc. ſhall 
it be Holy? 7 — 2550 anſwered, No But if one that is unclean by a dead Ba- 
dy, touch any of theſe, ſhall it be unclean? The Prieft anſwered, It ſhall be un- 
clean, Then anſwered Haggai, So is this People, and ſo is this Nation before 
me, ſaith the Lord, and ſo is every Work of their hands, and that which the 

* offer is unclean, Hence we are afraid our Communion with them, when ſo 
te defiled, will infer a Participation of their Sin, Being a Communion in Sacred 
things, which makes the Partakers of the Bread to be one Body, 1 Cor. 10: 17-20, 
Teſtim. againſt Toler. pag. 31. Therefore we dare not be Partakers with them. 


nor have Fellowſhip, Eph. 5: 7—11. Vindic. Head 


. Ground 9. pag. 87, 88. 


Anſw. 1. 1 grant all hands have been deſiled in theſe unhappy times, few 
have kept clean Garments, and the Defections of Miniſters have been very 
defiling ; And this made us to abſtra& in declining and broken times of De- 
tection and Diviſion, when we could not have Communion with them with- 
out cuuntenancing their ſin. But now, tho theſe things not removed by 
Confeſſion, be very burdenſome, afflicting and diſcouraging to the Tender 
yet the Defilements of Miniſters do not defile the Ordinances to us. And 
now the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, being conſtituted 
and eſtabliſhed without theſe Defilements, it is very conſonant to the Practice 


of the Lord's Servants in all Ages, to haye Communion in Ordinances, 
Proteſtations againſt the Corruptions of Officers, 
13--14.[necds not ſcare us, if we underſtand it right. 
that ch 


with 


2. That Place Hag. 2: 
: For (1) it ſays indeed 
e Holineſs of Officers, or Ordinances cannot ſanctify all their Actions 
that do Adminiſter them, or the People that partake of them; And like- 


wiſe that the Uncleanneſs of Officers does pollute every thin they handle; 
But to whom ? To themſelves before the Lord, according to that Word Tit: 
I: 15. To the Defiled and Unbelieved, nothing is pure. It lays, Preaching and 
Praying, and every Duty is unclean to all Hypocrites and Impenitents of ei- 


ther Miniſters or People: Bat the Uncleanneſs of Officers does not 

the Ordinances to others, no more than the Holineſs of Officers can FA 
the Ordinances to others. (2) This Uncleanneſs here ſpoken of was 
and Ceremonial, oppoſite to Ceremonial Holineſs, whereof we have the 
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anctiſy 
Legal 


Law, 


according to which the Prieſts here gave their Anſwers to the Prophets Que- 
Ties, in Lev. 22: 3,4, 5, Cc. Now in the New Teſtament Diſpenſation this 
hath no place, yet the Ordinances may be polluted ſeveral ways; As 1. when 


the Eſſentials and Subſtantials of an 


rdinance are corrupted, this makes 


Communion ſinful 2. Or when in the manner of it, it is modeled and moulded 
according to the Inventions of Men in dependence upon, and ſubordination un- 
to the uſarpations of Men ; Neither in this Caſe can we countenance it without 
ſin. 3. Or when it is irreverently abuſed by the Miſcarriages of thoſe that are 
about it, as when it is indifferently Adminiſtrated to the Precious and the 
Vile, and without the Holineſs that's due. This pollutes the Ordinance to 
thoſe that are Guilty of thele Miſcarriages, but not to others there preſent; 


Nor 
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Nor can former Miſcarriages now not connected with the Adminiſtration, 
pollute that Ordinance at all to others. 3. There is not a Word here that 
the Godly ſhould Withdraw in this Caſe; And if we obſerve the Practice 
at that ſame time, of Haęgais Prophecying, we ſhall find the Godly and the 
Prophet himfelf joined in Ordinances with theſe ſame Prieſts, as is ſhew- 
ed above, Ezra 3.5, and 6. Chap. 3. The place 1 Cor. 10. 17, 10: will not 
make our Communion, as now Circumſtantiat, Sinful, as I cleared from this 

lace above. Herel ſhall only ſay, 1. 'Tis clear from the place, where the 
orſhip is Sinful, Communion in that muſt be Sinful too, but we are not 
ſpeaking of ſinful Worſhip. - 2. Even when the Worſhip is materially Lawful, 
but Circumſtances make it Sinful, Communion therein is Siaful, eating of 
theſe things that were Sacrificed to Idols, was lawful in it ſelf, but in Idol 
Temples before the Idols, Idvlaters, and offended Chriſtians, on the other 
hand, it was Sinful, and Communion therein was Siuful; Sometimes ſome: 
Circumſtances made Miniſters Preaching to ſuch and ſuch Meetings under 
Indulgences and Tolerations, complexly conſidered Sinful, then we durſt 
not have Communion in theſe Circumſtances. 3. Whether the Worſhip be: 

be Sinful or Lawful, Communion in it infers Incorporation with the Worſhip- 
pers, that is clear from the place, all that Eat at the Table of the Lord are- 
one Body, and all that Eat in Idols Temples of things Sacrificed to Idols, are 
one Body alſo, and have Fellowſhip with theſe Idols or Devils; And the 
Apoſtle makes it very Abſurd, verſ. :2. to partake of the Lord's Table, and 
the Table of Devils, and be Incorporat with the Lord's Worſhippers, and 
Devils Worſhippers at once, Hence it may well be inferred, that we ſhould. 
Countenance no Worſhip, not ſo much as out of Curiofity, but where we 
may own Incorporation with the Worſhippers. So if we go to the 
Maſs we are Imbodied with Antichriſtian Icolaters. It we go to the 
Curates, we are there one Body with the Prelatick Church. But now it. 
isnot abſurd. for us to own our ſelves one Body with the Fee 
terian Miniſters, and Profeſſors of Scotland; we always owned we were of the 
Body of the National Church. (4 £m lays, the Godly were to withdraw 
from Idol Temples, but not from the Church of Cor inth, nor from all theſe: 
that went to theſe Idol Temples, when they came together to the Lord'sTa- 
ble; as was cleared above. 4. The place Efh. 5. 7. 11. will not infer what it is 
adduced for. For (I) It is a bad Conſequence to argue, we muſt not partake. 
with Whore-mongers, nor Covetous Perſons, Yerſ. z. 5, Therefore we muſt: 
not join with Presbyterian Miniſters in Goſpel Ordinances, that have been 
Offenſive in their Courſe. Tis true, we muſt partake with none in Sin, but 
we may partake with Sinners in Duty, eſpecially with theſe that have been 
Sinners; but they have left off theſe Sins, for which we ſtood aloof from them 
before. (2) Its no partaking with the Unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, to 
Reprove theſe Works by Proteſtation, and join with theſe that have been 
involved in them, as ſoon as they are Separated from theſe Courles.. (3) The- 
Godly did join with the Angel of the ſame Church of the-Ephefians, tho — 
ad 


| ( 64) 
had fallen from their firſt Love and firſt Works, Rev. 2. And yet were not 
) The Donatifts in former times, Objected 
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draw, in order to abſolve our ſelves from that Participation; for in Separa” 
tion as well as Communion, we may be partakers of their Guilt, ſeveral ot 
theſe ways mentioned, to wit, the Fourth, the Seventh, the Eight, the Ninth, 
the Tenth way: Bat if we pony of their Sin not Perſonal, but Official, the 
Firſt, the Second, the Third, the Fifth, or the Sixth way, our Communion 
is Sinful, 2. As for that Scripture Joſh. 7. Iſrael did Communicate with 
Achan's Sin ſeveral ways, though it was Secret, vzz. The Seventh way, becauſe 
Iſrael did not carefully Obſerve and Warn one another, to take heed, that 
they medled not with the Accurſed thing. And the Muth way, for Iſrael 
coveted in their Heart, what Achan took with his Hands. As alſo, the 
Tenth way, by Analogy, they might do ſeveral things that wereas ill. But 
however, Joſpua never dreamed of Withdrawing from Iſrael for Achan's Sin, 
which was not known, till it was Diſcovered by the Lord; ſo we are not to 
Withdraw tor the Sins of hidden Achans, and unſeen Hypocrites. 3. That 
place /ſa. 43. 27, 28. does clearly ſuppoſe People to be guilty of their Teach- 
ers Sins, as of their firft £:ther hig n, the: e alſo mentioned, which they 
were guilty of by Imputation and Propagation, as being Repreſented in him, 
and Procreated of him, ſo likewiſe they were Guilty of their Teachers Sins, 
not by Imputation indeed, but by Imitation and Concurrence and Appro- 
bation, ( as *tis ſaid Jer. 5 ult. , Conſent, Obedience, Connivance, not 
Warning, not Mourning; and all the reſt of the ways above ſpecified. But 
as all theſe Degrees of Participation did make them lyable to the Threatned 
Curſe, ſo — as the Sins of their Teachers were, ſo theſe Degrees 
of Partaking with them, did make their Communion Sinful, or not Sinful. 
If they were Official, ſuch as Hereſie or Idolatry, or Infe&ing the People, 
then it was their Sin to have Communion with them); If they were only Per- 
ſonal Scandals, or Church Corruptions not Conteſſed, yet conſiſtent with 
the Foundation and Edification, then Communion was not ſinful; or if it had 
been ſo, the Prophet would have commanded them to Withdraw, which he 
does not, as was ſhewed above. 4. As for that place Lam: 4. 13. I Anſ. (1) - 
Theſe Sins were very Atrocious, as Shedding the Blood of the Fuft, which the 
People ſnould have Reftrained and Hindered; and becauſe they did not fo, 
were juſtly Threatned for it: This doth not quadrate with our Caſe. (2) The 
People was Guilty of theſe Sins of the Prophets, and Iniquity of the Prieſts, 
all the ways above mentioned : But now we need not be Partakers of any 
of the Sins of Miniſters, any of theſe ways, by our joining with them in Wor- 
ſhip. Asfor the other places cited, I have Anſwered them above. 

Object: 13. This will Bury our former Teſtimony againſt Defection. Anſ. 
(1) All particular Teſtimonies of particular Periods of the Church, are ſome- 
times Buried; That which was the Teſtimony 1000 years agone is Buried, 
and a more Ample and Clear Teſtimony is Tranſmitted to us, in the ſtead of 
it. (2) The matter of the Teſtimony is not buried, but the manner ot Pro- 
ſecuting it, as formerly by Separation, ſo now by Communion and Prote- 
Ration, &v, (3) As the eſtunony in ſeveral Reſpects changeth with the 


Times, 
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Times, according as the Enemies of Truth, change their Aſſaults and Wea- 
pons againſt it, and Defections from it, and Perverſions of it, and Contradicti- 


ons to it do vary; So the Teſtimony can never be Buried, as long as all 


Truths and Duties are Witneſſed for, and Errors and Sins are Witneſſed a- 
gainſt by us, in our Repective Stations; and nothing is Condemned what was 
Approved before, nor Approved, what was Condemned before, and there is 
n-> Engagement to forbear any Duty. (4) What tho ſome of the Integral or 
Accidental parts of the Teſtimony were Buried, if the Eſſential and Subſtan- 
tial part of it be Vindicated, we never preſſed every Part or Pendicle, Clauſe 
or Conſequence of all the Integrale of our Teſtimonies, as the Bond of our 
Communion: We may condeſcend in ſome things, not to Bury but to Wave 
them. (5) There is no part of the Teſtimony in hazard ro be Buried by 
this Union, but this, that the Miniſters not Confeſing their Defettions, is 4 
ground of Withdrawing, which I deny ſimply was ever our Teſtimony; but 
the then Continuance in Defeftions, was a Ground of Withdrawing, This Teſti- 
mony is not Buried, but rather Victorious, becauſe theſe Defections do not 
continue. (6) Let us have a care, leaſt a contending for Keeping up our 
Teſtimony againſt Defection in Unadviſed ways, we do not Bury our Teſti- 
mony againſt Schiſm. (7) It will tend much to the Honour ot theTeſtimony, 
to have it Recorded, That at ſuch a time, in ſuch Circumſtances, a Suffering 
Party did maintain it under all Diſcouragements and Difficulties, as long az De- 
fect ions continued; but as ſoon as ever they had any Acceſs to join with theſe Mi- 
niſters without Sin, they had ſuch Love to Goſpel Ordinances, and ſuch Reſpeft 
to the Peace of the Church, that they would no longer Separate, notwithſtanding 
all former Provocations, 

Object. 14. This will Harden and Stumble theſe Miniſters and others, in 
*© theirDefe&tionz and Complyances, which will be a partaking of their Sin; It 
*© will alſo Grieve and make others ſad, who are tender of ſuch things, and will 
&« make all Difference of that kind to be thought light of, and exccedingly 
© weaken the Hands of theſe that Witneſs againſt theſe Defections, Teſtim. a- 
* gainſt Toler. Pag. 32. Arſ: 1. This was indeed our Sixth Argument, for with: 


drawing in the time of the Toleration, and had great weight, when Scandaz, 
tous Defections were Standing and Carrying on, which neceſſarily inferred a 


manifold Offence in countenancing of them : But now when theſe are remoy- 
ed, none can be juſtly offended at Union and Communion with the Perſons, 
when the Scandals are ſeparated from them. (2) If Weight be laid upon 
Offence, no Queſtion, it will be found to ſway to the other ſide: By Diviſion 
and Separation, many of the Godly in the Land, in Neighbouring:Churches, 
and the Poſterity will be Stumbled and Tempted, to think our Teſtimonies 
and Contendings againſt theſe Defections, have been nothing but Schiſm. 
This will alſo make theſe Miniſters themſelves Deſpiſe all our Witneſſing a- 
gainſt them, and Encourage them to ſay, none in the Land oppoſe their 
Courſe, but Schiſmaticks; And it will open the Mouths of Malignants, and it 
will make the Popiſh and Prelatical party Rejoice and Triumph, (3) Our 
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ici. | them, if we continue Pleading and Proteſt ing againſt them, but rather to 
all oblige them to Conſider their ways, when they ſee that theſe that Witnels 
d a- agamſt them are not Dividers, and Proteſters are no Subverters, and that it 
was is Reformation not Schiſn, or Separation we Deſign. ö 
re is Object: 15. There are ſo many apparent Inconveniences in this Union, that 
t or © we lee it will never be well fixed, we have been, and are yet Divided, and 
an- & they will ſtill look upon us, and we upon them, as a diſtinct Party; the Un- 
zuſe « faithful and Selt- ſeeking Party among them, will ſtill have the greateſt (way, 
our Cc. Anſ. It is a common Rule of Union, when the Inconveniencies that fol- 
ave low D:viſion, are Greater and more Hurtful to the Church, than the Incon- 
by veniencies of Union, then the Leſſer Inconveniences of Union are to be choſen, 
5 4 rather than the greater of Diviſion. So that when things cannot be done as 
but Men would Simply, then they are to do as they may Comparatively, that is, 
ſti- make uſe of what may be moſt Edifying, and leaſt Hurttul to the Churches 
not Edification, amongſt all means Probable and Poſſible. In this the Conſcience 
our may have Teſtimony, that the way that had feweſt Inconveniencies, and 
ſti- manyeſt Advantages to Edification was choſen; and tho ſome Inconvenien- 
ny, cies fall out afterward, yet the Conſcience may be quiet on this ground. Some- 
ring times the Lord in his Providence, will order ſo, that there is no fide, either 
De- Union or Diviſion, can be choſen without Inconveniencies; then we muſt Re- 
Mi- gulate our ſelves, ſuitably to the Providences and Caſes we meet with, and 
pelt to the Tempers of theſe we have to do with. But we are neither to Regulate 
ding nor Anſwer for Providences, and the Diſtempers of others. Indeed in ſuch 


a Caſe the Mind may be Diſquieted becauſe of Fear, and the Conſolation of 
the Duty may be Diminiſhed, and Affections may be Grieved and Jumbled, be- 
cauſe there is not full Satisfaction, yet may the Conſcience have quietneſs and 
Peace in its Duty notwithſtanding. And Men are ſpecially to Diſcern, and 
put Difference between Peace of Conſcience, and the former Diſcompoſures, 


as Maſter Durham ſays on Scandal, part. 4. Chap. 7. Ruie 5. Pag. 295, 296. 


But I would have it conſidered, whether the Inconveniencies of Diviſion will 
not be greater : For let it be inquired, what ſhall we do next? whether 
ſhall we Unite with any Church in the Nation, or out of 1t, or ſhall we make 
an Independent Church of our own, or ſhall we have no Communion or 
Union at all? Theſe laſt cannot be, tis impoſſible we can claim any Rela- 
tion to Chriſt, and have no Communion with his Body, or ſome part of it. 
The Communion of Saints muſt ſtill be an Article of the Creed; It muſt. 
ſtill be the deſire of all the Saints to have Communion in Ordinances, 
There is none of them can live well without it, Pſal. 26.8. Pſal. 27. 
4. Pſal. 42. 1, 2, 4. Eſal. 43. 3, 4. Pf. 63. 1, 2. P.. 84. 1, 2, 3, 4, 10. Pſ. 89. 
15. Pſ. 122. 1, 2, 3, 4. Lam. 1.4, Cc. Lam: 2. 19. Cc. Can we live without 
Ordinances to our ſelves, and Baptiſm to our Children? Shall they be as 
Heathens within the viſible Church, as it they were without? ls not this a 
Miſery and a Puniſhment upon our ſelves? How abſurd is it, that the Un- 
laithfulneſs of Miniſters ſhould _ the Puniſhment of thoſe that are _ 

- uls 


ful ? The ſecond cannot be ſaid, that in this caſe we muſt gather and conſti- 
tute an Independent Church of our own, diſtin& from, and not Subordinate 
unto the National Church, having Officers of our own, inveſted with all 
Church Power; For then, what ſhall become of Presbyterian Government 

and our Teſtimony for that againſt Independency, Sectarianiſm and Schiſm ? 
Or ſhall not this be a Schiſm, if ever there was any in the World? If the 

the firſt be ſaid, we muſt then ſeek a Church in the Nation, or ont of the 
Nation, where it can be found Pureſt, and freeſt of theſe Corruptions. Then 
T ask, 1. What if ſuch a Church, or Society, cannot be found in the Nation ? 
Shall we then leave the Nation, and in effet in our Practice declare, it is Un- 
churched ? If we cannot find it in the Nation, where will we find it out of 
it ? The greateſt Purity of the reſt of the Churches, will be found ſcarcely 

to come the length of this Church, with all its Corruptions. 3. Suppoſe it be 
found in the Nation, or out of it, on what Terms ſhall Union and Communi- 

on be ſettled with that Church? Shall it be in theſe that for every Scandal, 
Defection and Corruption not confeſſed there muſt be a Rupture, Diviſion 
and Separation again? Then how long ſhall that Church laſt ? And if 
there be a broader Breach then, what ſhall be at the end of that Breach ? 
muſt there be endleſs Diviſions and Withdrawings? 4. This Particular 
Church, is either a part ofthe National Church, or Univerſal Church, and 
Subordinate unto it, or it is diſtin& and nut Subordinate, If it be diſtin, 
then we join with Independents; If it bea part ofthe National Church, 
then in joining with a part, we muſt join with the whole, for all the parts 
make but one Body, and the Church is but one: And therefore, it will not 
be enough to eſchew and avoid ſinful Communion to Withdraw from the 
reſt of the Parts of the Body, except we Withdraw from that part, and all 
the parts belonging to that one Body ſo corrupted. Let any judge then, 
whether the Inconveniencies of Union or Diviſion be the greateſt, 

And thus much inAnſwer to the Objections drawn from the Complyances 
of the former Times. Now follow {ome few Objections which ye have drawn 
from ſomethings ſuppoſed to be wrong in the Conſtitution and Practice of 
this Church, to which I ſhall endeavour alſo to give Satisfactory Anſwers. 

Object. 1. That there are Corruptions in the Conſtitution of the Church, 
&* 25 now eſtabiſhed, being under the Bondage of an Eraſtian Yoke, now ſub- 
s mitted to; Our Supreme Church Judicatories, or General Aſſemblies, be- 
“ ing only Called and Indicted, Adjourned and Diſſolved byCivilAuthority,and 
Prelimited, both with res. ect to Members, ſome being excluded, and with 
* reſpe& to Matters, ſome Terms being laid down Dt e Parliament of re- 
© ceivingEpilcopalMimilters,and cloſed with by tke Aſſembly, tho' not coming 
* up to What the word ol God requires, And all this yielded to without a Teſti- 
c mony. For Anſwer, we ſay, 1. This Charge is injurious to both Church and 
State, and contrary to both [ruth and Charity, beſides the Ignorance that is 
nit. For whatever be the Corruptions. ot the Conſtituent Members of this 
Church in her Judicatories, or the Defects or Miſcarpiages of their Admini- 
| rati- 
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ſtrations, or Obſtructions put to ROS, of ſome of the Churches Powers 


and Priviledges, in many Cafes incident to the beſt Churches in the World; 
It is falſe, That the Conſtitution of the Church is corrupt, having all things 
that makes a Church in its Conſtitution True, Incorrupt and Intire, Soundnefs 
of Doctrine, Purity of Worſhip, and an Order of Di cipline and Government 
of Chriſt's Inſtitution, with all the Officers, Ordinances, and Judicatories ap- 
pointed by himſelf, and no new kind of Officers, Ordinances, or Judica- 
tories introduced by any Human Invention or Uſurpation. It is falſe, that 
the Church is under the Bondage of an Eraſtian Yoke, ſince the Yoke of Pre- 
lacy and Supremacy are removed by Law, or that the Church hath ſubmit- 
ted thereto. It is our Mercy, that we are required to ſubmit to nothing, 
but what our Fathers, and all the Reformed Churches would have gladly yiel- 
ded unto. And yet we have not ſubmitted to every thing has been required. 
And as this is falſe, ſo tis highly uncharitable, to ſuppoſe the Miniſters of this 
Church, who formerly wreſtled againſt Prelacy and 3upremacy, would be fo 
contradictory to themſelves, and Treacherous to their Maſter, as to betray his 
Intereſts, and thechurches Priviledges, for which they ſuffered, to any Eraſtian 


Yoke. 2. The Inſtances alledged, are far from proving the Charge. lt is true, the 


Civil Magiſtrate Calls and Indicts, Adjourns and Diſſolves our General Aſ- 
ſemblies; and his Adjourning and Diſſolving of them, hath been a Grievance 
to many, who have Declared their Grief and Diſſent : But this is not ſuch a 


Bondage of an Eraſtian Yoke, as makes the Conſtitution of the Church Cor- 


rupt, nor to be Withdrawn from upon this Account; for the Diſſolving of an 
Aﬀenbly, cannot make an Aſſembly Corrupt in its Conſtitution. If it be ſo 
before its Diſſolution, it is a Mercy and not a Grievance to Diſſolve it, and 
rather a Grievance to Call it; but this Church hath always acknowledged, 
that the King's Majeſty hath Power to Indi& and Call as many General A- 


ſemblies as he Pleaſes, and Appoint what Time and Place he 1 ſo it is 


acknowledged Aſſembly 1638. Seſs. 26. concerning yearly General Aſſembli 

and in their Supplication to the King, they own that they were conveenedi 
by his Majeſty's Special Indiction; and the Light of Nature ſeems to Inſtruct, 
that he that Calls an Aſſembly may diſmiſs them, when their Buſſineſs is over; 
But this is not privative of, nor Prejuaicial to the Churches Power of Calling, 
and Adjourning her own Aſſemblies; if he Declare the Church hath no ſuch 
Power, and to require of the Aſſembly to own they have it not, if he ſhould 
binder the Convocation of Aſſemblies, when they have occaſion for them, or: 
Diſſolve them in the midſt of their Work, when it is needful for them to con- 
tinue; This were indeed a ſtretch of Eraſtian Supremacy, and a Yoke that 
could not be ſubmitted to. But as we hope, there is no need to fear that our 


GraciousKing will do any ſuch thing, ſo we cannot Complain that he hath done 
bath not _ the Churches: Priviledges in this matter, nor: 


often ſo. He 


hindered our Aſſemblies when we needed them; And before ever any of our 


Aſſemblies were Diſſolved, the Moderator Declared, the: Aſſemblies Work: 


was done. And ſo upon the matter, the Aſſembly Diſſolved it ſelf, and his Ma- 
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jeſty's Commiſſioner added his ſubſequent Declarator, and Indiction of another. 
As for Prelimitations, we know none offered nor ſubmitted to. We never 
ſaw Meaſures offered for the Choice of Members to Aſſemblies, nor a Mode- 
rator choſen but by the full Votes of the Aſſembly, nor the Votes overruled,nor 
limiting of Matters treated on, but by the Determination or Order of the Re- 
cords of the Aſſembly. Where theſe are nat, the Aſſembly cannot be called pre- 
limited, We never knew a Miniſter excluded but one, for refuſing the O:th of 
Allegiance, which was done by His Majeſty's Commiſitoner by private Means, 
to which he yielded for Peace, without the Aſſembly's Mind ever being ſought 
in that Point. The Parliament indeed by Law allowed Epiſcopal Miniſters to be 
received into a Share of the Government, upon their ſubſcribing the Con- 
feſlion of Faith, if they were neither inſufficient nor negligent, erroncous 
t nor ſcandalous ; Which are all the Grounds the Scripture gives for debar- 
| ring or depoſing any Men from the Miniſtry. In which yet the Aſſembly 


l was left at their Liberty. Theſe cannot be called Prelimitations of Aſſem- 


blies. 3, Let it be granted there be fome Encroachments upon ſome of the 
Churches Privileges and Freedom of Aſſemblies, and in our part a finful 
weakneſs in Ceding unto them, without a ſeaionable and ſuitable Teſtimony; 
Yet a Defect in not aſſerting our Rights in difficult Circumſtances is not a 
ſurrender of our Rights, nor ſubmiſlion to an Eraſtian Yoke; Nor can it 
impeach the warrantable Conſtitution of a Judicatory ; Far leſs can it be a 
Ground of Separation from a Church that ſtill claims theſe Rights, tho it 
may be her Servants and Meſlengers have no ſtrength to contend for them. 
It is ordinary when Reformation is carrying on, that many Difficulties are 
in the way, and that all things cannot be done that are wiſhed ; Nor is eve- 
ry thing chat hath been done formerly and laudably done, neceſſary to be 
done now, in Circumſtances far different from former times. To every 
thing there is required both Time and judgment; A thing may be Lawful 
and not Expedient : Yea an affirmative Duty may be neceſſary at one time, 
and neceſſarily ſuperſeded at another, when the Circumſtances are ſuch, 
that it would do more hurt than good, This is no diſowning of the Duty, 
nor deſerting of a Teſtimony, nor Complyance with an Encroachment, but 
a prudent and patient Forbearing of it, until it be more ſeaſonable, and may 
do more good. As Paul withheld a politive Teſtimony even agaioſt Idolatry 


hear it. 
Obj. 2. © There is no Zeal to purge the Houſe of God of perjured Curates, 


© nor ſuitable Endeavours uſed to ridd the Church of that ungodly Crew, 
ce nor are Cenſures duely executed againſt them upon the Account of their 
© National ſcandalous Defections; But upon the contrary, many contend 
for their Continuance, and tor receiving them into Minitterial Fellowſhip, 
© upon terms that ſeem to import a condemning of the ſuffermgs of the God- 
& ly in theirTeſtimonies agamſt them, laying atide Diſcipline againſt corrupt 
& Teachers, and receding from the Rules and Practice of this Church, wit . 

| « out 


at Epheſus, while the People were in a Tumult and Ferment, not at leiſure to - 


A 


| | 3th _ , x od 
& ont Trial and Evidence of their Repentance, Honeſty, Fitneſs and Call 
& to the Miniſtry. Yea now by Act of Parliament much of the Lord's He- 
& ritage is given over to them, without any dependence on the Judicatories 
& of this Church. Anſw, This Objection comes not well from theſe that are 
following divided and diviſive Courſes in a Separation from this Church, that 
are ſo tar from contributing to their help, to do that which they require to 
be done, that none do more marr the Work, and weaken Diſcipline than 
they. Is it not a ſhame to you to exclaim ſo much againſt Men, that main- 
tain and —— a Schiſm in this Church, and will not own a Subjection un- 
to, and Dependence upon the Judicatories thereof; And in the mean time be 
guilty of the {ame things your ſelves, and contemn the Communion and Au- 
thority of the Church, as much as they? This Complaint would come better 
from thele that were united with the Church, and fo concurring in the work 
had accels to excite others to more Zeal in purging the Church. [t would 
require all the united Power and Prudence to expede this Work effectually, 
and manage it fo, as none ſhould have Ground of Complaint : This is the 
work of an united Church, and not of a divided one. It being a Matter of 
the greateſt concern, both to the preſent and future Generations, wherein 
the Church in this broken Condition is very much ſtraitned, and can do 
nothing but what ſhall be cry'd out againſt, and laſhed with Reproaches on 
all hands. One Party complains, that we are fo ſevere in our Procedure a- 
gainſt Epiſcopal Miniſters, and ſo Revengful in retaliating their Treatments 
towards us in purging out ſo many of them, and thereby making ſo many 
Congregations delolate that reckon themſelves injured and robbed of theſe 
they adhere to as their Miniſters, and in receiving ſo few of them into Mi- 
niſterial Fellowſhip, and a ſhare of the Government. Another Party com- 
plains, that we are ſo flack in purging out thoſe Men that have been ſo long 
the bane of the Church, and under whoſe Miniſtry the People have fo long 
periſhed in Ignorance and Profanity, and fo lax in receiving ſo many of them 
into our Communion, and thereby not only continuing them in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of what they had before without Right, but admitting them into a 
ſhare of the Government which they had not before. This is grievous to 
many of our ſelves. But for more direct Anſwer, Theſe Conſiderations may 
lenify the Complaint, and ſatisfy the Sober and Serious that this is no rele- 
vant Ground for caſting at this Church. 1. It cannot be deny'd but that 
a conſiderable Number of them were Ecclefiaſtically Cenſured and purged. 
out for their Intruſion, Erroneous Doctrine, Perſecution of honeſt People, 
and ſcandalous Lives, Witneſs their many Appeals to the firſt Aſſembly and 
ſeveral ſucceeding, Theſe Sentences were ratified by the Aſſembly, which 
appointed Cenſures againſt all of them that were inſufficient or negligent or 
erroneous or ſcandalous. That was as great a length as ever this Church 
could go in former times. 2. It is granted allo, that a conſiderable Number 
of theſe Miniſters that were under the Biſhops, are received into Miniſterial 
Fellowſhip, and a ſhare of the Government, but they were reckoned among, 
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the beſt of them, and ſuch againſt whom there were feweft Exceptions; ſome 
of them ſimply guilty of Conformity with Prelacy, and of the younger ſort 
bred up under pac: that while that ſtood had a View of no other 
Organical Church to join with, and ſo ated according to their Light, fol- 
lowing the Epidemick Courſe of the Time and Place they lived in, which 
Was 5 when the odious Teſt was Impoled, that they refuſed. Some 
of them have been uſeful, and carried well ſince. Never any Miniſter con- 
| tended for receiving all of them, nor could any with reaſon plead, that none 
of them, even the moſt Worthy and of moſt excellent Talents ſhould be re 
ceived at all. If any Cenſurable for Inſufficiency, Negligence, Errors or 
Scandals, have been received, let a Compl:int be made, it would be heard: 
Nor have any of them been received upon Terms that could import a Con- 
demning of the Sufferings ot the Gudly, as the Objection alledges; For no- 
thing in their Reception can import that, except Prelacy be Juitified or not 
Condemned. Now Prelacy is not Juſtified, but may very well be Condem- 
ned, tho' ſome that went along with that Courſe be allowed to come off, and 
received when they do ſo. Nor is it true, that they are allowed to be re- 
ceived without all Trial and Evidence of their Repentance, Honeſty, Fit» 
neſs, &c. On the contrary the Church hath proceeded with ſuch Tender- 
neſs and Caution, diſcovering ſo much Fear and Jealouſie of bad Effects and 
Deſigns, that upon the Account thereof many have complained of too much 
Rigidity. The Aſſembly committing the Truſt of this to their Commiilio- 
ners, required, That none be taken in but ſach as atter due Tr:al of their 
Soundneis in the Faith, and all Perſonal aud Miniſterial Qualifications d 
be found to he Orthodox, of competent Abilities, Godly, Loyal, and of an 
Edifying Gift, giving ſome Ground to expect and believe they will prove 
Conſcientious, True and Faithiul to Presbyterian Government, to which 
they mult profels Sabjection. Theſe Qualifications are very comprehenſive, 
and due regard hath cen had to them by Inferior Judicatories, who at their 
 Admiition uie to exhort tnem to conſider their Ways and Offences, Perjuries 
and National and ſcaudalous Defections. It is alſo a Miſtake, that this is al- 
ledged to be a Receding from the Rules and Practice of this Church; For in 
the Year 1638. there wasa more general receiving of them, after the Wor- 
ſhip had been more corrupted with Ceremonies: Nathing was then requi- 
red of them but the ſubſcribing the National Covenant, which was the Con- 
feſſion of Faith at that time. And now the Confeſſion of Faith eftabliſhed in 
this Church, which is larger and fuller than that was, is enacted to be ſub- 
{ſcribed by all Iutzants, and all that we received into Miniſterial Communi- 
on; And their being now required to profeſs Adherence to Presbytery and 
Subjection to the preſeat Government of this Church, and a relinquiſhing 


and renuoncing of their former ways, and their ſubmitting to theſe Terms in 


their Admiſlion, is upon the Matter a Profeſſion of their Repentance. If any 
have practically counter-acted this in the Reception of ſome, they are ac- 
countable to the Aſſembly fox it, 3. After all that is ſaid to alleviate the 
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Charge, let it be coneeded, aud let us take with Guilt in this; that we are 
defective in Zeal in purging the Houſe of God; and that ſome are not put out, 
and ſome are taken in who deſerve ſeverer Cenſures: ' This will not amount 
to a Ground of Separation juſtified in Scripture Rules or Practices, or the 
8 of this or other Reformed Churches: This will not make the 
Church in her Congregations or Judicatories ſo fundamentally corrupt, that 
there is hazard of fin in Communion with her. It will only argue Judica- _ 
tories are guilty, of ſome particular Aberrations, which none are enjoined* 
to approve ſo much as by way of Connivence, and from which a Proteſta - 
tion may acquit any that concurs in neceſſary Duties. It was a far more 
corrupt and wicked Judicatory that condemned the Lord of Glory, and yet 
Jo eph of Ari mathea a Member thereof, was acquitted by a Non-conſent. 
23: 50, FI. | E . N 
bjett: 3. It is Offenſive: and Stumbling to us, that an Oath of Allegi- 
©* ance and Aſſurance is impoſed on all' Miniſters, Preachers, and all that 
© are allowed the Priviledge of Calling Minifters upon a ſtrange Certification, 
* and Penal Sanction, that none are to be Received or Admitted as Miniſters, 
© nor continued as ſuch, nor have a Right to any Maintainauce, and that 
* none ſhall have the: Priviledge of Calling Miniſters, except they that take 
„this Oath; which we think an Eraftian' Encroachment on the Church's Pri- 
* viledges, and a: fad: Enthralment to Minifters, becauſe” it is an Allegiance 
ps Iltimited;-or without due Limitations not qualified as in the Covenant, 
” $ranting to the King a' Power of Patting in and Holding out of Church 
* Officers, and Priviledges whom he pleaſes, Impoſed on Miniſters and others, 
**©as a new Qualification of Church Members and Office-bearers; and this 
* without any Conceivable neceſſity, which is requiſite in all lawful Oaths, 
* becavſe Miniſters had many other ways given abundant proofs of their 
„Loyalty, appointed inſtead of all other Oaths, and abrogating all other; 
e which ſeems to Infer a Burying or laying aſide of the Covenants: The 
taking of this ſeems contrary to an Act of Aſſembly 1648, Diſcharging all 
* Oaths in the Common Cauſe, without Advice and Conſent of the Church. 
*© This is Grieyous to the God! y in a private Station, of whoſe Offence Mi- 
© niſters ſhould be very tender. It hath had ſad Effects, Dividing Miniſters 
© and People ſadly; and is likely to produce more, being a Snare to ſome 
** that cannot take it in Righteouſneſs and Judgment, becauſe many Honeſt 
people cannot underſtand the Debatable Rights of Kings, And if it be im- 
* poſed in ſucceeding Governments, it may be of Dangerous Conſequence. 
„We delire either Reaſons to prove the Lawtulneſs of it, or an Acknowledg- 
© ment of the Sinfulneſs of it. Anſ. In the preſent State of the Queſtiop, 
we are neither obliged. to prove the Lawfulneſs of this Oath, rior Acknow- 
ledge the Sinfulneſs of it. För that is not the Queſtion, whether it be Law- - 
fal or Sinful ? But, whether, ſuppoſing the Sinfalneſs of it, it be a fufficient 
Ground of Separation? We ſay, it cannot be, unleſs you make every thing 
that is Sinful in Miniſters, -a n of Separation, Which will Diſſolve ali 


Com- 
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Communion in the World; For neither can it be Hereſy to aſſert, that Mini- 
ſters may Swear lawful Allegiance to lawful Kings; The contrary, that they 
ſhould be always exeemed from it, were Popiſh Doctrin: Nor can it be Ido- 


latry in * contrary to the Honour we owe to God, to give ſo much 
1 


Honour to the King, as to Swear Subjection to him in things Lawful; A Duty 
Commanded in the Fifth Command, can never be Forbidden in the firſt or 
ſecond: Nor can it amount to the Sin of Intruſion into the Miniſtry, or Ty- 
rany in Church Government, to ſubmit toa Civil Qualification, required by 
a Civil Law in the State Government; Nor can it involve Men in the Sin of 
Schiſm in the Church, to avoid all appearance of Sedition in the State; Nor 
finally, can any Man have any Ground of Reaſon to ſay, that a Miniſters 
Submitting to the terms of the Civil Magiftrat, in his Entering upon or- 
Continuing the Poſſeſſion of his Benefice, doth any way impoſe Sinful Terms 
of Communion on them that hear them; There being no Law, that no Man 

ſhall hear a Miniſter Preach, except he Swear the Oath of Allegiance, and 
Own and Acknowledge that the Miniſter did right in Swearing it. Now 
ſuppoſing this Oath be Sinful, yet if it be neither Hereſy, nor Idolatry, 
nor Intruſion into the Miniſtry, nor Tyrany in Government, nor Schiſm, 
nor Impoſing any Sinful Terms in Communion, it cannot be a Ground of Se- 
paration warrantable by the Word of God, or the Doctrine of any Refor- 
med Divines. 2. We ſhall further Condeſcend to them, and grant there are 
ſome things in theſe Oaths Grievous to many of the Godly, of whoſe offence 
we deſire to be tender. It may be Grievous that in our day, Publick Oaths 
as Teſts of Loyalty, have been ſo much -Multiplyed, and more frequently 
impoſed than in any Nation of the World,to the Enſnaring andDebauching of 
many Conſciences, which may juſtly make the Tender to fear, and be averſe 
from Oaths. And as to this 'particular Oath, there are ſome things in the 
manner of Enacting and way of Impoſing it, very Unpleaſant and. Diſſatisfy- 
ing to our ſelves, We are Grieved, that after all our moſt Publick and So- 
lem Aſſertings of the Kings Right, and of our Allegiance to it, before 
God and the World, in our Preaching, and Praying for this Govern- 
ment, and giving all other Proofs of Loyalty, that ever could be re- 
quired of, or Pertormed by any. Miniſters, an Oath of Allegiance ſhould be 
Impoſed, Importing ſome Suſpicion of our Diſſaffection and Diſloyalty, 
which is odious to all that are Conſcious of their own Sincerity. If the 
Government had thought fit to Impoſe it on all Subjects, as ſuch, without 
Diſtinction or Exemption of any Rank, none could have quarrelled it; But 
it is unpleaſant for Miniſters to be ſpecially ſingled out, and required under 
that Reduplication to take an Oath, that belongs to all others, as well as 
to them, as if they were the Perſons moſt to be Suſpected. Nor are we 
Satisfied, that it ſhould be Extended to all that are allowed toCall Miniſters, 
and with any Speciality required of them as ſuch, fince there are many who 


cannot be Deprived of a Priviledge to call Miniſters, that yet do not under- | 


ſtand the Rights of Government, and ſo are not in Capacity to take this 
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Oath in Judgment, 'as Oaths (Golf 1 be taken; Neither do we ap- 
prove the annexed Certification or Penal Sanction, that none are to be Re · 
ceived or Admitted as Miniſters, or continued as ſuch, &c. Except they take | 
this Oath. Ifany other thing be underſtood by it, than fimply that they 1-4 
ſhall not be Admitted to, nor continued in the Poſſeſſion of the Legal Main- 
tainance, Which indeed the Civil Magiſtrat may Deprive Miniſters of, for 
Diſobedience, but cannot hinder their being Received or Continued as Mi- 
niſters; We Regrat all the ſad Effects of it, in Promoting Diviſion among 
Miniſters and People in ſome places, and ſhall be ſorry if this be pleaded as a FP 
Precedent in all ſucceeding Governments. But tho theſe things be grievous to | 
many, and diſſatistying to our ſelves; Yet they need not be offenſive or ſtum- 
bling to you, ſo as to — you any Ground to think or conclude, that Miniſters 
taking this Oath in theſe Circumſtances, is aComplyance with an enthrallin 
encroachment upon the Church's Priviledges,grantingſto the King a Power of 
putting in and holding out of Church Offices andPriviledges when he pleaſes, 
and to impoſe new Qualifications upon Miniſters, &c. And that therefore you 
are obliged in Conſcience, to Withdraw from them upon the account of this 
Complyance. Many things may be Matters of Grief and diſſatisfaction to the 
Mind, that are not Grounds of Offence to the Conſcience, much leſs Grounds 
of Separation, Nor will you find that you have Ground to draw ſuch harſh ' 
Concluſions, if you will conſider, 3. No Reformed Divine ever denyed that 
the Civil Magiſtrat hath Power and Authority to impoſe all Civil Duties on all | 
his Subjects, and cortſequently on Miniſters. He that hath Power to com- | 
mand and compel them to beFaithtul and Diligent, even in all Miniſterial Du- 
ties 94 all things be diligently done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven, 
which he hath 3 may certainly impoſe upon them all Lawful Ci- 
vil Duties, and in ſome Caſes exact of them Legal Securities by Oath, or o- 
ther ways for their Faithfulneſs in theſe Duties. An Oath of Allegiance and 
Aſſurance is ofthis Nature, which may be impoſed on Miniſters as well as 
others. The Matter and Form of this Oath is unexceptionabte. There is no- 
thing in it that can be called unlawful Nothing but what we and all Sub- 
jects are antecedently obliged to : No Allegiance is required but that 
which is True and Faithful, which cannot be Illimited and Unlawful. 
Nor do we underſtand any thing by it, but true Loyalty and Obedi- | 
ence in the Lord, or in the Preſervation and Defence of the True Religion |: 
according to the Words expreſſed in the Covenant: Nor doth this oblige us, 
to obey any unlawful Command, or Comply with any Encroachment, Pre- 
judicial to the Church's Priviledges, but rather may give Confidence to op- 
poſe them; becauſe by this it may appear, ſuch oppoſition doth not flow from 
a Principle of Diſloyalty, ſince we go the full length, in paying all Duties we 
owe to the King. Nor can Miniſters ſimply taking of the Oath, Infer oc 
Import their Homologating or Juſtiſying the Sanction of it, or every Clauſe 
of the Act enjoining it, We declare we never looked upon this Oath of All- 
glance, as a new required — of Miniſters, fo as without this they 
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| were not to be received as ſuch by "Chriſtian People We look upon true 
Loyalty and Allegiance to Magiſtrates, as a neceflary . Qualification of all 
Chriſtians and Miniſters, but not the ſwearing of it. Neither did any Mi- 
niſter ſwear it under that Reduplication as a Minifter, to be thereby further 
qualified for the Miniſtery ; But as a Subject required to give this Lawful 
Signification and Demonſtration of Lawful Loyalty to a Lawful King. And 
as the Matter of the Oath could not be ſcrupled, fo neither the Object 
whom God hath ſo graciouſly ſet over us as his Lawful Vice-gerent, who 
muſt He acknowledged as well de jure as de fatto to be only King of theſe Re- 
alms, whoſe Right is ſo undoubted, and Government ſo encouraging, that 
they that refuſe Allegiance to King William muſt be fach as no King on Earth 
can pleaſe. That which is objected with greateſt ſhew of reaſon, is, that 
there could be no doubt nor queſtion of Miniſters Loyalty, who had given ſo 
many proofs of it; So there could be no neceſſity of an Oath for Confirma- 
tion, without which Oaths cannot be warranted, But let it be conſidered, 
that as it is not neceſſarily required of Subjects to underſtand all the reaſons 
= of State, or the neceſſities for the Laws which they are bound to obey, if 
TH they know the Lawfulneſs of them ; Chriſtians are.not under Bondage in 
1] fuch Caſes, but GOD calls them to Peace : So when this Oath was firſt en- 
acted, there were ſeveral things in the ſtate of Affairs obvious to all Men | 
that ſeemed to plead for the neceſlity thereof, It was a Time of War, | 
wherein many Subjects, and not a few in the Profeſſion of Miniſters, viz.. E- 
iſcopals, were involved in Rebellion, it might ſeem neceſſary there ſhould 
= ſomething impoſed to diſtinguith and diſcover the King's Friends from his 
Foes. It was in a Caſe of Competition between two Kings, like that between 
Joaſh and Athaliah, 2 Kings 11: 4, &c, Wherein Jehojada impoſed an Oath 
of Allegiance upon the Levites as well as others. The like was done not long 
after the Reformation in Scotland, in the Competition between King James 
and his Mother Mary, Miniſters were to ſwear the Oath recognoſcing 
the King's Authority out of the Pulpit, under the Pain of Deprivation. 
Act 46. Parl. 3. King James VI. Anno 1572, In which Caſes ſuch an 
Oath to one King is a Teſtimony againſt the other, and a Securing 
of his: Title, againſt the Pretenſions of the other, It is likewiſe very natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe, many about the King, that are none of our beſt Friends, 
might Suggeſt to his Majeſty, that Presbyterian Miniſters, tho' now profel- 
ling Loyalty; Vet if they were tryed, would not engag for it, nor prontiſe 
by Oath to be ſo. This might induce the King to judge it neceſſary to try 
them with this Oath, and ſo put an end to the Controverſy; And the ſame 
might induce Minitters to think it neceſſary to take this Oath, and ſo Con- 
fute all theſe Calumnies, and Evil Surmiſes. It is vain to imagine, that 
this heing appointed inſtead of all other Oaths, and abrogating of all other, 
ſeems to infer a Burying, or laying aſide of the Covenants, We areCunfident, 
no ſuch thing was in the Mind or Deſign of the Enacters, nor can the Words 
bear any ſuch Senle, but only that this was appointed. inſtead of all ne 
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vice and Conlent of the Church, for that Att re a new Oaths about Re- 
ligion, or Reformation, or for approying ſome of the Adminiſtrations of the 


-we are obliged to lic. 
any thing Unlawfal, nor can any way Limit or Reſtrain us in, or from any 


you from your ſad Miſtakes, We do therefore Beleech, 


ces of his Courts and Tabernacles. Get more Love to Chriſt: and his Peo 
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Oaths of Allegiance; or Supremacy, or others impoſed by the late Grp 
ment 2 rather —— then afford any Matter of Stumbling, at 
it. Neither is that other Scruple better founded, that an Act of Aſſembly 
1648. diſcharges all new Oaths in the common Cauſe, impoſed without Ad. 
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State, which the Church could not approve, and eſpecially (as is there 


.expreſſed ) Negative Oaths or Bonds, which may any way limit or reſtrain Men 


in their Dutys, whereunto they are obliged by Covenants, This Oath is not 
all of that 2 but only reſpecting Civil Allegiance to the King, whi 


y the Covenants, Which neither obliges us to approve 


Duty. od 
- 4 to draw to a Concluſion, Dearly Beloved, our Witneſs is in Heaven, 
that the Deſign of what is here ſaid, is neither to Irrictat nor Expoſe you, but 
out of ſincere Love to your Souls Welfare, to 8 and Reclam 
Exort, and Obteſt 

you, as you-Loye your Souls, and the Church's Peace, conſider without 
rejudice, what is here offered to you. Be not ſtiffnecked, but yield your 
elves unto the Lord, and enter into his Sanctuary, which he hath Sanctified 
for ever, and ſerve the Lord your God, that the Fierceneſs of his Wrath may 
turn away. If you will lay theſe things to Heart, it will not be in your Power 
to ſhift the Conviction of your being a conſiderable length out of the 
good Old Way of Truth and Peace. And if you be not Refractory, 
we would offer you ſome Directions, whereby you may find it again. 
Search and try your Ways, and turn again to the Lord, remem- 


ber whence vou are, fallen, and repent and do your firſt Works: True 
Contrition for your own Sins, would remove the Cauſes of Schiſm, and ſo 


the Effect would ceaſe. It would drive you to Chriſt the Prince of Peace, 
which would remove the Holy Cauſe of it, the Anger of the Lord, and would 
remove the ſinful fomenting Cauſe of it, Pride and ſelf Conceit of your being 
more Righteous than thoſe you Separat from; Be more Humble, and you will 
ſoon be reconciled to the way of Peace: Strite ſhall .ceaſe,- if nothiug be done 
in Vain Glory, but in Lowlyneſs of Mind; Each Eſteem others better than 
themſelves; Endeavour to encreaſe your Knowledge of the Truths of God, 
and you ſhall ſoon dilcover the Folly of Diviſion : Ignorance is the Mother of 
Schilm. Be more 15 and Exerciſed in the Purſuit of Communion with 
God, and * ſhall have a greater Deſire to entertain Communion with the 
Church. If you would know where he Feeds, and makes his Flocks to reſt at 


Noon, you muſt go to the Shepherds Tents. If you would ſeek him whom: 
your Soul loveth, you muſt go about the City and Streets thereof, and ask at 
the Watchmen. The more Concern you have for your own Soul, and Pan- 


ting Hunger after God, the more Deſire you would have for the Ordinan- 
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on, with all that keep 


ay, and will remove that Spirit of -Fa&tiouſneſs, and Prejudice, and fea- 
7 = Joukie, that nouriſhes Diviſion. Keep your Zeal lively ag all ſin, bat let 
it have two Edges, to reſent the Diſhonour done to God, 


by Schiſm as well 
as Defection; let it be Ballanced with Charity, and managed with Diſcretion, 
And we requeſt you, that you ſtudy Uniformity in your Zeal, that you be not 
like Cake unturned, hot for ſome leſſer Points in Religion, and cold for o- 
thers that are greater and more weighty. Be fervent for all Truths, and in 


all Duties, but with a regular Proportion to their Concern in the Vitals of 


Religion. Let Religion be more in your Heart than Head, in Practice than in 
Controverſie. Neglect not the Duties of your General Calling of 8 towards 
God, Sobriety in your ſelves, Righteouſneſs and Mercy to Men, Brotherly 
Love, and Holy Chriſtian Fellowſhip; And forget not the relative Duties of 
your particular Callings. Have a care of the Idleneſs of buſy Bodies. 1 Thefſ. 
4. 11. But ſtudy to be quiet, and do your own buſineſs, and to work with 
your own hands, Beware of them that cauſe Diviſions and Offences, and avoid 
them, And look on them that blow the Bellows of Contention as no Friends 
to your, or the Church's Intereſt. Finally, ſtudy to be United one with ano- 
ther, and with your Paſters make Acquaintance, and entertain frequent and 
Friendly Converſe with them, receive the Law at their Mouth, for they are 
the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts : Grieve them not by your Contemp 
or continued Withdrawing, leſt they be put to Complain of you to God, an 
it become Sin unto you. | 

I ſhall ſhut up all with one word to all- the Lords People, and that in the 

: wetds of the Apoſtle, Dear Rrethren, 3 be any conſolat ion in 
Fail. 2.1. . Chriſt, if any Gemfert of Love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame Love, 
| Being of one accord, of one mind. Finally bretWen, farewell, be perfect, 
PER", 7 good comfort, be of one mind, live in Peace, and the God of Lou 


and Peace ſpall be with you. 
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